
MEMORANDUM

Date: 2019.09.29

To: Mayor Broderson and Muscatlne City Council

From: Gregg Mandsager, City Administrator

Re: City Code Change Title 1 -10-2(E)(1 )(b)

I would ask that you take all of the following items into account before making such a
sweeping change to the City Code. The following summary is taken from the noted
attachments, additional sources, and are my personal and professional opinions.

Additionally, please see the following attachments:
2019.08.12 (2019.08.15 City Council Agenda) Brick Gentry Memo Re: Role of City
Council Members

2019.08.13 (2019.08.15 City Council Agenda) Staff Memo
2019.09.05 City handbook additions (2)
Proposed City Code Amendment

For the following reasons, I recommend that the City Code not be changed or
amended. I firmly believe there are better routes to achieve the stated goals of
some council members and the primary method to do so would be to make better
use of the City Council's In-Depth sessions. By doing so, the entire City Council
is able to participate in the discussion and the public is able to witness the
discussion.

Mandsager Summary and Comments

See Brick Gentry memo dated 2019.08.12 Role of City Council Members - Key
Points

•  "The City Council's members, therefore, must act as (a) body to serve the public,
and not individually to address concerns of the residents or matters related to City
employees."

•  "Muscatine's Code of Ethics states "All complaints or concerns about city
employees shall be transmitted through the City Administrator..."

•  "To avoid potential violations of open meetings laws, elected officials should refrain
from the appearance of conducting any business outside the open meetings."

•  "...addressing employees one-on-one, the elected officials could lose legislative
immunity (and insurance coverage for any litigation). Typically, when an elected






























