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WEEKLY UPDATE: 

• GMCCI:  The GMCCI Annual Meeting and Recognition Night is Thursday, March 
31st at the Geneva Golf and Country Club.  Please let one of us know as soon as 
possible if you plan to attend. 

• ATE Handheld:  The Police Department is exploring the use of mobile speed 
enforcement with GATSO who is our ATE vendor.  The department is looking at 
two mobile possibilities.  The first is where an unmanned vehicle or trailer is set 
up on a city street where it captures speed violators and then downloaded for 
processing through the GATSO system.  The second variation uses a laser radar 
equipped with a camera and computer that is operated by an officer and then 
processed through the GATSO system.  More to come from the department… 

• FONSI (Mississippi Drive):  IDNR - This is to inform you that the FHWA has 
approved and signed the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and Final 
Section 4(f) Statement for the highway improvement project on Mississippi Drive 
which extends from Main Street to the Norbert F. Beckey Bridge in the City of 
Muscatine.  Approval was dated January 25, 2016 and was signed by Mike 
LaPietra. The FONSI and Final Section 4(f) Statement are the final steps in the 
NEPA process.  The project is therefore cleared to move forward in the 
development process. Changes to the project, as approved, could nullify the 
concurrence.  Please contact the Office of Location and Environment if there are 
changes. The wetland/floodplain permitting process is separate from the NEPA 
review process and any applicable permits will need to be obtained prior to 
construction. 

• IEDA Report:  Dave Gobin attended an IDOT presentation or update on the State’s   
Freight and Rail study yesterday in Ames.  A draft report expected in April 2016.  
This study is the prelude to seeking Federal funds for various transportation 
projects throughout the state, including Muscatine. 

• Moodys:  The Bond Call with Moody’s has been set for April in advance of issuing 
debt. 

• Landfill: The RFP for Landfill Operations went out this week.  Bids are due March 
15th at 2PM.   

• Insurance Brokerage Services:  Interviews were held this past week by the Risk 
Management Committee.  We hope to have a recommendation to Council next 
week as renewals are fast approaching.  

• TIF:  A TIF bill was introduced in the Senate this past week.  The League is 
registering against the bill and is in the process of creating talking points.  I will 
share that information when available.  Here is the link to the bill: https://
www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/lgi/86/hsb639.pdf. 

• Legislative Day:  I will be attending Legislative Day next Tuesday in Des Moines 
and the Iowa League Board Meeting the following day.  I will send out copies of 
information or handouts received. 

• EPA:  Please see the attached press release regarding EPA enforcement actions in 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/lgi/86/hsb639.pdf


the area. Benjamin M. Washburn, Public Affairs Specialist. EPA Region 7. 
• EPA:  The Department of Natural Resources Air Quality Bureau (DNR) will hold a 

public hearing on Wednesday, March 30, 2016, at 3:00 p.m. at the Muscatine 
County Conservation Board’s Environmental Learning Center, 3300 Cedar Street, 
in Muscatine. The purpose of the hearing is to receive oral and written comments 
on the draft of the state implementation plan (SIP) for the sulfur dioxide (SO2) 
nonattainment area in Muscatine County. 

• An electronic copy of the draft SIP document may be viewed at http://
www.iowadnr.gov/airstakeholder. The SIP document will be under the Public 
Input section of the page in the area titled Muscatine 1-Hour SO2 
Nonattainment SIP. A copy of the draft SIP may also be viewed at the Musser 
Public Library, located at 304 Iowa Ave, in Muscatine, Iowa, or at the DNR-Air 
Quality Bureau, 7900 Hickman Road, Suite 1, Windsor Heights, Iowa. 

• To protect human health the federal Clean Air Act (CAA) requires the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to set limits on the amount of pollution 
allowed in the air. These limits are called national ambient air quality standards 
(NAAQS) and they must be evaluated periodically and revised as necessary. In 
2010, the EPA established a new 1-hour (hr) SO2 NAAQS to reduce people’s 
exposure to high short-term concentrations of SO2. 

• Following any NAAQS revision EPA reviews air quality data submitted by the 
state and must designate as nonattainment any areas that do not meet the 
new NAAQS. On August 5, 2013, EPA published in the Federal Register (78 FR 
47191) a nonattainment designation for a portion of Muscatine County for the 
2010 1-hr SO2 NAAQS. To address the nonattainment designation the CAA 
requires the state to develop a SIP revision that includes a control strategy 
providing for expeditious attainment of the 1-hr SO2 NAAQS. The DNR 
collaborated with facilities in Muscatine to develop air pollution control 
measures that will permanently reduce SO2 emissions and result in timely 
attainment of the 1-hr SO2 NAAQS. 

• Any person may make written comments on the proposed SIP revisions by 
Thursday, March 31, 2016. Written comments on the draft SIP should be 
directed to Matthew Johnson, Department of Natural Resources, Air Quality 
Bureau, 7900 Hickman Road, Suite 1, Windsor Heights, Iowa, 50324, fax 
515-725-9501, or by electronic mail to matthew.johnson@dnr.iowa.gov. All 
comments must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 31, 
2016. 

