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June 14, 2013, Edition No. 90

REPORT:

1. Iowa League:  The Iowa League of Cities Annual Conference and Exhibit will be 
held in Dubuque this year from September 25-27.  Please see that attached 
brochure.  If you are interested in attending, please let Fran know and we will 
register you.  If you would like Fran to make housing reservations, please let 
Fran know ASAP.  Area hotels typically fill up quite quickly.

2. 2013 Community Assessment:  The United Way is asking those partners that 
participated in the Community Assessment five years ago to once again consider 
participating (City, County, Hospital, School District, United Way and others).  
We will be meeting to review the need as well as costs associated with the 
assessment.  The City contributed $1500 last time around.

3. Bi-State:  Please see the attached Commission in Review for May 2013.
4. Bridge:  Musco plans to be onsite to repair the current outages on the bridge 

(replacement) next week.  There are a few additional outages due to lightning 
and Musco plans to bring those in-house to see if the fixtures are repairable.  All 
fixtures will be replaced in time for the 4th of July!

5. Soccer:  Per P&R - Please be aware that there will be roughly 111 soccer teams 
in town this weekend (June 15 & 16) playing at the Muscatine Soccer Complex!  
Games are scheduled from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm each day.

6. Boat Show:The Boat Show cancelled their event last week due to high water 
concerns.  The City Council approved the event as the request was to have 
exclusive usage of the Riverfront.  The Boat Show has requested to re-schedule 
their event on August 16th and 17th.  We have a Bass Tournament using the 
new boat launch area, a church doing a community family fun and around the 
Riverview Center and up-river into the grass area, and now the Boat Show 
centered around the old boat launch Pearl City Station area.  All three groups 
love the idea of combining the events and working together for the success of 
all!

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain



 

 

Commission  
in Review May 2013 

Serving local governments in Muscatine and Scott Counties, Iowa; 
Henry, Mercer, and Rock Island Counties, Illinois. 

CEDS 2013 
Mark D. Hunt, Project Manager, provided a detailed review of draft 2013 Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Progress Report.  He provided commissioners a full 
draft of the Analysis, Opportunities & Threats, and Socioeconomic 
chapters.  Commission staff have continued efforts to make the 
document more accessible to the public by developing imagery to 
convey data and showcase economic development projects. 

In covering the Analysis chapter, Mr. Hunt explained that the 
region exhibited desirable trends in the areas of Gross Regional 
Product, Retail Sales, and Unemployment.  However, the region 
continues to show a decline in total available labor force.  This 
decline is likely caused by the long-term unemployed no longer 
being counted in the labor supply by the federal government. 

Under the Opportunities and Threats chapter, sequestration, base 
realignment, and defense cuts continue to threaten the region's largest employer—the Rock 
Island Arsenal.  Yet multiple opportunities for growth at the Arsenal exist as well as 
opportunities in wind energy and transportation infrastructure investment. 

The Socioeconomic Chapter provided more detail on data provided in the analysis and 
showed annual trends.  Much work has been done on this chapter to incorporate imagery 
and improve the readability of the document. 

FY2014 Transportation Planning Work Programs 
As a precursor to the Bi-State Regional Commission budgeting process, staff  annually 
prepares the Transportation Planning Work Programs (TPWP) for the Quad Cities 
metropolitan planning area (MPA) and Region 9, serving rural Scott County and Muscatine 
County.  They are revised to reflect staff work tasks/activities for the coming fiscal year.  
The FY2014 TPWPs are developed to aid cooperative, continuing and comprehensive (3 
“C”s) transportation planning.  The TPWPs include budgets for transportation planning short 
and long range activities and delineate federal, state and local planning funds.  Activities 
include staffing transportation meeting, technical assistance such as grant writing and 
traffic studies/analysis, as well as the development of various modal plans and 
transportation funding programming.   

