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To: Greg Jenkins, Interim City Administrator

CC: Nancy Lueck, Finance Director
Cinda Hilger, Secretary

From: Jon Koch, WRRF Director

Date: February 14, 2020

Re: BOD Incubator Purchase

INTRODUCTION: The Muscatine Environmental Laboratory at the Water and Resource
Recovery Facility requested bids for a new Peltier BOD incubator to replace an aging unit. Two
bids were received with the low bid coming from Midland Scientific, Inc. for $6,590.14. VWR
International bid the same unit for $7,437.58. $7,700.00 was budgeted for this purchase.

BACKGROUND: The Muscatine Environmental Laboratory utilizes three Biological
Oxygen Demand (BOD) incubators. These incubators keep the BOD samples at a constant
temperature as they are required to sit for five days before re-testing for oxygen levels. The
oldest unit is 13 years old and rusting badly. To ensure reliable testing for State certification it
should be replaced before complete failure threatens regulation compliance samples. The other
incubators were purchased in 2011 and 2019 and won't need to be replaced for several years.

RECOMMENDATION/RATIONALE: Staff recommends purchasing a new Peltier BOD
incubator for the environmental laboratory from Midland Scientific, Inc. for the quoted price of
$6,590.14.

BACKGROUND:

1. Midland Quote

2. VWR Quote

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain






