
Gregg Mandsager 
City Administrator 

City Hall, 215 Sycamore St. 
Muscatine, IA 52761-3840 
(563) 264-1550 Voice/TT 

City Administrator Report to Mayor & City Council 
August 28, 2015, Edition No. 188 

WEEKLY UPDATE: 

1. SBFL:  The committee reviewed an application for the Small Business 
Forgivable Loan Program this week.  The application is for a new business on 
2nd Street - Hanna’s OzSome Treats.  More details to come.  Council 
member Spread has also shared the details of a Strong Communities Award 
opportunity.  We plan to get the application in by the deadline Monday. Here 
are additional details and a link with more info:  “Do you have an economic 
development project that has made an impact in your community? Apply 
today for a chance to win $15,000!  Every year the Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Des Moines highlights the work our members do by awarding the Strong 
Communities Award to deserving projects within our district. The award 
demonstrates the value that communities throughout the FHLB Des Moines 
district derive from small business and economic development projects. The 
award recognizes projects that created stronger communities by measuring: 
Impact - The project provided a solution to identified economic development 
needs of the community.  Results - The project demonstrated specific 
economic development benefits to the community.  Collaboration - The 
project included financial or human contributions from a FHLB Des Moines 
member financial institution.  One urban and one rural project will each 
receive $15,000 to support small business growth and economic 
development in their communities.”  Link:  https://fhlbforcommunity.com/
news-events/news/2015-strong-communities-award?
mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRoks6%2FJZKXonjHpfsX54%2B0sX7Hr08Yy0EZ5
VunJEUWy24cFSNQ%2FcOedCQkZHblFnV0PS62vTa0Nq6UE 

2. Public Officials Directory:  Please see the attached directory provided by Bi-
State. 

3. Bi-State:  Attached please find a copy of the Commission in Review for June 
and July 2015. The Commission in Review is intended to assist the over 400 
elected officials from our member governments in being better informed of 
their Commission’s activities. 

4. Mississippi Drive:  Hope to see you at one or more of the project kick-off 
events starting this coming Monday.  Wellmark (as part of the Blue Zones 
efforts) will be coordinating the filming of Cedar Street next week likely while 
Dan Burden is here.  We will have access to the video once complete. 

5. Legislative Priorities:  Attached are the recommended 2016 legislative 
priorities.  This will be acted upon at the League’s annual conference. 

6. China:  May 2016 is the target opening date for the next Muscatine Visitor’s 
center in Yiwu, China.   

7. MPW:  Attached are the August agenda and the July minutes for MPW. 
8. Conference:  I will be attending the Iowa League Conference and ICMA 

Annual Conference 9/23-9/25 and 9/28-9/30.  I will be available by cell or 
email.  If you need anything immediately, please contact Randy or Nancy. 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 

https://fhlbforcommunity.com/news-events/news/2015-strong-communities-award?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRoks6%2FJZKXonjHpfsX54%2B0sX7Hr08Yy0EZ5VunJEUWy24cFSNQ%2FcOedCQkZHblFnV0PS62vTa0Nq6UE


9. Muscatine Egg Gathers:  Andrew will be bringing the next section of the 
Zoning Ordinance to Council at the September In-Depth meeting.  This topic 
is covered under this next chapter, but neither staff nor the Planning 
Commission has not recommended any changes to the current ordinance at 
this time.  Before spending much time on this topic, staff will be looking for 
council input on whether this is something you are interested in considering 
at this time.  The following is provided by a local group looking to provide for 
the raising of chickens in the backyard - Here is document we have been 
working on.  Two researched based sources are cited at the beginning.  We 
pulled information from Coralville, Mason City, Johnston, and Burlington city 
codes.  Included are links to those codes. We wanted to gather information 
from cities of similar population.  A suggestion for a possible ordinance is at 
the end of the document.  Hope this is helpful information.  Alyce Spoto, 
Muscatine Egg Gatherers.

























































































































































































































































AGENDA 
BOARD OF WATER, ELECTRIC, 

AND COMMUNICATIONS TRUSTEES 
AUGUST 25, 2015 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

5:28 p.m.  MISO Attachment O Annual Meeting – Transmission Rate Update  
 

REGULAR MEETING – 5:30 P.M. 

 

NO ACTION   I. Public Comment 
 

MOTION   II. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 

MOTION  III. Ratify Payment of July Expenditures and Transactions 
 

MOTION  IV. Defined Benefit Employee Pension Plan – 2Q15 Investment Report  
 

RESOLUTION  V. Set dates for Receipt of Bids and Conduct a Public Hearing to Construct Well 46 
at Main Well Field Project  
 

RESOLUTION 
RESOLUTION 

VI. Recommendation for Final Acceptance as Complete for the 2014 Water Main 
Projects; Approve Contract Change Order for a Decrease in the Amount of 
$106,439.38 for Final Contract Amount of $574,117.62 
 

RESOLUTION  VII. Recommendation for Final Acceptance as Complete for the  A/O Center Roof 
Replacement Phase 2 Project 
 

MOTION  VIII. Recommendation to Approve the Revised/Updated Board Policy Manual 
 

RESOLUTION   IX. Resolution Requesting that the Mayor and City Council Designate October 4–
10 , 2015, as Public Power Week 
 

 

NO ACTION  

MOTION 

 

NO ACTION 

MOTION  

X. Reports for August 2015 

A. General Manager’s Report  

B. Receive and Place on File the July Financial Operating Statements & 
Balance Sheets for Electric, Water, & Communications Utilities  

C. Receive and Place on  File Competitive Quotes for Public Improvements 
Report  

D. Receive and Place on File the Departmental Reports  

 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF WATER, ELECTRIC, 

AND COMMUNICATIONS TRUSTEES 

OF THE CITY OF MUSCATINE, IOWA 

JULY 28, 2015- 5:30 P.M. 

The Board of Trustees met in regular session at Muscatine Power and Water's 
Administration/Operations Building, 3205 Cedar Street, Muscatine, Iowa, on Tuesday, July 
28, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. 

Chairperson Steven Bradford called the meeting to order. Members of the Board were 
present as follows: Trustees Doyle Tubandt, Warren Heidbreder, Tracy McGinnis, and 
Steven Bradford; Trustee Susan Eversmeyer was absent due to previously scheduled 
commitments. 

Also present were Sal LoBianco, General Manager of Muscatine Power and Water; Jerry 
Gowey, Board Secretary; Charles Potter, Muscatine Journal; Erika Cox, Brandy Olson, Tim 
Reed, Gage Huston, and Brenda Christensen of Muscatine Power and Water (MP&W}. 

Chairperson Bradford asked if there was anyone in attendance who wished to make any 
public comments. There were no public comments. 

The June 30, 2015, public hearing and regular meeting minutes, the July 17, 2015, special 
meeting minutes, and the June 30, 2015, Audit/Finance Committee Meeting minutes 
were presented as previously submitted to all Board members in written form. Trustee 
Tubandt moved, seconded by Trustee McGinnis, that the minutes from the June 30, 2015, 
public hearing and regular meeting be approved as submitted, that the July 17, 2015, 
special meeting minutes be approved as amended, and that the meeting minutes of the 
June 30, 2015 Audit/Finance Committee Meeting be received and placed on file. All 
Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried. 

The list of expenditures and transactions for June 2015 was presented as previously sub
mitted to all Board members in written form . After review and discussion of the 
expenditures, Trustee McGinnis moved, seconded by Trustee Heidbreder to ratify 
payment of $10,185,844.55 for the Electric Utility, $561,558.57 for the Water Utility, and 
$808,298.76 for the Communications Utility, for a cumulative total of $11,555,701.88. All 
Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried. 

Mr. LoBianco stated that as a Transmission Owner (TO} in Mid-Continent Independent 
System Operator (MISO}, MP&W must establish tariff rates for use of its transmission 
system by other market participants. The process for establishing these rates is through 
MISO's formula rate protocols using MISO's Attachment 0 template. MP&W must update 
its Attachment 0 each year, utilizing the Utility's most recent financial data, and submit 
this information to MISO by the first of June. A step required by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC} in this process is that each TO must hold an annual public 
meeting regarding its transmission rate updates, and submit an informational filing with 
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FERC regarding its updated transmission rates. Management recommends that the Board 
set a public hearing prior to its next regular Board Meeting on August 25, 2015 to receive 
any public comments regarding its annual transmission rate update (Attachment O). This 
public hearing will meet the requirement in MISO's revised formula rate protocols related 
to holding an annual public meeting. After additional discussion, the following resolution 
was submitted: 

RESOLUTION 15-13 

WHEREAS, it is recommended that a public hearing be established for the review 
of MP&W's annual Transmission Rate Update (Attachment 0) to receive any 
public comments before submittal of this form to FERC; now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Water, Electric, and Communications Trustees of 
the City of Muscatine, Iowa that a public hearing be held on the 25th day of 
August 2015 at 5:28 p.m. in the Board Room of Muscatine Power and Water's 
Administration/Operations Building located at 3205 Cedar Street, Muscatine, 
Iowa, and the notice of said hearing shall be published once in the Muscatine 
Journal, a newspaper of general circulation published daily in the City of 
Muscatine, Iowa, not less than four (4) nor more than twenty {20) days prior to 
said hearing, all as required by the Code of Iowa. 

Trustee Heidbreder moved, seconded by Trustee Tubandt, that said resolution be passed, 
approved, and adopted this 28th day of July 2015. On roll call, Trustees Heidbreder, 
Tubandt, McGinnis, and Bradford, voted aye. Voting nay, none. Trustee Eversmeyer was 
absent. Resolution carried . 

Chairperson Bradford summarized the following appointments that are recommended for 
the 2015/2016 Board Committees: 

Audit/Finance - Susan Eversmeyer and Warren Heidbreder (Committee Chair) 

Planning/Operations - Steven Bradford and Doyle Tubandt (Committee Chair) 

Personnel/Public Relations - Doyle Tubandt and Tracy McGinnis (Committee Chair) 

After discussion Trustee Heidbreder moved, seconded by Trustee Tubandt, to receive and 
place on file the 2015/2016 Board Committee appointments. All Trustees present voted 

aye. Motion carried. 

Mr. LoBianco advised that the next meeting agenda item pertained to the Board Policy 
Manual and that the manual had been provided under separate cover to the Board. He 
stated that the manual had been reviewed and updated by staff, and submitted in a 
"redline/track change mode" for their review and comment. Mr. LoBianco reviewed the 
changes to the document; Mr. Heidbreder suggested that the Expenditure Authorization 
Policy be simplified by removing names and adding titles only for approval levels. No 
action was being requested this evening regarding the policy manual. Approval will be 

requested at the August Board meeting. 

There were no items to review in the General Managers Report. 
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The next item on the agenda was to receive and place on file the YTD and June Financial 
Statements, which are comprised of Statements of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in 
Net Position, Statements of Net Position, Statements of Cash Flow, and other related 
financial documents for each Utility and the Quarterly Investment Report. Mr. LoBianco 
stated that Financials would be covered in the Key Performance Indicators presentation. 
Trustee McGinnis moved, seconded by Trustee Tubandt, to receive and place on file the 
YTD and June 2015 Financial Statements and the Quarterly Investment Report for the 
Water, Electric, and Communications Utilities. All Trustees present voted aye. Motion 
carried. 

The Quarterly Project Status Report and Variance Analysis were presented as previously 
submitted to all Board members in written form. Trustee Tubandt moved, seconded by 
Trustee McGinnis, to approve the Quarterly Project Status Report and Variance Analysis. 
All Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried. 

The Competitive Quotes for Public Improvements Report was presented as previously 
submitted to all Board members in written form. Trustee Tubandt moved, seconded by 
Trustee Heidbreder, to receive and place on file the Competitive Quotes for Public 
Improvements Report. All Trustees present voted aye. Motion carried . 

The Critical Issues and Key Performance Indicators presentation for the Water, Electric, 
and Communications Utilities was the next agenda item. After a brief discussion in 
response to questions, Trustee Heidbreder moved, seconded by Trustee Tubandt, to 
receive and place on file the 2015 Second Quarter Critical Issues and Key Performance 
Indicators for the Water, Electric, and Communications Utilities. All Trustees present 
voted aye. Motion carried. 

The June 2015 Departmental Reports were presented as previously submitted to all Board 
members in written form. Trustee McGinnis moved, seconded by Trustee Heidbreder, to 
receive and place on file the June 2015 Departmental Reports. All Trustees present voted 
aye. Motion carried. 