In the Bi-State region, major transportation issues furthered by these federal planning 
dollars include: 

• River Crossing and Transportation Capacity Improvements 
• Air Quality Improvement and Congestion Management 
• Long Range Plan Implementation and Planning 
• Passenger Transportation Coordination and Mobility Enhancements 
• Integration of Safety and Security 
• Monitoring the Status of Federal Funding and Programs. 

With federal transportation appropriations, the total planning effort for urban 
transportation planning amounts to $829,515 in the urban area and $66,489 in Region 9.  
The Commission approved resolutions to authorize application of the federal planning grants 
and execute the respective grant contracts. The urban program includes authorization to 
utilize $55,414 in Illinois State Comprehensive Regional Planning Funds  for matching funds 
and the remainder for technical assistance and intermodal planning.  The Region 9 program 
utilizes $10,000 in local Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds. 

N E X T  
C O M M I S S I O N  

M E E T I N G :  

Wed., Jun. 26, 2013 
3:30 p.m. 

Scott Co. Admin Bldg. 

6th Floor Conf. Room 

600 West 4th Street 

Davenport, Iowa 

A P A  T R A I N I N G  
S E R I E S  

"2013 Planning Law 
Review" 

Wed., Jun. 26, 2013 

3-4:30 p.m. 

Third Floor Conf Room 
1504 Third Ave., R.I. 
Call (309) 793-6302, 

Ext. 138 or e-mail 
ppearson@bistateonline.org 

to register. 

C I R  V I A  E - M A I L  

Would you like to get 
this report via e-mail?  

Let us know at 
info@bistateonline.org  

Mission Statement: 
To serve as a forum 
for intergovernmental 
cooperation and 
delivery of regional 
programs and to 
assist member local 
governments in 
planning and project 
development. 

mailto:ppearson@bistateonline.org
mailto:info@bistateonline.org
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Resolutions for the Adoption of the Articles of Agreement 
On February 19, Bi-State staff sent out a letter to all member communities in regard to adopting changes to the 
Articles of Agreement.  We would appreciate if your boards would review the changes as soon as possible and 
return the signed resolutions. 

The following is a list of all the member communities who have returned signed resolutions to adopt the 
proposed changes to the Articles of Agreement.

Henry County 

Muscatine County 

Rock Island 
County 

Scott County 

Alpha 

Atkinson 

Bettendorf 

Blue Grass 

Buffalo 

Cambridge 

Carbon Cliff 

Coal Valley 

Colona 

Cordova 

East Moline 

Eldridge 

Geneseo 

Hampton 

Hillsdale 

Long Grove 

McCausland 

Milan 

Moline 

Muscatine 

Oak Grove 

Orion 

Port Byron 

Princeton 

Rapids City 

Riverdale 

Sherrard 

Silvis 

Walcott 

West Liberty 

Wilton 

Windsor 

Woodhull 

 

Please contact BSRC staff with any questions at (309) 793-6300 or e-mail Denise Bulat, Executive Director, 
dbulat@bistateonline.org; or Donna Moritz, Administrative and Financial Services Director, 
dmoritz@bistateonline.org. 

Budget 
Denise Bulat, Executive Director, reviewed the draft FY 2014 Budget as recommended by the Finance and 
Personnel Committee. She reported revenues for FY 2014 are projected to be up 8.5% from the current year, 
primarily attributable to the Economic Development Administration Rural Accelerator Grant and the use of 
 additional transportation grant funds carried over from previous years. 

Membership dues for local governments will not to increase for the fifth year in a row to recognize the current 
fiscal constraints of member governments.  Continuation of the merit performance review program, with a 
projected average of 2.5%, is recommended along with a 1.0% across the board annual wage adjustment 
budgeted.  An across the board wage adjustment was not budgeted the previous fiscal year. 

Membership dues make up 17.5% of revenues with 63.2% of dues going to match federal and state grant funding.  
 Anyone with questions about the budget or to request a budget document, call Denise Bulat or Donna Moritz at 
Bi-State (309-793-6300 or 1-888-247-8284). 

