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WEEKLY UPDATE: 

• HNI Construction:  Just a quick reminder with the details - Calacci Construction 
will be closing 2nd St. down for the final time on the project at 600 E. 2nd St., the 
HNI building.  Calacci would like to have the road closed from July 6th through 
July 15th.  Calacci would close the road down early in the morning on July 6th and 
reopen the road at the end of the day on July 15th.  They have to remove the 
existing bridge that is currently over 2nd St. and do a large amount of work to the 
new bridge while the road is closed down.  This was provided by Joe Williams, 
Field Engineer, Calacci Construction Company, Inc. 

• RAGBRAI:  Because of a conflict in city rules (RAGBRAI ordinance), the Brew has 
withdrawn their request the use Iowa Ave for a street dance the weekend of July 
30th.They will still be using the parking lot behind the Brew. 

• Trails:  Attached is a write up prepared by our City Planner following a count of 
trail users at seven locations along the City of Muscatine trail network.  

• MPW:  As note previously, Finance Director Nancy Lueck has been working with 
MPW to correct MPW sewer billing issues.  Following a recent meeting, Nancy 
received notice that payment related to the County Jail will be made after 7/1. 
Please find attached the MFPRSI Board Meeting Agenda for the forthcoming 
meeting on July 7, 2016. 

• Sidewalk:  Attached is a cope of the proposed sidewalk construction program for 
2016 prepared by City Planner Fangman. 

• EPA:  As noted previously, the City has been working with the EPA and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) just announced that Muscatine, Iowa, is 
one of six communities selected to receive technical assistance with sustainable 
design strategies under EPA’s Greening America’s Communities (GAC) program for 
2016.  Attached is the press release and following is a link to the Region 7 
announcement. https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/muscatine-iowa-receive-tech-
assistance-sustainability-through-epas-greening-americas 

• Commercial:  A local group (Several downtown businesses and interested parties) 
has been working with the CVB to prepare a TV commercial to run for several 
months on KWQC.  The group has a draft commercial to refine and I will be 
receiving an update next week.  I will send along a link when available. 

• Bi-State:  Attached is the June 2016 Commission Packet.  The Commission 
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 22, 2016.  Sarah Grabowski, Desktop 
Publisher, Bi-State Regional Commission. 

• Mississippi Drive:  The tentative date for Bolton & Menk to present the corridor 
project and alternatives to City Council is at the July 14th In-Depth Session.

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/muscatine-iowa-receive-tech-assistance-sustainability-through-epas-greening-americas


MEMORANDUM 

From:    Andrew Fangman, City Planner 

Date:    June 5, 2016 

Re:    2016 Count of Trail Users 

 

Between April 8th and May 3rd the Bi‐State Regional Commission conducted a count of trail users at seven 

locaƟons along the City of MuscaƟne trail network, see Figure 1for locaƟon of counts.  For the first Ɵme 

counts were conducted at two locaƟons along the new Cedar Street Trail.  Trail user counts were also con‐

ducted in 2014 and 2015.  These three counts begin to paint a picture of the scope and paƩern of trail us‐

age in MuscaƟne, see Table 1. 

Figure 2 depicts the daily count of trail users at each of the seven locaƟons and the weather condiƟons.  As 

this chart illustrates, tail usage is extremely sensiƟve to weather condiƟons.   Trail use drops dramaƟcally on 

rainy days, and counts also drop on days with a high temperature under 60 degrees.  On average the count 

of daily trail users is three Ɵmes less on days with recorded rainfall as compared to days without rain. Be‐

cause of the relaƟvely short period of Ɵme that this count was conduct in and the extreme sensiƟvely of 

trail users of to weather condiƟons it is important considered the weather condiƟons that were present 

during the count.   

The weather during the count this year was colder and weƩer than the counts conducted in 2014 and 2015.  

An addiƟonal outside factor impact the trail count is the temporary closure, near the end of the count, of 

the Riverfront Trail just west of the Mad Creek Bridge.  This was because of construcƟon related to dredge 

spoil line for a period of Ɵme near the end of the count.  

