














Strong Communities Award Application 
Muscatine Small Business Creation Project 

 

City of Muscatine, Iowa 

Nominated by: Tom Spread, Community Bank and Trust 

Category: Rural Community 

City Population: 23,880 

Project Start Date: January 1, 2015 

 

I. Project Description 

Describe your community or economic development project. What is the project? Who is involved? 

How did you establish need for the project? 

 Three local FHLB Des Moines Member financial institutions and the City of Muscatine City 

Council have partnered to support Small Business Creation in the community of Muscatine, Iowa. 

Community development is strongly supported by Community Bank and Trust, CBI Bank & Trust 

and First National Bank of Muscatine. Three individual programs are used in combination to 

support Small Business Creation in targeted districts in the City of Muscatine.  

 The Small Business Creation Project works to create small businesses in targeted areas of 

Muscatine that were once thriving business areas. The three districts were created to assist 

business development in areas of Muscatine that may not be the most attractive place to start a 

new business but that have a large value to the neighborhood and the community as a whole. We 

are actively supporting infill development by incentivizing new small businesses to fill vacant 

buildings. Much of the focus is placed on Historic Downtown Muscatine where the project strives 

to help rebuild and cultivate a thriving downtown businesses district in Muscatine’s Nationally 

Registered Historic Downtown.  

 Muscatine has long been a community of entrepreneurship and small business. Among our 

native companies that got their start as small businesses in Muscatine, we are home to the HON 

Company, Grain Processing Company, Kent Group, Bandag/Bridgestone, Musco Sports Lighting, 

Stanley Consultants and Carver Pump. These businesses have grown and developed into large 

national and international companies that strongly support the community of Muscatine. Many 

others, such as Heinz, Toyota/Raymond Forklifts, SSAB and Monsanto have followed. All are 

thriving and have further expanded in our community. Developing a robust and diverse local 

economy is of great importance to communities across the United States and what better way to 

develop this than getting back to Muscatine’s roots of small business and entrepreneurship. We 

take great pride in building from within our community rather only than attracting businesses from 

outside.  



 The need for this project is simple: to support and grow the foundation of a thriving 

community. We are proactively working to build a strong local economy before something happens 

where we find ourselves wishing we would have acted sooner.   

Small Business Creation Programs 

1) Muscatine Small Business Forgivable Loan Program: The City of Muscatine is offering Small 

Business Forgivable Loans for building improvements and startup costs associated with the 

creation of a new business or to existing businesses significantly expanding into something new. 

Businesses may obtain a loan for up to $25,000 for the business at a term of 5 years with 20% 

of the original loan forgiven annually on the anniversary of the origination of the loan. 

Businesses receiving funding must be new or expanding its business operations with a new 

product line or service to be eligible. The City has allocated $100,000 annually. Funds will be 

awarded to qualifying businesses based on availability of funds. 

2) Muscatine Building Improvements Loan Program:  The goal of the program is to provide funding 

opportunities to improve a building’s exterior, interior and building infrastructure for a better 

business environment and to improve upper floor housing units. Building improvements may 

foster and protect the historic character of the building and historic district. The property must 

be located within one of the three targeted districts. The districts mirror the Small Business 

Forgivable Loan program districts. The three districts are the Downtown District, Park Avenue 

District and Grandview District.  

 Approved property owners receive a building revitalization loan at 1% below prime interest rate 

for a term of up to 10 years. No fees are charged other than ordinary costs incurred by the 

bank, such as appraisals, abstracting, recording and attorney fees.  

 Three local lenders CBI Bank & Trust, Community Bank & Trust and First National Bank of 

Muscatine are participating with a total financial commitment to the program of $1,000,000.00 

3) Market Rate Business Loans & Financing: For additional business financing that does not qualify 

for the Building Improvements Loan Program, the three local FHLB Des Moines Member banks 

support additional business financing needs of new businesses participating in the Small 

Business Creation Project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



II. Project Impacts & Results 

What impact did this project have on your community? What are the highlights of development and 

growth in your community? Can you directly link this project to specific results or describe your 

anticipated outcomes? If specific results have been achieved, please provide examples and data. 

