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To: Mayor and City Council Members

Cc: Greg Jenkins, interim City Administrator

From: Andrew Fangman, Assistant Community Development Director

Date: March 5, 2020

Re: Request Approval to Acquire Real Property-501 Cedar Street

INTRODUCTION: The City has negotiated an agreement to purchase the closed Kum & Go
convenience store located at 501 Cedar Street. Acquiring this property will create a
replacement for Public Safety Building parking that has been lost to the County General
Services Building project.

BACKGROUND: In the fall of 2019 Muscatine County began construction on a new General
Services Building at the southeast corner of the 5'*^ Street and Walnut Street intersection.
Previously this area had been primarily been used for parking for the Public Safety Building
which is located directly across Walnut Street. As per a prior agreement by which a portion of
4"^ Street was vacated in order make room the Muscatine County Jail, Muscatine County will be
providing to the City, 20 dedicated parking spots along Walnut Street, as part of New General
Services Building Project. However, far more than 20 vehicles related to activities at the Public
Safety Building have been parking on County Property on the other side of Walnut Street.
While they had no other use for this property, the County had been graciously allowing this.
The construction of the new General Services Building will limit Public Safety parking on the
other side of Walnut Street to the 20 dedicated spots.

In late 2017 Kum & Go closed their convenience store located at 501 Cedar Street, when they

opened a new store kittycorner across the Cedar/5"^ intersection at 416 Cedar Street. After
closing the store, Kum & Go removed the fuel station canopy and the underground fuel storage
tanks.

In December of 2019 Kum & Go and the City of Muscatine by which Public Safety staff could
park at 501 Cedar Street, at no cost to the City. This agreement eliminated the immediate
parking shortage issue created by the construction of the new County General Service Building.
However, this is not a long term solution is the agreement is only with Kum & Go, and would
terminate upon the sale of 501 Cedar Street by Kum & Go to a third party.

The driveway off of S''^ Street into 501 Cedar Street has long been of importance to the
operation of the fire station across 5"^ Street. Larger fire apparatuses turn into this driveway

"I remffmber Muscatine for Its sunsets. I have never seen any

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" - Mark Twain


