• CVB:  Here is some of the recent CVB activity: 
• The Chinese Orchestra visit went spectacularly! Over 1,000 people came to the 

concert and all of the other events for the orchestra during their two-day stay 
were also well attended and much enjoyed. I am absolutely thrilled with how 
everything went and so rewarded by the whole experience. The committee 
that came together to put this together was truly wonderful. I know that 
Muscatine is going to continue to be much enriched by future opportunities like 
this and so will our tourism industry! 

• Met with our part time person and established some hours for her over the 
next several months. 

• Had a meeting with WQAD about a digital marketing effort effort for April-
September, similar to what we did last year with them, but tweaked to be 
more effective. Will have more details soon. 



• Have a meeting this afternoon about a marketing opportunity with KGAN's 
Road Tripping series. 

• The RAGBRAI committees are coming together! We're seeing lots of people 
eager to help. Janet Morrow at the Chamber is a great spearhead for it. As 
CVB Manager, I will be working as the RAGBRAI Hospitality Committee chair 

• The Second Saturday event is moving forward, although maybe not as fast as 
we'd hoped. We're still planning to start the event this year, but may push the 
first one back to June. We want to do the best job possible! 

• As part of our involvement in the Travel Mississippi River organization, I've 
taken on the role of crafting their quarterly emails. Should be a good 
opportunity to learn more about the Great River Road region and about email 
marketing. 

• The CVB is renewing the STR report to be received on a quarterly basis, which 
will save us $500. We'll continue looking at ways to best utilize the 
information. 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 7 
11201 Renner Blvd., Lenexa, KS 66219 
 
Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, and Nine Tribal Nations 
 

Settlements Aim to Prevent Oil Spills by Darling Ingredients Inc., 
related subsidiaries in Iowa, Kansas 
 
Contact Information: Angela Brees, 913-551-7940, brees.angela@epa.gov 
 
Environmental News 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
(Lenexa, Kan., February 25, 2016) – Three subsidiary companies of Darling Ingredients, Inc., a 
publicly traded corporation headquartered in Irving, Texas, have agreed to settle allegations of 
Clean Water Act violations at four different oil storage facilities located in Muscatine and Sioux 
City, Iowa, and Wichita and Kansas City, Kan.  Each of these facilities store a combination of 
petroleum fuel oils, vegetable oils or animal fats produced from animal rendering. 
 
Through three separate settlements with EPA Region 7, naming Darling Ingredients, Inc., Darling 
Ingredients LLC and Darling National LLC (both doing business as Dar Pro), and Griffin Industries 
LLC as respondents, the companies will pay a combined civil penalty of $135,000 to the United 
States. EPA identified the violations during site visits and inspections of each facility in 2013. 
 
The Clean Water Act (CWA) requires facilities that store more than 1,320 gallons of oil (which 
includes animal fats and vegetable oils) to have and properly implement a spill prevention, control 
and countermeasures plan (SPCC) designed to prevent oil spills from leaving those facilities. In 
2013, EPA inspected the Sioux City, Wichita and Kansas City facilities and found these facilities 
violated SPCC program requirements by failing to properly identify and account for all oil storage 
capacity, and properly plan for the containment of possible spills. 
 
The CWA also requires facilities that store more than 1 million gallons of oil to develop a Facility 
Response Plan (FRP), which outlines procedures for addressing “worst-case” discharges of oil. 
By being prepared and by conducting required response drills, facilities are better situated to 
prevent environmental harm from such releases.  
 
“The Clean Water Act requires small oil storage facilities to have plans to prevent a spill from 
leaving their property, and for large oil storage facilities to have adequate response plans to 
prevent a spill from becoming a much larger environmental problem,” said Region 7 Administrator 
Mark Hague. “In the case of an oil spill, the lack of proper spill prevention and response 
preparation can have serious consequences for nearby residents and the environment. This 
settlement helps protect the environment and the communities near these facilities from that risk.” 
 
At the time of EPA’s site visits both the Muscatine and Sioux City facilities produced and stored 
more than 1 million gallons of oil. The Muscatine facility has now ceased the storage of oil, and 
the Sioux City facility has reduced its oil storage capacity to less than 1 million gallons.  
 
The settlement agreement with Griffin Industries LLC for the Muscatine facility requires a penalty 
payment of $12,500 and resolves the company’s previous failure to properly determine whether a 
FRP was required for that facility.  
 
The settlement agreement with Darling Ingredients LLC and Darling National LLC resolves the 
SPCC violations alleged at the Wichita and Kansas City facilities and requires a penalty payment 
of $23,500.  
 



Lastly, a proposed settlement with Darling Ingredients, Inc., resolves both alleged SPCC and 
FRP violations at the Sioux City facility and requires a penalty payment of $99,000. This 
settlement is subject to a 40-day public comment period. More information about the settlement 
and how to comment can be accessed at http://www.epa.gov/ks/region-7-table-clean-water-act-
public-notices. 
 
By each of these settlements, each company attests they are now in compliance with the CWA.  
 
 

# # # 
 

Connect with EPA Region 7 on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/eparegion7 
 

Learn more about EPA’s civil enforcement of the Clean Water Act: 
http://www.epa.gov/enforcement/water-enforcement 

 
 










































































































































































































































