
 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 
on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 
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                    MEMORANDUM 

 
To:          Mayor and City Council Members 
 
Cc:          Greg Jenkins, Interim City Administrator  
 
From:      David Popp, Solid Waste/Collection and Drainage Manager  
 

   Date:        July 30, 2020 
 
Re:          Crane Grapple Replacement Purchase 
 
Introduction:  
The City of Muscatine owns and operates the Muscatine Transfer Station. This facility accepts both 
residential and commercial solid waste at an average of forty five thousand tons annually. Solid waste 
dumped on the Transfer Station tipping floor is then loaded into trailers and hauled to the Muscatine 
County Sanitary Landfill. One of the pieces of equipment used to load the trailers is a crane with a 
grapple bucket attachment.  
 
Background:  
The purpose of this purchase request is to replace the grapple attachment on the load out crane. The crane 
and grapple were purchased in January of 2014. The grapple attachment is worn out from normal daily 
use, the grapple jaws are one piece welded units and replacement parts are not an option. 
 
 
Recommendation/Rationale:  
Staff recommends that the council approve the issuance of a purchase order in the amount of $10,275.04 
to Builtrite Handlers and Attachments for the purchase of a replacement grapple bucket. This purchase 
has been budgeted for in FY 2021 in the Transfer Station Operating Budget. 
 
Background Information: 
Builtrite quotation 0003732 
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