The meeting of the Board of Trustees was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

BOARD OF WATER, ELECTRIC, AND 
COMMUNICATIONS TRUSTEES OF THE 
CITY OF MUSCATINE, IOWA 

CJ:]~~ 
Board Secretary 
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Title 10 – Zoning 
Chapter XXX – Keeping of Animals in Residential Districts 
 
10‐XXX‐1 Applicability 

A. The raising and keeping of any animals within a residential zoned district shall comply 
with the regulations contained within this chapter. 
 

B. Nothing in this section shall be construed as permitting a type or species of animal that 
is prohibited elsewhere in the City Code. 

10‐XXX‐2 Definitions 

A. Domestic  Companion Animal: a domestic animal customarily kept, and cared for, by 
the occupants of a dwelling for personal pleasure, and which are not raised for food, fur, 
or monetary gain. Typically, this includes dogs, cats, birds and other small mammals and 
reptiles, but not fowl, herd animals, goats, horses, other farm type animals, or types of 
animals prohibited elsewhere in City Code. 

 

B. Small Farm Type Animal:  Small sized animals or fowl normally raised on a farm, or as 
part of commercial agricultural or animal husbandry operation, or normally used for 
purposes related to agricultural production. Includes, but not limited to, chickens, 
guinea hens, geese, ducks, turkeys, pigeons, mink, and other animals or fowl of similar 
size and type, whose mature weight is less than 30 pounds. Young or miniature large 
animals are not included in this definition and are considered large animals. Domestic 
companion animals are not included. 
 

C. Medium Farm Type Animal:  Medium sized animals or fowl normally raised on a farm, 
or as part of commercial agricultural or animal husbandry operation, or normally used 
for purposes related to agricultural production. Includes, but not limited to sheep, 
goats, or similar medium sized animals whose mature weight is between 30 and 500 
pounds. Domestic companion animals are not included. 
 

 

D. Large Farm Type Animal:  includes, but not limited to, horses, donkeys, burros, llamas, 
bovines, swine, bison, camels, ostriches, emu, and other animals or livestock of similar 
size and type, whose mature weight exceeds 500 pounds.  

10‐XXX‐3 Regulations Applying to Parcels Under 2 Acres in Size 

A. Keeping of domestic companion animals of a type and in a manner that is in compliance 
with all relevant sections of City Code is permitted. 
 

B. Keeping of small farm type animals, medium farm type animals, or large farm type 
animals is prohibited. 
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C. Kennels or any other forms of boarding animals for compensation are prohibited. 
 
 
 
 

10‐XXX‐4 Regulations Applying to Parcels More than 2 Acres but Less  
             than 20 Acres in Size 

 

A. Keeping of domestic companion animals of a type and in a manner that is in compliance 
with all relevant sections of City Code is permitted. 

B. Maximum number of farm type of animals permitted: 

1. Small farm type animals: Maximum of 4 small farm type animals per acre. 
 

2. Medium farm type animals: Maximum of 2 medium farm type animals per acre.   
 

3. Large farm type animals: Maximum of 1 large farm type animal per acre.   
 

D. Keeping of roosters, peacocks, turkey gobblers or guinea fowl is not permitted. 
 

E. Any accessory structure related to the keeping of farm type animals shall comply with all 
of the following: 

 

1.  Any accessory structure associated with the keeping of small, medium, or large 
type farm animals, other than swine, shall be set back 60 feet from the nearest 
parcel line. 

 
 

2.  Not more than one animal shelter building for the housing of livestock or small 
animals or fowl shall be permitted on one parcel. 

 

F.  All pens, stalls, quarters, or any other structure related to the keeping of animals as well 
as any grazing areas shall be maintained in a sanitary manner free from noxious odor 

G. Kennels or any other forms of boarding animals for compensation are prohibited. 
 

H. Services offered in exchange for compensation that are related to or make use of farm 
type animals are prohibited. 
 

I. Keeping of swine prohibited. 

10‐XXX‐5 Regulations Applying to Parcels More than 20 acres in Size 
 

A. Keeping of domestic companion animals of a type and in a manner that is in compliance 
with all relevant sections of City Code. 

 

B. All farm type animals are permitted. 
 

C. Feed lots, livestock confinement areas, or confined animal feeding operations are 
prohibited. 

 

D. Any accessory structure related to the keeping of farm type animals shall comply with all 
of the following: 
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1.  Any accessory structure associated with the keeping of less than 60 small, 20 
medium, or less than 10 large type farm animals, other than swine, shall be set 
back 60 feet from the nearest parcel line. 

