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WEEKLY UPDATE: 

Happy Thanksgiving!  Enjoy the holiday! 

• Budget:  Staff began the budget process this past week and Fran has been 
scheduling department reviews starting in mid-December. 

• Sewer:  Attached is the press release the City is distributing for the sewer line 
leak on the Musser Park force main and Papoose Lift Station bypass to the 
Mississippi River. Jon Koch, WPCP Director 

• Fire:  We will have two Fire Fighters deploying in 2018.  As is the past we will 
have acting officer positions as needed and hire two Fire Fighters off the 
upcoming civil service list to temporary positions. 

• IMAA:  I attended the Iowa Municipal Attorneys Annual Conference and CLE this 
past Friday in Johnston, Iowa. 

• CAT:  The contract/cover letter from IEDA for the CAT Grant is attached and will 
be coming before the city and county at their respective meetings the first week 
in December. 

• IDOT:  Please see that attached letter from IDOT regarding upcoming work on 
Hwy 22. 

• City Hall:  City Hall Staff will be conducting active shooter training with the Police 
Department in December.  The Police Department is also looking for ways to 
expand their SRT Team by cooperating with the County and other municipalities, 
including cooperative agreements with teams in the region. 

• TSIP:  The City received the following TSIP grants for design: 
• Construct roundabout at Intersection of Fulliam and Houser Streets.  This was 

selected for full funding this year. It is recommended to fund your application 
up to $167,700.   

• Park Avenue:  This project (4- to 3-lane conversion with traffic signal 
modifications at E 2nd from IA 92 to Harrison St) was selected for partial 
funding this year. It is recommended to fund your application up to $325,000. 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 20, 2017 

 

CITY, DNR AGREE ON BEST OPTION TO REPAIR SEWER LINE  

Inserting smaller pipe into 30-inch pipe quickest way to stop discharge into river 

 

MUSCATINE, Iowa – It took over two weeks but crews from the City of Muscatine and Haggerty 

Earthworks were able to excavate the area of a suspected sewer line leak and discovered that 

the problem is much bigger than first anticipated. 

 

The leak was discovered at the intersection of Day, Birch, and Nebraska streets by Muscatine 

Power and Water (MPW) on Oct. 30 and excavation began Nov. 1. However, due to the amount 

of water pooling in the excavated area, the City decided to turn off the Papoose Lift Station to 

allow the 30-inch force main that runs to the Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) to empty. 

Turning off the lift station has allowed sewage to be discharged into the Mississippi River. 

 

Public Works Director Brian Stineman and WPCP Director Jon Koch worked with multiple 

specialists at the Iowa Department of Natural Resources on repair and replacement options. 

Stineman told the Muscatine City Council Thursday (Nov. 16) that three options were developed 

with the IDNR agreeing Monday (Nov. 20) that the third option, which ends the bypass the 

quickest, is the best option. 

 

“We met with them today (Nov. 20) and they believe our best course of action is to push a 24-

inch line into the existing 30-inch line,” Koch said. “Excavation work on this project can start 

immediately and pipe lining can begin as soon as material arrives in the next week or two.” 
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The three options that were presented to the City Council included banding the known leak, 

lining the entire pipe, or inserting a smaller slip line pipe. 

 

The first two options would involve dewatering the line, cleaning the line, and inspecting the line 

from Musser Park to the WPCP which consists of 2,300 feet of 30-inch pipe. The third option 

does not require draining and cleaning the line. Stineman and Koch agreed with the IDNR that 

the best option is the one that stops the bypass the quickest. 

 

The first option centered on banding the damaged section of the pipe but that posed safety risks 

for crews working in the sandy soil excavation area as well as a potential risk for breaking the 

16-inch water main. 

 

The second option would have used a cured-in-place liner formed inside approximately 950 

linear feet of 30-inch pipe from the Musser Park connection to a point west of Grandview 

Avenue. Stineman added that this option would prevent having to open cut around multiple 

utilities, railroad tracks, and streets. The remaining 1,400 linear feet of 30-inch pipe would be 

open cut and replaced from the WPCP to the junction with the lined pipe. 

 

The third option that the IDNR agreed was the best course of action inserts a 24-inch pipe 

inside the 30-inch pipe.  

 

Stineman asked the City Council to authorize spending up to $750,000 out of the Sewer 

Extension and Improvement Reserve Fund for the emergency repairs. The council passed the 

preauthorization on a 6-0 vote. 

 

The city will eventually have to budget and implement a plan to install a new 30-inch force main 

from Musser Park to the WPCP. The current line, which is the oldest section remaining in 

Muscatine’s system, will be kept in place for redundancy and used as needed. 
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“We plan to install a new 30-inch line that will be installed by directional boring and open 

cutting,” Koch said. “The 24-inch slip line will remain in service as an overflow for high flow 

events and emergency repairs to the new line.” 

 

The City would like to remind the public that State water quality standards for fishing and 

swimming may not be met in the area immediately downstream from Papoose Creek discharge 

which includes the old boat landing in the Riverside Park. The landing has been closed off and 

should not be utilized until further notice. 
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Jim Armstrong
District 5 Office, P.O. Box 587, Fairfield, IA 52556

Phone: 641-469-4005 or 641-472-4171
Email: james.armstrong@iowadot.us

November 13, 2017

County: Muscatine
Project Number: NHSX-022-4(77)--3H-70

HSIPX-022-4(78)--3L-70
Location: Near River Rdto CoRdY40
Type of Work: HMA Resurfacing and HMA PavedShoulder - New
Proposed Project Letting: 3/20/18
Notification Letter: 2018-M-138 and 2018-M-139

The Honorable Diana L. Broderson
Mayor of Muscatine
215 Sycamore
Muscatine, IA52761-3840

Dear Mayor:

This is official notification to your City Council that the Iowa Department ofTransportation (DOT)proposes to let a
project as referenced above. This project, or a portion thereof, lieswithin your city. The project is proposed for
construction during 2018. The Resident Construction Engineer, LaurenGiarmo of Mount Pleasant, Iowa 319-385-
2211, will advise you of the contractor's proposed schedule when the information is available.

The work will be done in accord with the current Form 810034 "Agreement for Primary Road Extension Maintenance
and Operation". Project costswill be paid from the Primary RoadFund and no chargeswill be made against the City.

Subject to the approval of, and without expense to the DOT,the City agreesto perform (or causeprivate utilities to
perform), all relocations, alterations, adjustments or removals of existing utility facilities including but not limited to
power, telephone and telegraph lines, natural gas pipelines, water mains and hydrants, curb boxes, utility accesses,
sanitary sewers, and related poles, installations and appurtenances, whether privately or publicly owned, and all
other facilities or obstructions which are located within the limits of an established street or alley and which will
interfere with construction of the project, all in accordance with the Utility Accommodation Policy of the DOT.

We would appreciate this project notification being included on your next City Council meeting agenda asa matter
of information for the Council members. If you have any questions concerning the work involved, pleasecontact this
office assoon as possible in order to expedite any possible changes.



.-

Sincerely,

tr~
District Engineer
District 5

c Deanne Popp
Office of LocalSystems- DOT
LaurenGiarmo, Mount Pleasant RCE
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