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To: Greg Jenkins, Interim City Administrator

CC: Nancy Lueck, Finance Director
Cinda Hilger, Secretary

From: Jon Koch, WRRF Director

Date; July 31, 2020

Re: Air Compressor Purchase

INTRODUCTION: The Water and Resource Recovery Facility staff has received four quotes
for replacing the 1965 portable air compressor at the plant that has failed. The low bid for a
replacement came from Star Equipment, Ltd. in the amount of $14,995.00.

BUDGET: There is $15,000.00 budgeted for this purchase.

BACKGROUND: The portable air compressor is used in multiple projects regularly around
the facility and lift stations including use during biosolids application to clear the lines each night
to avoid freezing and the need to thaw lines the next day. Due to the age there are very few parts
available for repairs. It is currently not functioning and must be repaired or replaced. The
recommended replacement compressor is a used 2017 D185PDZ Sullivan 185 cfm air
compressor. Alternate bids for comparable used compressors were from Illinois Truck and
Equipment with two compressors for $16,000.00 and $15,000.00 and from Rexco Equipment for
$17,000.00. New units average $23,000.00 to $30,000.00.

The air compressor is needed for this fall's biosolids season and is used in many emergency
situations to clear pipes of water prior to repairs. It needs to be on site for rapid deployment for
these emergencies.

RECOMMENDATION/RATIONALE: Staff recommends issuing a purchase order for the
used 2017 D185PDZ Sullivan air compressor for $14,995.00 from Star Equipment, LTD.

BACKGROUND: Four quotes

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain

Muscatine Organics Recycling Center

1000 S. Houser St.
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