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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 6, 2017

GATE REPAIRED, UV SYSTEM BACK ON LINE

Muscatine one of few municipalities to finish treatment with UV System

MUSCATINE, lowa — The City of Muscatine Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) has
completed repairs to the gate that regulates the flow of treated wastewater into the Ultra Violet
(UV) Disinfection System. Effluent (treated wastewater heading out of the WPCP) is now being

processed through the UV system before being sent to the Mississippi River.

Treated wastewater was diverted around the UV-Disinfection system on Monday (July 3) when
the gate malfunctioned. The diversion resulted in a required notification being issued particularly

for those downstream of Muscatine. The system went back on line Thursday (July 6).

It is important to note that the water, even before running through the UV system, is at or

exceeds acceptable levels for discharge into the Mississippi River and is 98 percent pure.

In fact, Muscatine is one of the few cities in lowa that completes their treatment process with the
UV disinfectant system which attacks the DNA of any remaining bacteria making reproduction

impossible.
The notification is required by the lowa Department of Natural Resources whenever an issue
occurs outside of the municipalities permit. In this case a notification was required even though

the effluent was at or exceeded acceptable levels for discharge.
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For more information, contact: Kevin Jenison, Communications Manager, City of Muscatine,
(563) 264-1550, kienison@muscatineiowa.gov
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