  
2.  Any accessory structure associated with the keeping of 60 or more small type 

farm animals, 20 or more medium type farm animals, or 10 or large type farm 
animals, or any number of swine shall maintain a 200 feet setback from the 
nearest parcel line. 

 

E. All pens, stalls, quarters, or any other structure related to the keeping of animals as well 
as any grazing areas shall be maintained in a sanitary manner free from noxious odor. 

 

F. Kennels or any other forms of boarding animals for compensation are prohibited. 
 

G. Services offered in exchange for compensation that are related to or make use of farm 
type animals are prohibited 

10‐XXX‐6 Keeping of Hives or Colonies of Bees 
 

Keeping of hives or colonies of bees is permitted subject to the following:  
 

 

A. No more than 2 hives per acre is permitted. 
 

B. Hives or colonies of bees shall be kept in a manner inaccessible to the general public. 
 

C. Hives or colonies of bees shall be kept in a manner so that bee movements to and from 
the hive do not interfere with the ordinary movements of persons on adjacent 
properties or the public right‐of‐way. 

 

D. Hives shall be located at least 60 feet from the nearest property line. 
 

 
 



I	  would	  like	  to	  start	  with	  a	  link	  to	  this	  researched	  based	  article	  on	  urban	  chicken	  ordinances.	  Residential	  Urban	  Chicken	  Keeping.	  
The	  article	  discusses	  how	  different	  all	  ordinances	  are	  but	  the	  ones	  that	  work	  have	  these	  traits	  in	  common.	  
All 25 ordinances evaluated had some combination of the above common themes, but there were also some unique regulations that one 
(or a few) cities had related to residential chicken keeping. These unique regulations are as follows: 	  

● Chicken feed must be stored in rat proof containers 	  
● Pro-chicken regulations are on a 1-year trial basis with only a set number of permits issued until the yearly re-evaluation. 	  
● For every additional 1,000 sq. feet of property above a set minimum, 1 additional chicken may be added to the property. 	  
● The allowance of chickens in multi-family zoned areas (allowance in single family zoning is most common) 	  
● Coops must be mobile to protect turf and prevent the build up of pathogens and waste. 	  
● Chickens must be provided with veterinary care if ill or injured 	  
● Minimum square footage requirements per bird for coop/enclosure 	  

	  
Another	  excellent	  researched	  based	  article.	  	  
	  Illegal	  Fowl:	  A	  Survey	  of	  Municipal	  Laws	  Relating	  to	  Backyard	  Poultry	  and	  a	  Model	  Ordinance	  for	  Regulating	  City	  Chickens	  by	  
Jaime	  Bouvier	  
This	  article	  is	  an	  excellent	  resource	  of	  common	  practice	  and	  model	  ordinances.	   	  
	  
	  

Coralville,	  IA	  
Are Chickens 
Allowed in this 

location 
Yes 

Max Chickens 
Allowed No limit given-NOISE AND ZONING ORDINANCES APPLY 

Roosters 
Allowed No 

Permit Required No 



Coop 
Restrictions No coop restrictions provided 

City/Organizatio
n Contact name Unknown 

Additional 
Information 

Chapter 55.12 on KEEPING LIVESTOCK states you can have poultry but only in agriculture 
zoned districts:  

1. General Prohibition. Except in agriculture zoned districts, no person shall be 
permitted to raise, keep or harbor livestock within the corporate limits of the City. 
The term livestock includes animals belonging to the bovine, caprine, equine, 
ovine or porcine species; farm deer, as defined in Section 481A.1 of the Code of 
Iowa, ostriches, rheas, emus or poultry. The purpose of this section is to prohibit 
the pasturing, feeding and keeping of livestock either in the open or confined to 
buildings within the nonagricultural areas as so zoned by the City unless the 
same is in conjunction with an agricultural nonconforming use.  

2. Chapter 55.05 states on LIVESTOCK NEGLECT: It is unlawful for a person who 
impounds or confines livestock in any place to fail to provide the livestock with 
care consistent with customary animal husbandry practices or to deprive the 
livestock of necessary sustenance or to injure or destroy livestock by any means 
which causes pain or suffering in a manner inconsistent with customary animal 
husbandry practices.  