 Last APA Conferences in the 2012-2013 Series 
The last audio/visual conferences by American Planning Association (APA) is as follows.  The conference is 3:00 
to 4:30 p.m. at the Bi-State Regional Commission office, 1504 Third Avenue, Rock Island, IL.  Register by calling 
Patty Pearson at (309) 793-6302 ext 138 or by e-mail at ppearson@bistateonline.org.  Please arrive by 2:45 p.m. 

June 26, 2013 — 2013 Planning Law Review 
In late June, the U.S. Supreme Court adjourns for the year.  It is time to take stock of the court’s rulings in this 
annual legal roundup.  Hear about federal district court rulings and significant state court decisions.  Whether it 
is First Amendment issues, housing challenges, environmental actions, or important amicus filings, the panel of 
legal experts will being you up to date on critical planning law. 

 

mailto:dbulat@bistateonline.org
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BI-STATE REGIONAL COMMISSION 
FY 2012-13 Program Budget Status Report 

Through Month of April – 83.3% of Year 
ADOPTED BUDGET: $1,981,352.00 
EXPENDED THROUGH APRIL: $1,487,339.85 (75.1%) 
STAFF LEVEL BUDGETED: 23.25 F.T.E. 
STAFF LEVEL STAFF LEVEL MAINTAINED: 22.30 F.T.E. 

 EXPLANATION: 
 
 

