
1202 Musser Street

Muscatine, lA 52761-1645

(563) 263-2752
M U S C AT I N E Fax (563) 263-3720

WATER as RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITY

MEMORANDUM

To: Gregg Mandsager, City Administrator

CC: Nancy Lueck, Finance Director
Cinda Hilger, Secretary

From: Jon Koch, WRRF Director

Date: March 1, 2019

Re: Lab BOD Incubator Purchase

INTRODUCTION: The Water and Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF) laboratory has
received two bids for the purchase of a new VWR Peltier incubator. Staff requested four bids and
received two with a low bid from Midland Scientific of $6,935.77. $7,500.00 was budgeted for
this purchase.

BACKGROUND: Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) sampling requires incubation at a
precise temperature for 5 days. The lab performs BOD testing daily as required by the City's
discharge permit and for local industries. The current incubators are rusting and have reliability
issues requiring frequent repairs leading to lab down-time. Malfunctioning incubators could
eventually result in sampling failure and reporting errors.

RECOMMENDATION/RATIONALE; Staff recommends issuing a PO for the purchase of
a new VWR Peltier BOD Incubator from Midland Scientific for $6,935.77.

BACKGROUND:

1. Midland Scientific quote
2. VWR quote

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain






