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Fireworks 2018 recap and suggestions 

 
The following is the best information available to the Fire Department regarding various 
aspects of fireworks sales and use for 2017 and 2018. All call for service statistics are from 
the time period of the first legal tent sales in the City limits through July 5th. In 2017 the first 
tent sales were approved June 19th. In 2018 the first tent sales were approved on June 19th. 
 
Number of sales locations: 
 
2017 – 6 tents approved, 3 tents began the process but did not finish (their choice); 4 inside 
(store) sales, 1 additional one was approved but did not place product for sale 
 
2018 – 8 tents approved, one began process but did not finish or sell; two inside sales, 2 
others began process but decided not to place product for sale 
 
 
Inspections: 
 
2017 – 10 permit/state inspections performed, 10 permit/state inspections performed. 
Approximately 60 site visits during operations (estimated, exact numbers not tracked). Permit 
fees collected totaled $2,000.00. 
 
2018 – 10 permit/state inspections performed with 6 re-inspections. Total time for inspections 
was 8 hours and 15 minutes; re inspect time was 2 hours 40 minutes (10 hours 55 minutes 
total). There were 66 site visits during operations. Seven compliance checks were performed 
(organized and lead by MPD) with four tents selling to underage buyers, which is a 43% 
compliance rate. Permit fees were again $2,000.00, and the State Fire Marshal was invoiced 
an additional $1,000.00 for performing inspections on their behalf. That was a new allowance 
this year. Total permit/inspection income was $3,000.00. 
 
Enforcement: 
 
MPD has been the enforcement agent for all criminal-related activities. Enforcement of civil 
aspects (i.e. hours of use) also fall to MPD. Sales complaints are investigated by the FD.  
 
2017 – There were 228 calls classified as ‘Fireworks’. Additionally, there were 8 fireworks-
related arrests. Recurring sales complaints included selling to minors, no safety/hours of use 
flyers being included with sales, exposed fuses, tent cleanliness, and sales of sky lanterns. 
 
2018 – This year there were 185 classified as fireworks. Three fireworks arrests were made, 
plus four more for selling to underage subjects – seven total. There may have been more 
arrests (these numbers are through July 2; I don’t have access to arrest records so I cannot 
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confirm), but nothing was listed in the dispatch CAD system. From July 1 through July 5 there 
were 13 instances where a fireworks-related call was received yet no units were assigned to 
the call. Recurring sales complaints included flyers not being provided with sales, tent 
cleanliness (better this year), selling of sky lanterns, and exposed fuses (again – better this 
year). 
 
Negative events: 
 
2017 – No reports of fires being caused by fireworks, no injuries responded to by the 
ambulance. 
 
2018 – One vehicle was a total loss due to fireworks, and we did have a small brush fire from 
them as well. Again, no injuries where an ambulance was called. 
 
Suggestions for next year: 
 
Schedule compliance checks – the dismal compliance percentage this year shows we have 
an issue. If we schedule things out and hit them soon after opening and at least one more 
time hopefully the point will be made. 
 
Consider flyer compliance checks – I think we could go civil on this (which would not tie up 
PD) and use it to address an ongoing issue. A question is the legality of requiring the flyer 
(some sellers may push back on this if they are fined). A benefit is higher confidence that 
anyone who bought in Muscatine knows the rules. This could help PD with enforcement later 
– if they have a subject that says they bought in town but claim they didn’t know usage hours. 
 
Decide on exposed fuses – do we need stronger compliance or does the tent check process 
may it relatively safe? Compliance was better this year, so it may be that we just continue 
doing what we have been doing. 
 
Consider using FD staff to assist enforcement – especially when we are looking at civil 
situations (City Code items related to use?) this may be an option. I presently write civil 
citations for other fire code violations and look at this as being similar to an illegal burn cite. If 
we had 1-3 FD out helping with the fireworks calls that should help with the PD workload. My 
assumption is the 13+ calls that were never assigned were because of call volume and/or 
other calls of higher priority for the PD. The FD staff could be assigned solely to assisting 
with these calls during certain time periods. 
 
Consider banning use completely – This has been the recommendation from City Staff since 
the inception of the State Law. Several other cities have done this, and I believe part of the 
reduction in complaints this year is related to a shorter use time period. Banning use will not 
eliminate use, but should cut down on the volume. 
 
 
Mike Hartman, Assistant Fire Chief 
August 2, 2018 
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Statistics from Phil Sargent Assistant Police Chief:  
 
 January 1, 2018 - July 31, 2018 
 
223 fireworks complaints in shield 
171 GOA or UTL  
52   Verbal warnings 
 
9 arrests which include 4 for selling fireworks to minors 
 
 





Fireworks survey of other communities
 
• Boone: In discussion, planning to shorten if not ban the shooting.

• Clinton:  Still illegal to use in Clinton.

• Des Moines voted on Monday to ban the use.

• Ottumwa:   Shortening period for use. December/January use period 
to December 29th and 30th from 4:00-10:00 and December 31st 4:00-1:00.

• Marion:  Two ordinances are going to the council next week....
• Total ban of the use of fireworks
• Use of fireworks July 3rd from 3:00 PM to 11:00 PM, July 4th from 12:00 

PM to 11:00 PM and December 31st from 9:00  PM to 12:30 PM 
Times of day are not for sure......let you know which they choose.  Vote is 
the 19th.