3. Chapter 55.10 states on NUISANCES: The following acts and circumstances are 
hereby declared to be nuisances and therefore are prohibited:  

1. Keeping an animal or animals in such manner or in such number that allows for 
the accumulation of solid waste of such animals, which becomes a detriment to or 
menace to the health of the animals or to humans.  



2. Keeping a noisy animal, regardless of whether the animal is physically situated in 
or upon private property. A. A noisy animal is defined as an animal that barks, bays, 
howls, cries or emits any other noise continuously and/or incessantly for a period of 
ten (10) minutes or barks intermittently for a period of one-half (½) hour or more and 
the sound is plainly audible across a residential boundary or within a noise sensitive 
area. 

Link for more 
Information 

http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Iowa/coralville/codeofordinancesofthecityofcoralvilleiow
?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:coralville_ia 

 
Keep clicking on the “next Document” tab to open up the full code. 

Information Last 
Updated 2010-04-29 10:27:46 

	  
City	  of	  Johnston	  

Are Chickens Allowed in this 
location Yes 

Max Chickens Allowed ZONING ORDINANCES APPLY 
Roosters Allowed No 
Permit Required No 

Coop Restrictions Proximity, noise, sanitation, zoning restrictions apply. 
City/Organization Contact 

name  

Additional Information 168.02 R-1A (MODIFIED SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) ZONING 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS. The regulations set forth in this section, or 
elsewhere in this ordinance when applicable, shall apply in the R-1A Modified 
Single Family Residential District.  



A. A single family dwelling on each lot. No temporary buildings, trailers or mobile 
homes, tents, portable or potentially portable structures shall be used for dwelling 
purposes.  
3. Permitted Accessory Uses. The following uses are permitted as part of, or in 
accessory to the principal permitted and special uses.  
I. Agricultural crops, truck farming, tree farms, and orchards, provided that no 
offensive odors are created and provided further, that no retail sales shall be 
permitted on the premises.  
J. Livestock keeping, provided that no offensive odors or dust are created and 
provided further that the following animals and poultry may be kept, for personal 
use only, and not for commercial use.  
(2) Poultry, rabbits, chinchillas, mink, hamsters, pigeons, and other fowl or small 
animals. 	  
a. Not more than six or any one or combination of such poultry, fowl, or small 
animals may be kept on any lot of less than 21,780 square feet in area.  
b. Not more than six of any one kind or combination thereof may be added for each 
additional 21,780 square feet up to a maximum of 24 animals.  
(3) In determining the area of a lot for the purpose of determining the number of 
animals or fowl which may be kept, only useable land shall be considered. Useable 
land shall be determined upon examination of the land. Useable land is defined as 
that land which due to topography, soil type, drainage pattern, and vegetation 
coverage shall not cause drainage from animal or fowl waste onto any other 
property.  
(4) Grazing of livestock or poultry shall be allowed as follows:  



a. Not less than 50 feet from any structure either now or in the future used for 
dwelling purposes.  
b. Not less than 100 feet from any well being used for potable water.  
(5) All livestock and poultry must be placed in a structurally sound fence, pen or 
building.  
(6) Animals shall not create or constitute a nuisance whether by excessive noise or 
otherwise.  
(7) All offensive odors created by the animals shall be prohibited; the area where 
the animals are permitted shall be kept clean and free from debris and animal 
waste; and any animal waste shall not be permitted to drain onto any other 
property, whether adjoining or not.  
(8) Disposal of animal waste shall conform to the current Polk County Local Board 
of Health rules and regulations.  
(9) Any owner of animals shall comply with all statues, ordinances and regulations 
regarding health and safety of the State, County and City.  

Link for more Information City of Johnston Code 
Information Last Updated 2010-04-29 10:31:57 
	  
	   	  



	  
Burlington,	  Iowa	  

Are Chickens 
Allowed in this 

location 
Yes 

Max Chickens 
Allowed No limit given-NOISE AND ZONING ORDINANCES APPLY 

Roosters 
Allowed No 

Permit Required Yes 
Coop 

Restrictions No closer than 75 feet from neighboring dwellings 

City/Organizatio
n Contact name Unknown 

Additional 
Information 

65.31  
LIVESTOCK WITHIN CITY LIMITS.  
1. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to allow for the transition of land from agricultural to residential 
while maintaining the suburban quality of life within the City limits.  
2. Livestock Prohibited. It is unlawful to maintain or harbor livestock within the City limits without 
obtaining a livestock permit from the enforcement officer for these animals.  
3. Livestock Permit. Permits shall be given to the livestock owner and will have to be renewed should the 
owner transfer, sell, or otherwise convey the property to another resident. Livestock permits may be 
granted by the enforcement officer provided the applicant can show or has met the following conditions in 
addition to those set elsewhere in the City, State or Federal Codes.  
A. Housing structures for these animals shall be constructed as to minimize noise, smell or other similar 
nuisance.  



