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WEEKLY UPDATE: 
• Sidewalks:  Please see the attached updated memo and additional information 

related to costs following the council discussion last week. 
• Bi-State:  Attached please find a copy of the Commission in Review for May 2017. 

The Commission in Review is intended to assist the over 400 elected officials from 
our member governments in being better informed of their Commission’s 
activities. If you have any questions or suggestions regarding the content or 
format of this report, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Sarah Grabowski, 
Desktop, Publisher, Bi-State Regional Commission 

• Mississippi Drive:  The next meeting for the Business Owners along the Riverfront 
construction site will be Thursday, June 22nd, 8:30 a.m. at Contrary Brewing. 

• Police:  FYI - The Federal Government has once again funded the program for the 
purchase of bulletproof vest for the year 2017/2018.  This program came 
available in late May.  This is the same program in which we have participated in 
over the past several years.  The Federal Government provides up to 50% of the 
costs the vests for Police Officers.  The program requires that we make the 
purchase as a government agency.  This would mean that we make the initial 
purchase and then request the Federal reimbursement.  The program requires at 
least a 50% local match. An estimated price per personal vest would be $410.00.   
Asst. Chief Sargent will be applying for two vests for new officers for a total 
amount of $820.00.  

• OpeGov:  City Staff participated in a two-day training session this past week 
related to OpenGov.  Additional training will be ongoing and focused on 
departmental metrics as well.  Our plan is to present the program and a short 
training session at the July In-Depth Council meeting. 

• City Hall: DPW/Buildings & Grounds Division will be working with Park & Rec to 
remove the older/oversized bushes in front of City Hall and replacing them with 
appropriate plantings. 

• Trees:  A door knocker similar to the following draft will be going out to CSO areas 
shortly - The City of Muscatine is preparing a program for replacement of trees 
removed in areas affected by city construction projects. Your neighborhood has 
been affected in the past by a City road or sewer project and new trees will be 
planted in the City Right-of-Way (ROW) or parkway between the back of the curb 
and front of sidewalks. If you are interested in having a tree replaced in front of 
your property in the ROW, please contact the City of Muscatine’s Parks 
Department at 563-263-0241 and ask to have your property address added to a 
list of locations. Please contact the Parks Department prior to July 28, 2017 to 
have your property added to this list for consideration. Please note that trees may 
not be able to be planted in some locations. Trees will not be available to be 
planted until the spring of 2018 (we may have some funding to begin this Fall). 

• MFPRSI:  Please find attached the MFPRSI Board Meeting Agenda for the 
forthcoming meeting on June 29, 2017. 

• Projects:  Wednesday’s team meeting notes attached for your information.

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

To:    Mayor and City Council Members 
 

From:     Andrew Fangman, City Planner, & Jim Edgmond, City Engineer 
 

Cc:    Gregg Mandsager, City Administrator 
    Dave Gobin, Community Development Director 
 

Date:    June 15, 2017  
 

Re:    2017 Sidewalk Program 
 
 

At the direction of City Council staff has examined the cost of installing a sidewalk along Lake 
Park Blvd between the Mad Creek Greenbelt and 2nd Avenue.  The estimated cost for the 
installation of sidewalk along the south side of Lake Park Blvd is $90,000.  The estimated cost 
for the installation of sidewalk along the north side of Lake Park Blvd is $130,000.  The higher 
costs of sidewalk along the south side of Lake Park Blvd is because steep embankments in a 
couple of a locations will require the construction of retaining walls and additional property 
right required to do so.  The estimated cost of sidewalks connecting Madison Elementary 
School to the Mad Creek Greenbelt is approximately $86,000. 
 
Staff stands by its recommendation as shown in the map below, based on the following 
rationale.  The cost of installing sidewalk along the south side of Lake Park Blvd between 2nd 
Avenue and the Mad Creek Greenbelt would significantly exceed the $100,000 budgeted for the 
2017 Sidewalk Program.  Installation of a sidewalk along the north side of Lake Blvd between 
the Mad Creek Greenbelt and 2nd Avenue would be much less effective in achieving the goal set 
forth in both the Comprehensive Plan and the Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan of “of creating 
networks of critical routes for non‐motorized travel radiating outward from each school, which 
will then be linked together into a community‐wide network of safe routes for non‐motorized 
travel.”  A sidewalk along the north of Lake Park Blvd would well serve children walking from 
any of the 10 homes located along the stretch of Lake Park Blvd, to Madison Elementary School, 
however it would be of little benefit to children residing in the approximately 60 homes located 
between Lake Park Blvd and Madison Elementary School, north of Polk Street, as for these 
children using a sidewalk on the north side of Lake Park Blvd to get to school, would require 
them to cross Lake Park Blvd twice.   
 
 



 
 

There is a clear need for there to be a safe pedestrian/bicyclist route from the Heinz area to the 
Park Avenue/Lake Park Blvd. intersection area.  Ultimately sidewalk along Lake Park Blvd will be 
necessary to address this need.  However until the Lake Park Blvd. crossing of Mad Creek can be 
made safe for use by pedestrians and bicyclists, the current bridge is far too narrow, projects 
that encourage additional bike and pedestrian traffic on Lake Park Blvd should be avoided.  It is 
staff’s recommendation that the issue of creating a safe pedestrian and bicyclist crossing of a 
Mad Creek at Lake Park Blvd be addressed in the next Capital Improvement Plan.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The construction of of a sidewalk 
along Tanglefoot Lane to connected 
the 92 homes in the Heritage 
Heights Subdivsion to the Citywide 
sidewalk and trail network will be 
the first priorty of the 2017 Sidewalk 
Program.  Staff recomends the 
sidewalk be constructed on the 
north side of Tanglefoot Lane.  
Closing the sidewalk gap on the 
south side of Tanglefoot Lane would 
require the construction of a little 
less linear feet of sidewalk, however  
the location of a mature 40’+ tall 
maple tree located behind in the 
curb with in the right of way, makes 
it questionable if the construction of 
a sidewalk on the south side of the 
street is a cheaper and more benficial option as compared to the construction on the north side 
of the street.  This tree is located in such a manner that in order to construct a sidewalk on the 
south side of Tanglefoot Lane this tree would have to be cut down, or an easement to constuct 
the sidewalk on the adjoining private property would have to be maintained.  Either option 
could easily negate any savings to be had by locating the sidewalk on the south side of 
Tanglefoot, and also be more disruptive to the neighborhood.  It should also be noted that the 
property owner that would be impacted if the sidewalk were to be constucted on the south 
side of Tanglefoot would also lose a large mature bush planted adjacent to their property 
within the public right of way. 
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NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MUNICIPAL FIRE AND POLICE RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF IOWA 

THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2017   10:00 am 
 

LOCATION:  MFPRSI OFFICES  7155 LAKE DRIVE  SUITE 201, WEST DES MOINES, IA, 50266  
OFFICE PHONE:  (888) 254-9200 

 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA [See Notes 1, 2, 3, 4 below] 

MANAGERS 
  A. SERVICE FIRMS REVIEW:  INVESTMENT MANAGERS 
 
CONSENT ITEMS    
 
MINUTES B. MINUTES AND SCHEDULES 
    1.  REVIEW & APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S) 

2.  SCHEDULES – CALENDARS – CONTRACT SUMMARY 
     
ACTIVITY C. BENEFIT ACTIVITY REPORTS 
    1.   COMMUNICATION PROGRAM ACTIVITY 
    2.   DROP PROGRAM ACTIVITY UPDATE 
    3.   SUSPENSION & WITHHOLDING REPORT 
 
PROJECTS D. DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM REPORTS 
    1.   LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS  

 
  E. FINANCIAL REPORTS 
    1.  STATUS & ANY PROPOSED MODIFICATION OF THE BUDGET 

 
F. BOARD INQUIRIES & ANY MISC. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1)  Administration Goals 
 

   G. DISCUSSION OF LEGAL MATTERS, IMMINENT/PENDING LITIGATION CASES (Tribune Company & Volkswagen) 
 



  

    H. CONSIDERATION OF & DETERMINATION ON APPEAL CASE  (MOORE) 
     
   I.  INVESTMENT PROGRAM UPDATE  

1)  2017 Real Estate Commitment Recommendation 
2)  Fixed Income Portfolio Review 
 

   J. INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 
   K. MORTALITY IMPROVEMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
   L. BOARD EDUCATION:  FIDUCIARY RESPONSIBILITY & NATIONAL PENSION LEGISLATION 
 
   M. ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
 
   N. CONSIDERATION OF WAIVER REQUEST (SULLIVAN) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NOTES:  1) Subject to additions & modifications as topics develop.  At the discretion of the Chairperson of the Board, the scheduling of individual subjects during the meeting may 
be adjusted to facilitate the efficient utilization of time.     2) You are hereby notified that the above-named public body will hold a meeting at the dates, time and place specified. A 
vote may be considered to go into closed session pursuant to Iowa Code 21.5(c)(f).     3) Consent Agenda:   Subjects that require only consent or approval by the Board of Trustees, 
including informational topics.  Subjects upon which information is provided for the Board but which will not be reviewed at the Board meeting except at the request of an individual 
Board member or the administration.     4)  The Board of Trustees will work through the agenda until completion.  Breaks will occur periodically as deemed necessary by the Board 
chairperson.   
 
 
 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  August 24, 2017 
  

 








