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Resolution to Accept Quit Claim Deed to 104 Clinton Street

104 Clinton Street

A fire on February 25, 2019 damaged beyond
repair, the home located at 104 Clinton Street.
What remains of the structure now needs to

demolished as it a hazard to public safety.

Staff has worked with the property owner, Brian

Wentz, to explore his options for dealing with the
property. There was no insurance or mortgage on

this property. The demolition costs are likely
double what this parcel, vacant and cleared, the
market value of this parcel. The costs of clearing
this parcel also exceed what the property owner
is able to pay out of their own pocket. For this
reason, the property owner has offered to deed
this property over to the City.

It is in the best interest of the community for the City to accept the deed to this parcel and
proceed with the demolition of the fire damaged home. This is best course of action available
to the City. Beyond do nothing, which undesirable is the danger that the fire damaged home
poses to heath, safety, and welfare of the surrounding neighborhood, is for the City to demolish
the structure as a nuisance abatement action. In all likelihood the costs of this demolition

would wind up being assessed to the property. As the cost of demolition will nearly certainly
significantly exceed the value of the resulting vacant parcel, it is very likely that this assessment
will not be paid, and that this parcel will also not sell at the resulting tax sale. In these
situations, the County typically deeds the property over to the City after the assessment and
other property taxes not being paid for a number of years. Accepting the offer of the deed to
the property now, rather than in a few years, will allow the City to immediately begin looking
for ways to return the property to a beneficial use, ideally by finding someone who wishes to
construct a new home on the parcel.

BACKUP INFORMATION:

1. Resolution accepting warranty deed

2. Warranty deed

"i remember Muscatine for its sunsets, i have never seen any

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" - Mark Twain