MEMBER GOVERNMENTS SERVED DIRECTLY AND ACTIVITIES DURING APRIL 
ALEDO – MERGO Participation; Website Support; RLF Coord.; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning. 
 ALPHA – HCEDP Participation; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning. 
ANDALUSIA – RICWMA Staffing; Riverfront Council; Website Support. 
ANDOVER – HCEDP Participation; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning; Park/Rec Planning/Grant Asst. 
ATKINSON – HCEDP Participation; Website Support; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning. 
BETTENDORF – Joint Purchasing.; Scott Co. Housing Council; IAQC Transit Planner Coord. & Transit Issues; Riverfront Council .; Solid Waste Coord.; I-74 Bridge Coord.; 
Drug/Alcohol Testing Consort.; RLF Loan Admin./Marketing; Trail Coord.; DOJ Interoperability; Air Quality Asst.;; NSBP/EDA Apps; Park/Rec Planning & QCICNet; 
Annexation Review; IADOT/City Quarterly Meeting; Grant Inquiry. 
BLUE GRASS – Reg. 9 Transportation Coordination; Solid Waste Coord.; Website Development/Redesign;; Grant Asst.;  
BUFFALO – Trail Planning andRFP Asst.; Riverfront Council; Solid Waste Coord.;. 
CAMBRIDGE – HCEDP Participation; Website Support; Logo Asst.; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning. 
CARBON CLIFF – RICWMA Staffing; Joint Purchasing; Trail Planning. 
COAL VALLEY – Joint Purchasing; RICWMA Staffing. 
COLONA – Trail Planning; Joint Purchasing; Utilities GIS/Mapping Asst.; Logo/Graphics Asst.; 2010 Census Challenge. 
CORDOVA – RICWMA Staffing; Riverfront Council; Website Support. 
DAVENPORT – Joint Purchasing.; Riverfront Council., RiverVision; Drug/Alcohol Testing Consort.; Scott Co. Housingg. Council.; Solid Waste Coord.; RLF Loan Admin.; 
Transit NTD assistance; IAQC Transit Planner Coord. and Transit Issues; QCICNET Interoperability Project; BRAC/OEA Coord.; Air Quality Asst.; Davenport Schools 
Hazard Mitigation Plan; Trail Planning; Legislative Priorities Asst.;;;;  
EAST MOLINE – IL QC Intergov. Comm.; E9-1-1 Coord.; Joint Purch.; RICWMA Staffing; RMS Coord.; Riverfront Cncl.; Interop. Project; RLF Admin.; MUNICES; Air 
Quality Asst.; Trail Planning; Park Planning; Consol. Disp. Study Asst.; QCICNet; Econ. Dev. Strategic Plan; Grant Inquiry. 
ELDRIDGE – Solid Waste Coord.; Drug & Alcohol Consort.; Website Support;. 
FRUITLAND – Region 9 Transportation Coordination; Solid Waste Coordination. 
GALVA – Broadband Coordination; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning; HCEDP. 
GENESEO – HCEDP Participation; Website Support; Trails Planning; Transit Mobiliyt/HSTP Planning; Mapping Assistance. 
HAMPTON – RICWMA Staffing; Riverfront Council; Website Support. 
HENRY COUNTY – Joint Purch.; HCEDP Part.; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning; Trail Coordination.; Zoning Reviews;; Workforce Dev. Brd.; Legislative Priorities Asst.; 
Comprehensive Plan ; EDA/USDA Grant; HCEDP Graphics Asst.; Evacuation Plan;; Springfield Trip Planning; Fact Sheet Update. 
HILLSDALE – Cops Grant Application. 
KEWANEE – HSTP Planning;  
LECLAIRE – Joint Purchasing; Riverfront Council; Solid Waste Coord.; Trail Planning;. 
LONG GROVE – Reg. 9 Trans. Coordination.; Solid Waste Coord.; Website Support;. 
MCCAUSLAND – Reg. 9 Trans. Coordination., Solid Waste Coord.;; Stormwater Meeting; Logo Design; Brochure; Comprehensive Plan; Funding Inquiry. 
MILAN – Joint Purchasing.; RICWMA Staffingg.; IL QC Intergov. Comm.; E9-1-1 Coord.; RMS Coord.; RLF Admin.; Interoperability Project; Park/Trails Planning; 
MUNICES Coord.; Cons. Dispatch Study Asst.; QCICNet; Traffic Study Inquiry; 2010 Census Challenge. 
MOLINE – MUNICES Coordination.; IL QC Intergov. Comm.; E9-1-1 Coord.; Joint Purchasing.; I-74 Bridge Coord.; RICWMA Staffing.; RMS Coord.; Riverfront Cncl.; RLF 
Loan Admin.; Trails Coord.; Interoperability Project; Rail Coord.; Air Quality Asst.; Park/Rec Planning; Cons. Dispatch Study Asst.; QCICNet.; RiverVision; STP Process. 
MUSCATINE CITY – Trail Planning; Reg. 9 Transportation Coord; Solid Waste Coord.; Joint Purchasing.; Air Quality Asst.; Blue Zones; RLF Coordination;. 
MUSCATINE COUNTY – Trails. Planning.; Website Development/Redesign; Reg. 9 Coord.; Solid Waste Coord.; Joint Purch.; Transit Mobility Coord.; Haz. Mit. Plan; Air 
Quality Asst.; OEA Grant; Coord. EDA RLF Coordination; IA Mississippi River Partnership. 
NEW BOSTON – MERGO Participation; Website Support; Grant Research. 
OAK GROVE –  E9-1-1 Coord. Consolidated Dispatch Study. 
ORION – HCEDP Participation; Website Support; Transit Mobiliyt/HSTP Planning. 
PORT BYRON – RICWMA Staffing; Riverfront Council; ED Strategy. 
PRINCETON – Riverfront Council; Solid Waste Coord.; Trail Planning;; Special Census  Asst. 
RAPIDS CITY – RICWMA Staffing; Riverfront Council. 
RIVERDALE – Riverfront Council; Trail Coordination; Solid Waste Coord.; Website Development/Redesign; Haz Mit Plan; Grant Assistance. 
ROCK ISLAND CITY – IL QC Intrgv. Comm.; E9-1-1 Coord.; Joint Purchasing.; Riverfront Council.; RiverVision; RICWMA Stfg.; MUNICES Coord.; RMS Coord.; RLF Loan 
Adm.; Interop. Proj.;.; Air Quality Asst.; Workforce. Dev. Bd.; Consol. Dispatch Study App; QCICNet;. 
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY – E9-1-1 Coord.; LEPC Committee; IL QC Intergov. Comm.; RICWMA Stfg. & Website Support; Joint Purchasing.; Trail Coord.; WIB Part.; RMS 
Coord.; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning.; Passenger Rail; Air Quality Asst.; Legislative Priorities Asst.; QCICNet; Evacuation. Plan; Forest Preserve Planning, 2010 
Census Challenge; Stationery and Graphics; Sheriff’s Dept. Display; Hazard Mitigation Plng. Appl.; QC Health Initiative; Mapping Asst. 
SCOTT COUNTY – Fin. Mgnt. - Scott Co. KIDS; Scott Co. Hsg. Cncl.; Joint Purch.; I-74 Brdg. Coord.; Trail Plng.; RLF Admn.; Reg. 9  Transportation; Transit Mobility/HSTP 
Planning; Interop. Project; Goals Booklet; OEA.; Passenger Rail.; Housing Assessment; Budget Report; Air Quality Coordination.;; Solid Waste Coord.; Joint Purchasing; 
Aerial Photo Coord. Asst.; QC Health Initiative. 
SHERRARD – MERGO Participation; Website Support; Transit Mobiliyt/HSTP Planning;. 
SILVIS – E9-1-1 Coord.; Joint Purch.; IL Intergov. Comm. Coord.; RICWMA Stfg; RMS Coord.; CDAP Grant Admin.; Trail Planning; Consol. Dispatch Study App.; 
QCICNet; Utilities GIS; Mapping Asst.;. 
VIOLA – MERGO Participation; Transit Mobiliyt/HSTP Planning; Logo Development Inquiry 
WALCOTT – Reg. 9 Transportation; Solid Waste Coord.; Trail Coord. ;; RLF Marketing. 
WEST LIBERTY – Reg. 9 Transportation..; Solid Waste Coord.; Website Support; Muscatine Co. Haz Mit Plan; Air Quality Coord. 
WILTON – Reg. 9 Transportation..; Solid Waste Coord.; Muscatine Co. Haz Mit Plan; EDA Application; Air Quality Coord. 
WINDSOR – HCDEP Participation; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning. 
WOODHULL – HCEDP Participation; Transit Mobility/HSTP Planning.
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Bi-State Report – April 
COMMUNITY/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Attended Henry County Economic Development Partnership (HCEDP) meetings.  .  
Continued administration of EDA/USDA Rural Jobs and Innovation Challenge Grant Program on behalf of multiple member 
governments in Henry, Mercer and Rock Island counties.  IA RELAT meetings.  Assisted with economic development funding 
program information for legislative efforts.  Attended Iowa Regional Council, Illinois Regional Council, and Northwest Municipal 
Association meetings.  Assisted members with legislative priorities.  Continued update of 2013 CEDS Progress Report. 

