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WEEKLY UPDATE: 

1. Goals:  Can you let me know if Tuesday, October 27th or Thursday 
October 29th will work better for our annual goal setting session. The 
session will start at 5:30PM in the Lower Level Conference Room. 

2. China:  The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and the presentation that followed at 
the Riverview Center went very well.  We have numerous local, Iowa, 
regional and International (Chinese) press at both events and additional 
interviews are scheduled for today.  Here are some photos from the Des 
Moines Register:  http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/local/kyle-
munson/2015/09/17/chinese-president-xi-jinping-friendship-house-
muscatine-iowa/72335300/. 

3. CIAT:  Attached is a copy of the agenda and previous meeting minutes.  The 
next CIAT meeting isTuesday, September 22 at Noon in the Lower Level 
Conference Room.  The CIAT will also be looking at updating the riverfront 
master plan. 

4. Award and Grant:  The City along with out three local banks are finalists for 
the Strong Communities Award for our two small business programs.  This is 
through the Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines. Starting in October 
there will be a voting component as well.  Here is some additional 
information:  Congratulations again on being selected as a Strong 
Communities Award finalist. To help promote your wonderful project in your 
community, we are offering any assistance that you may need. In the past, 
we have developed personalized press releases, flyers, post cards, TV/radio 
talking points and more for our finalists to utilize and distribute at their 
convenience. We also offer up to $200 in advertising reimbursement 
assistance for any promotions that your institution takes on. We are in the 
process of putting together project features and spotlights that will be 
highlighted on our Strengthening Communities Together network 
(www.fhlbforcommunity.com) prior to and during the vote.  We will send out 
a general press release later this week announcing the finalists. This will also 
be sent to the appropriate state and national trade organizations as well. 
With the public vote slated to begin on October 5, we encourage you to 
actively promote your project over the next two weeks. Bi-State:  Attached 
is the September 2015 Commission Packet.  The Commission meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, September 23, 2015. 

5. Articles:  Here are some recent articles relevant to ongoing activities in 
Muscatine.  We are also putting together links to additional recent activity 
related tot he Sino-Us Friendship House.   

a. ED:  Startup Grind:  http://muscatinejournal.com/news/local/startup-
grind-hosts-first-event-at-contrary-brewery/
article_5c474f46-915e-58e5-a7b1-2752d22718d9.html 

b. China:  http://muscatinejournal.com/news/local/muscatine-opens-

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 
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chinese-friendship-house/article_fd02f044-2641-5c9a-
b690-3d545fddf0ce.html 

c. History & Industry Artice:  http://www.thegazette.com/subject/life/
people-places/iowa-all-over-pearl-button-capital-of-the-
world-20150913 

d. Port:  this is the news clip on the Port from WHBF last night... http://
www.ourquadcities.com/news/muscatine-planning-for-port-authority 

6. Dog Park:  City staff is coordinating with the Dog Park Committee to get the 
identified area mowed, graded and seeded over the next couple weeks.  This 
should provided for a good base going into the spring. 

7. TIF:  Now that IEDA has awarded Union Tank their high quality jobs 
program, we will bring the TIF agreement forward to City Council.  The 
Council resolution submitted with the application is attached as well as the 
original TIF summary.  Council acted on the public hearing at the 9/17 
meeting. 

8. Conferences:  Reminder that I will be attending the Iowa League Conference 
September 23-25 and the ICMA Conference on September 28-30.  I will be 
available by cell or email.  DPW Director Hill and Finance Director Lueck will 
also be available. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

The following is a summary of current projects provider by DPW Director Hill: 

1.  Mulberry Asphalt Overlay: 
     a.  E. 9th to Burnside is done and will open today (18th) 
          - Intersection work at Parham/Woodlawn/Leroy still needed 
     b.  Burnside to Wier 
          - Friday (18th) Milling 
          - Saturday (19th) Complete Milling 
          - Monday (20th) Roadway Maintenance crews make street repairs 
          - Tuesday (21st) Begin overlay 
          - Anticipate work to be completed by Friday (25th) 
2.  Sidewalks: 
     a.  All Poured 
     b.  Cleanup in process 
3.  West Hill: 
     a.  Paved Chestnut 
     b.  Open W. 4th by Friday (25th) 
     c.  Open Chestnut by Friday (October 2nd) 
     d.  November completion to include all surface restoration 
4.  Diana Queen Drive: 
     a.  Lay milling base September 21st - 25th 
     b.  Pour 1/2 of road September 28th - October 2nd 
     c.  Pour other 1/2 of road October 5th - 9th 
     d.  November completion to include all surface restoration 
5.  Cedar Street: 
     a.  Should be completed by mid-October 
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MINUTES 
Community Improvement Action Team 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 – Noon 
City Hall – Lower Level Conference Room 

 
 
Members Present: Gary Carlson, Rochelle Conway, Rich Dwyer, Andrew Fangman, Dave 
Gobin, Greg Jenkins, Laura Liegois, Tim Reed and Tom Spread 
 
Members Absent:  Melanie Alexander, John Beckey, Mayor Hopkins, Rich Klimes, Sarah Lande, 
and Ann Meeker  
 
Guests Present:  Andrew Anderson, Nick Cusick, Erin Dindinger, Jodi Hansen, and Gregg 
Mandsager 
 
The meeting was called to order at Noon by Rich Dwyer. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the May 2015, regular meeting. Moved by Anderson, Second by 
Reed. All ayes; motion carries.  
 
Comments from Citizens  
Andrew Anderson commented the Muscatine River Monster statue is on display at the Figge Art 
Museum in Davenport.   
 
Comments from Mayor  
Mayor Hopkins was unable to attend the meeting. 
 
Blue Zones Update 
Jodi Hansen reported the BZ Blueprint Update has been submitted.  The City Council has 
approved the outside dinning ordinance and which will now become a permanent part of the city 
code.   

CAT Grant Project Update 

Gary Carlson reported plans are being developed to secure major fundraising which include 
engaging Denny Palmer for graphic design support.  

Gary added the Business 61 Corridor Project will capture the CAT Grant in its overall project.  

Suggestions from the floor for marketing the fundraising material included:  

 Interviewing someone who has relocated here to add a human interest piece. 
 The color blue should be used for the Blue Zone wording in the header line. 
 Highlight the letters CAT in the word Muscatine. 
 Including historic preservation pictures from downtown. 
 Adding the link to the Muscatine Convention and Visitors Bureau site. 



 

Dog Park Update 

Erin Dindinger reported the Boonies on the Avenue fund raising evening was very successful, and 
the brick sales and personal donations are continuing to come in. Ground breaking plans are for 
late July to early August. 
 
Action Team Reports 

a. Community Landscape 
City work is continuing on Colorado and Cedar Streets. 

b. Community Trails 
Gregg will provide updated information on the Deep Lakes project at the next meeting. 

c. Downtown 
None heard. 

d. Community Art 
The Art Center will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary in August.   

e. Cultural  
Tom Spread commented the new Community Bank & Trust building features work by local 
artists throughout their building. 
 

Next Meeting Date – July 28, 2015 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Susan Fulton 
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