 The project is having a significant impact on the Muscatine community; one area that may 

be essential to highlight is the way the Small Business Creation Project has provided community 

members with an avenue for inspiration. This project has helped bring forward those community 

members who have had a business idea for many years but needed guidance to start a new 

business. The City of Muscatine Community Development Department works with the interested 

parties as a nonbiased support outlet to help make business ideas a reality. The department offers 

advice, helps entrepreneurs brainstorm to think through and build a plan, discusses financing 

options and offers help to connect them with additional resources to move forward with their 

project. With this resource, more community members are coming forward and asking for help and 

assistance to make their dreams a reality.  

One of the businesses that was made possible through the Small Business Creation Project 

is Chicharo’s Mexican Grill owned by head chef Cesar Garrido and his family. Cesar and his family 

are immigrants from Mexico who have dreamed about and worked toward owning their own 

restaurant for many years. With the Small Business Creation Project, their dream was made a 

reality. Their business is flourishing as Cesar is looking to expand into a larger space and franchise 

new establishments. Additionally, Cesar is working to open a second business making artisanal 

cheese. Entrepreneurship runs in the family as Cesar’s oldest daughter is working to open a unique 

coffee café in Muscatine.  

 In many situations the Small Business Creation Project has helped accelerate the 

implementation and startup of new small businesses. The owner of Big River Guns was 2 years into 

planning and preparation of the opening of his new small business. The Small Business Forgivable 

Loan provided him the funding he needed to open his businesses, cutting almost a year off his 

implementation plan. 

 We are also working with young entrepreneurs in the Muscatine community. A Small 

Business Forgivable Loan was awarded to 11-year-old Hannah who has opened a small bakery in 

Muscatine were she will make and sell sweet baked treats. This was a great opportunity to support 

a young entrepreneur who will continue to grow and invest in her hometown. 

 Since the implementation of this program in January of 2015, 21 small businesses have 

received support from the Small Business Creation Project. The businesses would not have been 

made possible without the Community’s Small Business Creation efforts. The Small Business 

Creation Project has directly assisted in the creation of fourteen (14) new businesses, leveraging 



$1,665,752 in private financing and $250,700 in public financing through the Small Business 

Forgivable Loan Program. The project has additionally assisted in the support of seven (7) small 

businesses that were able to obtain $345,000 in low interest loans through the Building 

Improvements Loan Program to improve critical infrastructure to their facilities to improve 

business operations. In total, the Small Business Creation Project has leveraged over $2.25 million 

in financing to support the creation and sustainability of small business in the Muscatine 

community. For every $1.00 of small business public funding, the program has leveraged over 

$8.00 in additional private financing, making a 1-8 private to public financing ratio.   

 

 Many of the small businesses supported with the project are small startups with 1-2 full-

time jobs in the beginning. As the businesses grow and develop, more jobs are created to support 

the growth. The Small Business Creation Project directly assisted in the creation of 28 full-time jobs 

and 40 part-time jobs. Additionally, approximately 10 constructions jobs (averaged over one year) 

have been created. It is anticipated that jobs created by the Small Business Creation Project will 

grow significantly over time.  

 

 It is projected that the Small Business Creation Project will assist in collaboration with other 

community efforts to revitalize historic downtown Muscatine. We want every storefront filled with 

retail, service and entertainment small businesses and for community members who want to live 

downtown to be closer to these unique local businesses. All of this activity leads to increased 

investment in our downtown buildings and facilities, creating a lovable downtown where people 

want to be. This will ultimately build a more lovable community.    

 Every town, city, county and municipality across the United States is working to develop a 

strong business environment to provide jobs to support the community. The community of 

Muscatine has seen many large businesses start, build and grow here in Muscatine and then 

expand beyond our community. These businesses have never forgotten where their home is. When 

times get tough, they support their hometown by keeping jobs and investing locally. With this 

support, Muscatine has always had quality jobs with a low unemployment rate. Due to the success 

we have seen with locally grown businesses, great support is given to assist local small business 

creation. You never know where the next great business may grow from or what they will grow 

into. What we do know is when they are grown locally, they will always support their hometown.   

Small Business 

Forgivable Loan

Private Business 

Funding

Building Improvement 

Loan

Total Project Funding

250,700.00$              1,665,752.34$           345,000.00$              2,261,452.34$           

Full Time Jobs Part Time Jobs Construction Jobs Total Jobs Created

28 40 10 78



III. Member Collaboration 

How have you financed community projects and what has been the involvement of local financial 

institutions? Have the local institutions been involved in financing projects or have they made 

donations or invested in local projects other than through market rate loans? Did this project 

explicitly utilize FHLB Des Moines advances or grant funds? Is the project completed or in-progress? 

 Community development is strongly supported by Muscatine’s FHLB Des Moines Member 

financial institutions: Community Bank and Trust, CBI Bank & Trust and First National Bank of 

Muscatine. These three local financial institutions are committed to provide $1 million in low 

interest loans to businesses as a part of the Building Improvements Loan Program and to support 

new small businesses with startup financing and guidance.  

 Not only have the three local members put forth financing towards the Small Business 

Creation Project but their advice and expertise in collaboration with the City of Muscatine was 

critical in forming the current programs encompassed by the Small Business Creation Project.  

 Member representatives review business applications and, with their immense expertise, 

assist in advising and guiding prospective business owners. Additionally, they assist the Small 

Business Review Committee to review application to fund and support business development of 

worthy candidates. Their direct involvement has help lead the successful Small Business Creation 

Project.   

The member institutions are committed to the Small Business Creation Project as they have 

currently invested more than $1.5 million to the project and are devoted to continue to support 

small business creation in the Muscatine community.  

 The Small Business Creation Project is still strong and growing. The project is being adapted 

and adjusted with feedback from participating businesses to insure we have a quality project that 

provides the highest and best use with committed financing.  As more assistance and resources are 

needed to support local small businesses, programs will be amended and new programs will be 

created to best serve those needing the assistance. The experience of Muscatine’s FHLB Des 

Moines Member banks is critical to develop programs that help our community in the best possible 

way.    

 If we are honored by winning the Strong Communities Award, the grant will be used to fund 

a Small Business Revolving Loan Program with the goal to continue to support small business 

creation in Muscatine.   

 

 

 



IV. Additional Material 

Photos and video are optional but encouraged. 

Additional material is included in supplemental pages to this application document. Additional 

material includes: 

a) Community Bank and Trust Letter of Support 

b) First National Bank of Muscatine Letter of Support 

c) City of Muscatine Letter of Support 

d) Muscatine Journal article on the Small Business Forgivable Loan program 

e) Muscatine Journal article on Chicharo’s Mexican Grill, a participant in Small Business 

Creation Project receiving support from Small Business Forgivable Loan Program.  

f) Muscatine Journal article on Home Run Hitters, a participant in Small Business Creation 

Project receiving support from Small Business Forgivable Loan Program.  

g) Muscatine Journal article on Sign Pro 3D Printing, a participant in Small Business 

Creation Project receiving support from Small Business Forgivable Loan Program.  

h) Muscatine Journal article on Big River Guns, a participant in Small Business Creation 

Project receiving support from Small Business Forgivable Loan Program.  

i) Photos of Small Business Creation Project business.  

j) Photos of business owners receiving Small Business Forgivable Loan. 

k) The three (3) targeted district maps 









Muscatine lends support to small business
City rolls out forgivable loan program for small businesses

DECEMBER 05, 2014 9:00 PM  •  BY JASON LIEGOIS

MUSCATINE, Iowa —  Economics
development is something city officials
everywhere talk about.

In Muscatine, officials are putting their money
where their mouth is.

The city has already kicked off one program to
encourage development: the Building
Improvement Loan Program, which provides
loans for property improvements. Meanwhile,
another program is under development: the
Upper Housing Floor Program, which is
designed to encourage property owners to
convert the upper floors of downtown buildings
into affordable and gap housing.

Now, the city has announced another program
to join the other tools city leaders and staff are
using to help revive development in downtown
Muscatine and other locations in the
community.

The program, which officially kicked off Wednesday, is called the Small Business Forgivable
Loan Program. The city has dedicated $300,000 in Tax Increment Financing (TIF) funds
over three years for forgivable loans. The individual loans to small businesses will be worth
up to $25,000, lasting for five years with 20 percent of the loan forgiven annually.

“It is exciting to kick off our Small Business Forgivable Loan Program —  a program that will
incent local small business, entrepreneurs and infill in key areas in Muscatine," City
Administrator Gregg Mandsager said in a press release announcing the program. "I
appreciate the Mayor and Council’s strong support for this creative new program!”

The purpose of the loans is to give business owners the ability to put more resources toward
building and capital improvements. To become eligible for the program, businesses must be
new to the community or undergoing significant expansion.

After receiving applications for the project, the city will review and award grants based on
several different factors, including availability of funds, potential job creation, additional
investment, fire safety and handicap accessibility, among others.

“We encourage any small business to expand or locate within the targeted areas of

http://muscatinejournal.com/users/profile/Jason%20Liegois
http://muscatinejournal.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fmuscatinejournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmuscatine-lends-support-to-small-business%2Farticle_fd23ef92-8042-55fc-92ef-964d0af6ae31.html%3Fprint%3Dtrue%26cid%3Dprint&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=LiegoisMedia&tw_p=followbutton
http://muscatinejournal.com/news/local/things-are-looking-up-downtown/article_e2eb730a-b6fb-5e0b-9253-2d02f6b8e42d.html


Muscatine with several programs recently created for them to take advantage of,”
Community Development Director Dave Gobin stated in the press release.

The areas in question are the Downtown Small Business TIF District, the Park Avenue
Small Business TIF District, and the Grandview Avenue Small Business TIF District. 
However, Gobin said he hopes the program could be expanded to other areas of the
community if it proves to be a success.

"I'd love to see it grow and expand," Gobin said Thursday.

Other programs
This program joins a recently instituted Building Improvement Loan Program. Created in
November, that program is a collaboration between the city and three Muscatine banks,
through which loans are made available to property owners interested in making
improvements to their buildings and properties. Prospective loan recipients have to meet the
banks' normal credit standards to participate.

This is a pilot program, currently limited to the section of downtown Muscatine from Pine
Street to Mulberry Avenue and from Mississippi Drive to Third Street. The banks have
already committed $1 million in funding for the project, with more possible as time goes on.

In addition, the city is in the process of starting a Upper Floor Housing Program, designed to
encourage property owners to convert the upper floors of downtown buildings into affordable
and gap housing.

The city currently is seeking to create a development corporation to administer the program
and a community development trust to help allocate funding for an investment pool, and
hopefully will be in operation by next year, Gobin has said.

For more information

A summary of the program, with maps, is available with this story a
muscatinejournal.com, More information is also available at
www.muscatineiowa.gov/index.aspx?NID=898 or by calling  the city's Community
Development Office at 563­262­4141.

http://www.muscatineiowa.gov/index.aspx?NID=898
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Muscatine welcomes Chicharo's Mexican Grill
Jessica Fletcher­Frye jessica.fletcher­frye@muscatinejournal.com Dec 9, 2015

MUSCATINE, Iowa — Park Avenue welcomed a new authentic Mexican restaurant called Chicharo's
Mexican Grill in the beginning of November and, according to the family, it's going well.

Chicharo's offers delivery, dine­in, carry­out and catering, and is also known for it's burritos.

"A lot of people have told us our food reminds them of food you'd find in California," said Monica
Gonzalez, daughter of Chicharo's owner, Cesar Garrido.

Garrido was born and raised in Mexico and came to the U.S. about 23 year ago. While living in Denver,

Jessica Fletcher­Frye/Muscatine Journal
Cesar Garrido and his wife Monica are the owners of the new authentic Mexican food restaurant Chicharo's Mexican Grill, located on Park
Ave.

https://qctimes.com/users/profile/Jessica%20Fletcher-Frye
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fqctimes.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmuscatine%2Fmuscatine-welcomes-chicharo-s-mexican-grill%2Farticle_0b133cf3-5958-5c8f-9a8d-fc9a3e2478da.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fqctimes.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmuscatine%2Fmuscatine-welcomes-chicharo-s-mexican-grill%2Farticle_0b133cf3-5958-5c8f-9a8d-fc9a3e2478da.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dtwitter%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share&text=Muscatine%20welcomes%20Chicharo%27s%20Mexican%20Grill
mailto:?subject=%5BThe%20Quad%20City%20Times%5D%20Muscatine%20welcomes%20Chicharo%27s%20Mexican%20Grill&body=http%3A%2F%2Fqctimes.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmuscatine%2Fmuscatine-welcomes-chicharo-s-mexican-grill%2Farticle_0b133cf3-5958-5c8f-9a8d-fc9a3e2478da.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
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the Garrido family realized there was a lack of authentic Mexican food in the area and decided to
change that.

After moving and finally settling in Muscatine, Garrido decided he wanted to open the doors to
authentic Mexican food once again.

For the last three years, he ran a food truck that would cater to companies like Allsteel. As the
company grew and more and more people were looking for his food, Garrido jumped at the opportunity
to start a restaurant.

According to his daughter, Garrido's goal is to create a different atmosphere where families and friends
can come and feel comfortable.

"We're very family oriented. We want everyone to feel like part of the family," said Gonzalez.

Chicharo's Mexican Grill is located at 600 Park Ave., the former location of The Sicilian, and can be
contacted by calling 563­263­5911

The hours are 10 a.m.­9 p.m. Monday­Thursday and 10 a.m.­11 p.m. Friday and Saturday (closed
Sundays).

For more information or to look at the menu, visitchicharosmexicangrill.com.

http://www.chicharosmexicangrill.com/
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Knock it out of the park: Home Run Hitters offers indoor
hitting/pitching facility

JANUARY 05, 2015 3:42 PM  •  JUSTIN RUST 563­262­0533
JUSTIN.RUST@MUSCATINEJOURNAL.COM

MUSCATINE, Iowa — A bucket a day will help
keep the strikeouts away.

That is one of the slogans used by Home Run
Hitters, the new indoor baseball and softball
facility in Muscatine.

In Iowa, the winter weather prevents baseball
and softball from being played year round.
Home Run Hitters helps fill the gap for players
who want to get some extra work in during the

offseason.

Jeff Kokemuller opened up the facility, which is located at 1115 Musser Street, on Nov. 1.

“A lot of people in town have said we needed something like this for quite a while,” he said.
“We felt there was a need and we went after it.”

Kokemuller said there are indoor facilities in and around the Quad Cities and in Iowa City,
but Home Run Hitters is the only one in Muscatine.

The facility offers training for all ages. It has five batting cages available for hitting off
machines or live pitching for baseball and softball in addition to a strength training area.

“I believe strength and conditioning is huge for these kids in the offseason,” Kokemuller
said. “And it doesn’t take long to come in here and take 150 quality swings."

Kokemuller got into coaching when his daughter, Madison, was seven years old and joined
a softball team in Muscatine. He has been coaching for the last six years.

“I just fell in love with it. I watched video after video about specialized coaching and running
good practice plans,” he said. “Just dove right into it and learned as we went. Our second
season of fast pitch, we were second in the state in USSSA.”

With his coaching experience, Kokemuller understood the need for players to get in quality
time in the offseason.

So far, Home Run Hitters has received a good reception in just over two months of
operation. 

http://muscatinejournal.com/
http://muscatinejournal.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=Justin%20Rust%0A563-262-0533%0Ajustin.rust%40muscatinejournal.com


“We are right in town so a lot of high school kids are coming to us and some previous
Muskie baseball players are coming in from their college break,” Kokemuller said.