Despite the limitaƟon of this count data, it does illustrate three broad trends/ paƩerns in trail usage of the 

MuscaƟne trail network.  The new Cedar Street Trail is aƩracƟng significant numbers of pedestrians and 

bicyclists to a corridor that previously was unsafe for bike and pedestrian travel.  The opening of the Cedar 

Street Trail may have increased usage on exisƟng nearby trails.  The Riverfront Trail remains by a significant 

margin the most used trail in MuscaƟne, with the trend in the usage of this trail being on unclear.  



In 2015 the Cedar Street Trail, a new one mile trail along the north side of Cedar Street running from the hos‐

pital to the high school, opened.  This year’s count of trail is the first measure of usage of this new trail.  An 

average daily total of 48.5 users were counted at the intersecƟon with Imperial Oaks and 32.8 and the inter‐

secƟon of Wood Creek Lane.  While there is not enough data make a precise esƟmate of the number of an‐

nual trips being made on the new, the data is sufficient to indicate at least 10,000 trips a year by pedestrians 

and bicyclist are being made on the new trail.  This is significant because prior to the opening of the Cedar 

Street Trail, there were no sidewalk or trails along this stretch of Cedar Street, as such  all of the 10,000+ an‐

nual trips now being made on the Cedar Street Trail were previously being made by car, in unsafe condiƟons, 

or not at all. 

There is also some evidence that opening of the Cedar Street Trail may have increased usage on the nearby 

trail that run through Fuller Park, Discovery Park, and MPW’s A/O office, by improving pedestrian and bike 

access to this trail.  The Cedar Street Trail ends  just 1,800 from where the Fuller Park trail begins on Houser 

Street, and there are good sidewalks linking these two trails.   The average daily count of trail users on the 

Fuller Park Trail at Houser Street was 55.3, an increase from the 31.1 and 40.6 that was measured during 

count in 2015 and 2014 respecƟvely.   The weather during 2016 count of trail users was colder and weƩer 

than that during the 2015 and 2014 counts.  So with all other factors being the same, a decline in users 

would have been expected.  The measured increase of trail users at this locaƟon, despite the count occurring 

in less favorable condiƟons, could be indicaƟon that opening of the nearby Cedar Street Trail has led in‐

creased usage on other nearby trails, or this could be a staƟsƟcal anomaly.   AddiƟon counts will be needed 

to form for more definiƟve conclusion. 

Trail users were also counted at four locaƟons along the Riverfront Trail, at the same locaƟon that were used 

in the 2014 and 2015 counts.  As was the case in prior years the Riverfront Trail remains the most used sec‐

Ɵon of MuscaƟne’s trail neatwork, by a significant.  The highest level of usage occurring in the downtown 

area with a user count that is approximately double that observed at Musser or Weed Parks, as was the case 

in 2014 and 2015.    

Three of the four count locaƟons along the Riverfront Trail recorded a drop in the average daily user count as 

compared to prior years, with the excepƟon of the Highway 22 crossing which increased as compared to 

both 2014 and 2015.  However, there is a very strong probably that these declines are a result of colder and 

weƩer weather as compared to the weather during previous counts  and the  impact of the construcƟon re‐

lated trail closure at the Mad Creek Bridge.   Further counts will need to be conducted for any definiƟve con‐

clusions to be reached on paƩerns of usage of the Riverfront Trail. 
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Trail User Counts 

LocaƟon 
2016  2015  2014 

Total 

Count  Days 

Daily 

Avg. 

Daily Avg.  

x 365 

Total 

Count  Days  Daily Avg. 

Daily Avg.  

x 365 

Total 

Count  Days  Daily Avg. 