DATA/GRAPHICS/MAPPING/ON-LINE SERVICES: 
Data Center: Staff responded to approximately 16 data and map requests in April 2013 including 8 from businesses, 4 from local 
governments, 2 from academic institutions, and 2 from non-profits. The data section of the Bi-State website had 659 page views. The 
data warehouse site (www.greaterqcregion.org) had 276 visits and 441 page views. Staff conducted the 2nd quarter ACCRA cost of 
living survey, continued work on updates to community fact sheets, and work on the CEDS Progress Report (Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy) for the region. 

Graphics/Mapping:  2014 Aerial Photo Flyover Coordination; 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan Coord.; Crash Study Data and 
Mapping; Inquiry from QCCVB for East-West Riverfest Mapping; Iowa DOT Transportation Priorities Flyer and Map update; Planning 
for 2013 QC Street Map Update (Folded & Wall Versions) and Distribution of 2008-09 Edition; Provided GIS Data for Arsenal Real 
Property Master Plan; Provided GIS Data for IL Statewide Bike Trail; Req. for GIS files and Proofing for IL DOT District 2 Bike Map; 
Travel Model Data and GIS Assistance; Update/Maintain GIS Data for Street Centerlines, Traffic Counts, Fed. Functional Class 
Routes, Corporate Limits, Landmarks, Rail, Trails, and other layers. 

www.bistateonline.org. Top files downloaded and pages viewed for April 2013 include: The Loop Rider’s Guide & Insert (7,562); 
BSRC Home Page (3,726); QCTransit.com (1,735); Quad Cities Laborshed Report (405); 2040 Quad Cities Long Range 
Transportation Plan – Chapter 4 (342); Joint Purchase Program (277); and BSRC Contact Page (334) and About Agency Page (174). 
Watch for new website coming soon! 