The rates are $15 for half an hour and $25 for an hour. A six­month membership is $50 per
month and a one­year membership is $37.50 a month. All of the rates can be found on its
website at www.hrhitters.com.

“We feel we are competitive and we are pretty aggressive with our rates,” Kokemuller said.
“We want to get kids in here. That’s the name of the game, get them in here.”

Kokemuller isn’t the only instructor at the facility. Former Muscatine Community College
baseball player Michael Allen is also a hitting and pitching instructor.

Home Run Hitters also offers a pro shop.

“As far as our pro shop, whatever you want, we can get,” he said.

As the baseball and softball seasons approach, Kokemuller said he anticipates it will get
busier at Home Run Hitters.

“We have anywhere from five to 10 people a day and we think teams will start coming in
here shortly,” he said.

Home Run Hitters is open every weekday 4­9 p.m. and on the weekends from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m.



SignPro moving into 3­D modeling with help from the
city

MARCH 07, 2015 10:59 AM  •  BY JASON LIEGOIS

MUSCATINE, Iowa — A local business is
expanding its operations into 3­D design work
thanks to a new small business forgivable loan
program.

Sign Pro of Muscatine, located at 800 Main St.,
produces signs for commercial companies,
vehicle graphics and other related items. It
works with a wide variety of clients in the area,
from providing safety signage for industrial
businesses to logos and signage for startup
businesses.

Lance Parrish, production manager for Sign
Pro, and employee Bart Nesmith, had, over the previous several months, talked with owner
John Fox about the idea of starting a 3­D printing operation at the company. These printers
create 3­dimensional items for a wide variety of manufacturing and fabricating uses, and
Parrish and Nesmith have had training in 3­D design. However, with many commercial 3­D
printers valued at around $10,000 per machine, Fox believed such a business move might
have to wait for the future.

That changed last year, however, when they attended an event at Muscatine Community
College for local entrepreneurs where they heard two presentations that piqued their
interest. The first was from a pair of startup entrepreneurs who recalled their difficulties in
designing license plate holders. The second was from Muscatine City Administrator Gregg
Mandsager and Community Development Coordinator Adam Thompson about the new
Small Business Forgivable Loan Program started by the city late last year.

"Then it was kind of hard to say no," Parrish said.

According to Thompson, the program is designed to especially help new small businesses
get started. However, it is also designed to assist existing small businesses significantly
expand operations like doubling the business' capacity or, in the case of Sign Pro, offer a
new product.

For the city, the program is aimed at having strong locally based companies play a dominant
role in the community's economy. Thompson said having those business grow and prosper
has meant a more stable economy for the city, and the program hopes to encourage a new
generation of entrepreneurs to take root and grow in Muscatine.

"It's really about sustainability and stability here in Muscatine," Thompson said.

http://muscatinejournal.com/news/local/muscatine-lends-support-to-small-business/article_fd23ef92-8042-55fc-92ef-964d0af6ae31.html
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fmuscatinejournal.com%2Fbusiness%2Fsignpro-moving-into--d-modeling-with-help-from-the%2Farticle_132fd4ec-4004-501f-927d-495d11fe6f33.html%3Fprint%3Dtrue%26cid%3Dprint&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=LiegoisMedia&tw_p=followbutton
http://muscatinejournal.com/users/profile/Jason%20Liegois
http://muscatinejournal.com/


Sign Pro received $15,000 as part of the loan, and the company will provide matching
funding that will exceed that amount, Fox said. 

Fox and Parrish said they will use the funds to both purchase the printer and for renovations
to the Sign Pro headquarters to provide usable space for the 3­D printing operation. They
expect to have the printer by April and complete the renovations by the end of the year.

Thompson said the program has distributed $56,000 in loans so far to Sign Pro, Home Run
Hitters, and Big River Guns. The city expects to distribute an additional $44,000 in loans by
the end of the current fiscal year on June 30, for either new businesses or existing ones
seeking to expand operations. The loan terms are five years with 20 percent of the forgiven
annually.