Daily Avg.  

x 365 

Cedar St Trail @ Imperial Oaks 1,260  26  48.5  17,688                         

Cedar St Trail @ Wood Creek 852  26  32.8  11,961                         

Fuller Park/MPW Trail @ Houser 
Street 

1,437  26  55.3  20,173  653  21  31.1  11,350  1,379  34  40.6  14,804 

Riverfront Trail @ Hwy 22 2,706  26  104.1  37,988  815  21  38.8  14,165  2,970  31  95.8  34,969 

Riverfront Trail @ Musser Park 1,161  26  44.7  16,299  2,940  21  140.0  51,100  4,204  33  127.4  46,499 

Riverfront Trail @ Basketball 
Courts 

4,457  22  202.6  73,946              8,527  34  250.8  91,540 

Riverfront Trail @ Mad Creek 
Bridge 

2,213  26  85.1  31,067  3,319  17  195.2  71,261  6,139  34  180.6  65,904 

                         

Dates, DuraƟon, and CondiƟons of Counts 
Start Date April 8, 2016  June 4, 2015  April 16, 2014 

End Date May 3, 2016  June 24, 2015  May 19. 2014 

Number of Days 26  21  34 

Number of Days With Rain 11  10  12 

Percent of Days With Rain 42.3%  47.6%  35.3% 

Number of  Weekend Days 8  6  10 

Number of Weekend Days With 
Rain 

3  4  1 

Percent of Weekend Days With 
Rain 

37.5%  66.7%  10.0% 

Number of Days With a High Un- 10  0  11 

Percent of Days With a High Un-
der 60� 

38.5%  0.0%  32.4% 

Tab
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NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MUNICIPAL FIRE AND POLICE RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF IOWA 

THURSDAY, JULY 7, 2016   10:00 am 
 

LOCATION:  MFPRSI OFFICES  7155 LAKE DRIVE  SUITE 201, WEST DES MOINES, IA, 50266  
OFFICE PHONE:  (888) 254-9200 

 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA [See Notes 1, 2, 3, 4 below] 

MANAGERS 
  A. SERVICE FIRMS REVIEW:  INVESTMENT MANAGERS 
 
CONSENT ITEMS    
 
MINUTES B. MINUTES AND SCHEDULES 
    1.   REVIEW & APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S) 

2.   SCHEDULES – CALENDARS – CONTRACT SUMMARY 
     
ACTIVITY C. BENEFIT ACTIVITY REPORTS 
    1.   COMMUNICATION PROGRAM ACTIVITY 
    2.   DROP PROGRAM ACTIVITY UPDATE 
    3.   SUSPENSION & WITHHOLDING REPORT 
 
PROJECTS D. DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM REPORTS 

1.   LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS  

 
  E. FINANCIAL REPORTS 
    1.   STATUS & ANY PROPOSED MODIFICATION OF THE BUDGET 

 
F. BOARD INQUIRIES & ANY MISC. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 1)  Administration Goals 
 
 

   G. DISCUSSION OF LEGAL MATTERS, IMMINENT/PENDING LITIGATION CASES (Tribune Company) 



  

 
    H. CONSIDERATION OF & DETERMINATION ON APPEAL CASE  (BOWMAN) 
 

I. INVESTMENT PROGRAM UPDATE  
    1)  Private Equity Recommendation 

 
   J. INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 
   K. BOARD EDUCATION:  INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
   L. ALTERNATIVE INACTIVE MORTALITY ASSUMPTIONS 
 
   M. PROTOCL NETWORK REVIEW 
  
 
 
 
 
NOTES:  1) Subject to additions & modifications as topics develop.  At the discretion of the Chairperson of the Board, the scheduling of individual subjects during the meeting may 
be adjusted to facilitate the efficient utilization of time.     2) You are hereby notified that the above named public body will hold a meeting at the dates, time and place specified. A 
vote may be considered to go into closed session pursuant to Iowa Code 21.5(c)(f).     3) Consent Agenda:   Subjects that require only consent or approval by the Board of Trustees, 
including informational topics.  Subjects upon which information is provided for the Board but which will not be reviewed at the Board meeting except at the request of an individual 
Board member or the administration.     4)  The Board of Trustees will work through the agenda until completion.  Breaks will occur periodically as deemed necessary by the Board 
chairperson.   
 