• Storm Lake:   Allowed class one and two to be discharged this summer and 
followed the state law for the entire time period allowed. In other words "no 
holds barred”.  Currently in the process of adopting an ordinance that would 
only allow class two fireworks to be discharged on the evening of the 4th of 
July from 5p until 10p.  If they proceed, fireworks will not be allowed at all in the 
winter months.

• Iowa City:  Ordinance restricting sales to Industrial Zones is going before 
Council this month.  Ban on use remains.

• Hiawatha:  Planning to go from no limits to limited dates.  July 3-4, Dec 31 and 
Jan 1.

• Waukee:  Previously, few limitations.  Now - July 3 through July 4, all dates 
inclusive, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. No winter use.

• Cedar Rapids:  Plans to bring forward an ordinance banning sales and 
restricting sales to certain zoned areas.

• Nevada:  Changed the winter session of use to 2 days before and the day of 
New Year's eve. They plan to change the spring one as it gets closer if the 



legislature does nothing. Plan to still allow shooting and sales just fewer less 
days.

• Dubuque:  No new action.

• Bettendorf:  Planing at next council meeting to vote on allowing fireworks on 
July 3rd and 4th, 2pm to 11pm and on Dec. 31st 10pm until 12:30am the 
morning of Jan 1st. The council is asking that offenders charge the offenders. 
Few if any warnings will be given.  Plan to have a lot of information go out to 
the public. These days and times will hopefully be similar to Davenport and 
Scott County.

• Marshalltown:  Use not allowed.

• Cedar Falls: Staff recommending a total ban.  Council discussion forthcoming.

• West Des Moines:  Switched from 6 hours on the 4th to no use at all.
• Urbandale:  Fireworks remain banned for use.

• Johnston:  Working on refining their policy as they were sued by one vendor.  It 
has not been finalized yet.

• Clive:  No change.  Still illegal.

• Knoxville:  Use not allowed.

• Waterloo:  Nothing finalized, but it would appear they will restrict use of to one 
day, July 4th only. 

• Coralville:  No change, no use allowed.













































City:    Original Language   Current Language   Injuries Reported in 2018 

Altoona   Banned    Banned    No injuries/Citations 
 
Burlington   Banned    Banned 
 
Cedar Falls   Banned    Banned 
 
Cedar Rapids  June 1- July 8,     Banned 

December 10 - January 3.    
 
Charles City   Banned    Banned 
 
Clive    Banned    Banned 
 
Coralville   Banned    Banned 
 

Council Bluffs Banned Limited around holidays Injuries:  Two serious – 
both to hands including 
burns and loss of digits.  
Two minor injuries.  One 
fire on an exterior deck. 

 

Clinton   Banned    Banned 

Des Moines   Banned    Banned 
 
Dubuque   Banned (allow possession)  Banned (allow possession)  One hand injury 
 
Fort Dodge   June 1 – July 8   July 1 – July 4   12Y/O with serious burns  
              (7/4) and one apartment  
              fire (7/3) 
 



Grimes   June 1- July 8,     July 1 – July 8 
December 10 - January 3.   December 29 – January 3 

 
Grinnell   Banned    Banned    No Injuries/Citations 
 
Harlan    July 4th Noon – 10 PM   Same     No Injuries/Citations 

December 31 Noon – 12:30 AM on January 1 
 
Hiawatha   July 4 12:00 – 11:00 PM  July 4 12:00 – 11:00 PM  One Citation(Sales) 

December 31 18:00 – 00:30  December 31 18:00 – 00:30 Palo – Serious Hand Injury 
 
Indianola   July 3 – July 5   July 3 – July 5   One critical injury. 

 December 31 – January 2 December 31 – January 2  A citizen leaned over a  

        mortar tube and was  

        struck in the head.   

 

Iowa City   Banned    Banned 

 

Johnston   Banned    Banned 

 
Le Mars   June 1- July 8,     July 1 – July 8 

December 10 - January 3.   December 10 – January 3 

 
Marion   July 4 12:00 – 11:00 PM  July 4 12:00 – 11:00 PM 

December 31 18:00 – 00:30  December 31 18:00 – 00:30 
 
Muscatine   July 1 – 8    July 3 & 4     Two injuries  

Dec 26 - Jan 3    Dec 31 - Jan 1. 

 
Nevada   June 1 – July 8   June 1 – July 8* 

December 10 – Jan. 3  Dec. 30-Jan 1* 

*Working on reducing fireworks to the week before and day after up to 9 pm.  



Newton   July 4     July 4     No Injuries/5 Citations 
 
North Liberty   Banned    Banned    No Injuries/Citations 
 
Oskaloosa   Banned    Banned    No Injuries/Citations 
 
Ottumwa   June 24- July 4,     June 24 – July 4 

December 31 - January 1.   December 31 – January 1 
 

Spencer   Banned    Banned 
 
Urbandale   Banned    Banned 
 
Waterloo   June 30 – July 5   Banned 
 
Webster City   June 1 – July 8   July 4 

 
West Des Moines  July 4 (4:00 – 10:00 PM)  Banned 
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