"The [public] interest has been extremely high," Thompson said. "I take a few phone calls on
it every week."

Although there have been just three applicants so far, Thompson said he expects more to
come. Applications are reviewed by a committee made up of Mandsager, a representative
from the Greater Muscatine Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and a representative from
a local bank not directly involved with the project. 

The city is asking those interested in applying to the program to contact the city's
Community Development office by phone at 262­4141 or in person at City Hall, 215
Sycamore St.



BUSINESS

Muscatine man follows his passion, opens new gun
shop

JULY 08, 2015 12:30 AM

MUSCATINE, Iowa — Scott Lucas recently
turned a passion he's held since he was five
years old into a business: Big Rivers Guns on
Park Avenue.

"Dad started me out hunting when I was real
little. He started to take me out hunting when I
was five. 'Course I didn't shoot when I was that
young. I didn't shoot til I was a little bit older,
but I went out hunting with them then," he said.

Lucas' shop sits at 1216 Park Ave., right next
door to Lucas Communications, which his

father Dave started and which Lucas still runs. Big Rivers Guns is only open in the
afternoons during the week, giving Lucas time to give his full attention to the
communications business in the morning.

 "I have to budget my time between the two," he explained, adding that he has the support
of Chief Operating Officer Scot Vanwey at Lucas Communications.

"I've always liked guns and worked on my own gun," Lucas, 49, said about starting the
business, which has been open for three weeks now. "It's something I've always wanted to
do."

 Lucas sells ammunition, targets and other accessories as well as a variety of guns,
including concealed carry pistols, long­range pistols, various semi­automatic and pump shot
guns and rifles. He even has a few personal favorites available, like an A5, a Browning
Maxus, like the one he uses, and a Winchester XS3.

"I've got a little bit of everything," he said, adding that he also buys and trades guns.

He's owned the building for several years now, originally intending to expanding Lucas
Communications into it, but found that he didn't need to after all. Since then, he's rented the
building out, until deciding it was time for him to get into the gun business. The building is
about 1,600 square feet, he said, explaining that some of the space isn't in use yet, so he
has room to expand as he builds his inventory and clientele.

 Lucas also offers gunsmithing ­­ that is, cleaning, repairing and accessorizing guns. It took
him about a year to learn the trade.

 "I love doing it," he said. "It's really interesting."

http://muscatinejournal.com/


Big River Guns

What: Gun shop

Where: 1216 Park Ave.

Hours: 12­4:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday; 12­5:30 Tuesday and Thursday and
9 a.m.­12 p.m. Saturday.

Contact: 563­299­2658
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August 2016 Project Update 
Status as of Thursday August 18, 2016 

 
 

Asphalt Street Resurfacing: 

Street Name  From:  To:  Status 

E. 9th  Mulberry  Cedar  Milled & Paved 

Burnside Drive  Mulberry  Corner  Milled, Pave 8/19/16 

Burnside Drive  Corner  Dead End  Milled, Pave 8/19/16 

George Street  Green Street  Dead End  Milled, pave next week 

Logan Street  Pinefield  Dillaway  Milled, pave next week 

Logan Street  Dillaway  82’ S. of Fulliam  Milled, pave next week 

Hill Avenue  McKinley  Jefferson  Milled, pave next week 

James Street  Lucas  Allen  Milled, pave next week 

Dick Drake Way  Steward Road   Start of Concrete  Milled & Paved 

Weed Park  Maintenance Driveway    TBD 

Lombard Street  E. 2nd Street  Dead End  TBD 

Brook Street  E. 2nd Street  Dead End  TBD 

 

Musser/ Wiggins Trail: 

 Working on bid documents and final estimates 

 Bid letting late fall 2016 
 
Cleveland Street Reconstruction: 

 Working on bid documents and final estimates 

 Bid letting late fall 2016 
 
Sidewalk Program: 

 Working on bid documents and final estimates 

 Bid letting early September 2016 
  

 