 
 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  August 25, 2016 
  
 

















































U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 7 
11201 Renner Blvd., Lenexa, Kansas 66219 
 
Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, and Nine Tribal Nations 
 

Muscatine, Iowa, to Receive Tech Assistance for Sustainability 
through EPA’s Greening America’s Communities Program 
 
Contact Information: EPA Region 7: Chris Whitley, 913-551-7394, whitley.christopher@epa.gov 
EPA Headquarters: Robert Daguillard, 202-564-6618, 202-564-4335, daguillard.robert@epa.gov 
 
Environmental News 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
(Lenexa, Kan., June 23, 2016) - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced 
today that Muscatine, Iowa, is one of six communities selected to receive technical assistance 
with sustainable design strategies under EPA’s Greening America’s Communities (GAC) program 
for 2016. 
 
The other five communities chosen for GAC assistance are Columbia, S.C.; Brownsville, Texas; 
Oklahoma City, Okla.; Honolulu, Hawaii; and Multnomah County, Ore. 
 
“EPA is excited to roll up our sleeves and start working with the next round of cities through 
Greening America’s Communities,” said EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy.  “This program is 
another example of EPA making a visible difference in communities—helping build healthy, 
vibrant neighborhoods and stronger local economies centered on environmental sustainability.” 
  
In the coming months, EPA will fund a team of designers to visit each selected city to create 
designs that will support a larger planning and implementation process for a pilot area. Through 
the Green America’s Communities program, these teams will provide assistance to help 
communities use green infrastructure and other environmentally friendly designs to create more 
walkable, bikeable, and vibrant neighborhoods. 
 
Muscatine will receive GAC assistance for the Grandview Avenue Corridor Project, which 
involves the redesign of former U.S. Highway 61/Iowa Highway 92, leading into the south side of 
the community. Jurisdiction of this segment of the highway, now known as Grandview Avenue, 
was transferred to the city in 2014. The Grandview Avenue Corridor Project will help turn the 
street into a safer gateway into downtown for both cars and bicycles. 
 
In other communities receiving assistance from EPA’s GAC program in 2016: 

 Columbia, S.C., will create designs to protect an urban stream and create a greenway 
that will minimize flooding and establish a walkable connection through the Capital City 
Mill District.  

 Brownsville will add green infrastructure to the International Greenway along the U.S.-
Mexico border to manage stormwater, create a more walkable street, and add shade and 
plants to cool an area experiencing higher temperatures due to climate change.   

 Oklahoma City will use green infrastructure to minimize flooding from a local stream and 
make improvements to streets in four neighborhoods that will increase safety and 
improve quality of life for residents.  

 Honolulu will receive assistance to design street improvements and green infrastructure 
to better support walking and economic development around two planned rail stations. 



 Multnomah County will create designs for streets and public spaces in the Jade District 
to address heat island and air quality issues, manage stormwater, bolster infill 
development, and support the character and concerns of the surrounding community. 
 

Under the GAC program, formerly known as Greening America’s Capitals, EPA has helped 23 
capital cities and the District of Columbia with sustainable design strategies.  Results from 
previous GAC projects include: 
 

• Little Rock, Ark., received more than $3.2 million in public investment to revitalize Main 
Street.  

• Charleston, W. Va., received a $650,000 grant from the U.S Department of 
Transportation for Slack Plaza redesign. 

• Lincoln, Neb., invested over $1.5 million from a U.S Department of Housing and Urban 
Development Community Development Block Grant and from local funds to add green 
infrastructure and other improvements along 11th Street. 

• Baton Rouge, La., has secured $250,000 to begin detailed design of the Downtown 
Greenway and $100,000 for construction on the first section of the greenway trail. 

• Phoenix, Ariz., spent $575,000 to complete the first phase of bike lanes and other road 
improvements along Grand Avenue.  

• Montgomery, Ala., has spent $1.3 million of local funds to make improvements to the 
historic Selma to Montgomery Trail.  

 

# # # 
 

Learn more about Greening America’s Communities: 
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/greening-americas-communities 

 
Learn more about EPA Region 7: https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-region-7-midwest 

 
Connect with EPA Region 7 on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/eparegion7 

 
Follow us on Twitter: @EPARegion7 