ENVIRONMENTAL, RECREATION, RIVERFRONT SERVICES:  Responded to inquiries & assisted with trail/recreation project 
funding assistance/grants.  Served RICWMA with coordination of meetings, oversight and management of waste disposal and 
recycling programs, reporting and overall agency administration, plus served at Earth Week Fair and prepared for electronics 
collection event.  Responded to RICWMA telephone inquiries from general public & media concerning solid waste and recycling 
issues.  Attended River Action meetings.  Continued coordination of issues related to Bi-State Region Clean Air Partnership and 
strategies for emission reduction.  Continuing “Make Air Quality Visible” strategic plan update process.  Continued multi-
jurisdictional hazard mitigation planning.  Organized bi-monthly meeting of Quad City Riverfront Council. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL FORUMS AND REGIONAL SERVICES:  Continued assistance to the Joint Purchasing Council (JPC).  
Worked on the following bids:  Spring copier paper, janitorial products, can liners, turf chemicals and utility supplies.  Staffed Quad 
City Area intergovernmental forums and meetings of area recreation directors, managers and administrators, and chief elected 
officials.  Continued coordination and planning for the awarded DOJ interoperability grant.  Assisted with Rock Island Arsenal 
issues. 

REVOLVING LOAN FUND (RLF):  Administered Bi-State RLF Program:  Prepared meeting cancellation notice and Financial 
Summary Report.  Provided information to potential applicants.  Continued receiving job creation information from active 
companies.  Administered Mercer/Muscatine RLF Program:  Provided information to potential applicants.   

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING, PROGRAMMING AND PROJECT DEVELOPMENT:  Attended related meetings, presented 
information and continued staff coordination of river crossing issues, including I-74 Mississippi River Corridor.  Initiated household 
survey and travel model enhancements project with consultant team.  Reviewed urban 2045 LRTP travel model development and 
plan timeline.  Continued IL Region evacuation planning effort.  Coordinated traffic analyses, travel time runs and data requests.  
Continued preparation of urban crash report.  Participated in Iowa interdisciplinary traffic safety team meeting and preparing 
publication of Intelligent Transportation System Architecture update.  Monitoring status of MAP-21 implementation.  Presented initial 
recommendations Transportation Alternatives Program project selection.  Prepared monthly reports of federal transportation 
programs, coordinated related funding/reporting, and continued urban and Region FY2014 Transportation Planning Work Programs 
development.  Continued air quality emission reduction efforts and organized bi-monthly meetings of Air Quality Task Force.  
Worked on connections of American Discovery Trail (ADT)/Grand Illinois Trail and MRT, attending related meetings, as well as 
other trail planning and grant assistance.  Organized bi-monthly meeting of the Bi-State Regional Trails Committee.  Coordinated 
Bi-State Drug and Alcohol Testing Consortium and random testing program.  Monitored urban and Iowa Region 9 FY13 
Transportation Planning Work Program and FFY13-16 TIPs, and need for data entry in Iowa TPMS as part of transportation 
improvement programming.  Began preparation of Region 9 and urban FFY14-17 TIPs.  Administered IAQC and Illinois Region 2 
transit coordinator positions and budget development.  Preparing Region’s Transit Development Plan update for publication.  
Facilitating MAP-21 transit funding issues and held transit managers’ meeting.  Monitored ITN-QC and attended human services 
coordination meetings.  Served inquiries and assisted with transportation funding programs and transportation information for 
legislative efforts.   

 

http://www.greaterqcregion.org/
http://www.bistateonline.org/
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