B. The owner must provide a system of disposal for animal waste.  
C. All fences shall be built to meet City Code and shall be maintained to prevent the animal from being at 
large.  
D. No fence, pen, cage or other housing structure shall be maintained within seventy-five (75) feet of 
another residential dwelling, commercial establishment, school or church.  
Livestock permits may be reviewed at any time throughout the life of the permit. The permit will be 
automatically reviewed upon receipt of a nuisance complaint to ensure compliance with this chapter. 
Three (3) or more valid nuisance complaints, as determined by the enforcement officer, may require the 
revocation of the livestock permit.  
4. Containment Required. Containment of all livestock shall be suitable for the species applied for and 
shall meet all building and fencing requirements set forth by this Code of Ordinances.  

 
Link for more 
Information Burlington Code 

Information Last 
Updated unknown 

	  
	    



Mason City 
Are Chickens 
Allowed in this 

location 
Yes 

Max Chickens 
Allowed 25 

Roosters 
Allowed Yes 

Permit Required No 
 

Coop 
Restrictions 10 feet from lot line and 35 feet fro adjoining residence or city right of way 

City/Organizatio
n Contact name Unknown 

Additional 
Information 8-4-4: KEEPING OF RABBITS OR POULTRY:  

 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or raise more than a combined total of twenty five 
(25) rabbits, chickens or other poultry in any Z2 sub-urban district or Z3 general urban district, 
except where the occupant shall be in possession of at least two (2) acres of ground for the 
carrying on of farming or poultry raising operations. 
 
B. Where permitted, rabbits or poultry shall be kept within enclosures set back at least ten feet 
(10') from any lot line and at least thirty-five feet (35') from any residence on adjoining property 
or city right of way. (Ord. 14-11, 9-16-2014) 
Structure or planting not less than six feet (6') in height of sufficient density to create an opaque 
or nearly opaque barrier; 



 
Link for more 
Information Mason City code 

Information Last 
Updated Unknown 

	  
	  

Below	  is	  a	  suggested	  ordinance	  designed	  for	  a	  city	  to	  either	  adopt	  or	  use	  as	  a	  starting	  point	  when	  deciding	  
whether	  to	  allow	  hens	  in	  the	  city	  and	  how	  to	  regulate	  them:	  

	  
(a)	  Purpose	  .	  The	  following	  regulations	  will	  govern	  the	  keeping	  of	  chickens	  and	  are	  designed	  to	  prevent	  
nuisances	  and	  prevent	  conditions	  that	  are	  unsanitary	  or	  unsafe	  .	  No	  person	  shall	  keep	  chickens	  unless	  the	  
following	  regulations	  are	  followed:	  

	  
a.	  Number	  .	  No	  more	  than	  four	  (4)	  hens	  shall	  be	  allowed	  for	  each	  single-‐family	  dwelling	  .	  

	  
b.	  Setbacks	  .	  Coops	  or	  cages	  housing	  chickens	  shall	  be	  kept	  at	  least	  thirty	  	  (30)	  feet	  from	  the	  door	  or	  window	  
of	  any	  dwelling	  or	  occupied	  structure	  other	  than	  the	  owner’s	  dwelling	  .	  Coops	  and	  cages	  shall	  not	  be	  located	  
within	  Gifteen	  (15)	  feet	  of	  a	  side-‐	  yard	  lot	  line,	  nor	  within	  eighteen	  (18)	  inches	  of	  a	  rear-‐yard	  lot	  line	  .	  Coops	  
and	  cages	  shall	  not	  be	  located	  in	  the	  front	  yard	  .	  

	  
c.	  Enclosure	  .	  Hens	  shall	  be	  provided	  with	  a	  covered,	  predator-‐proof	  coop	  or	  cage	  that	  is	  well	  	  ventilated	  and	  
designed	  to	  be	  easily	  accessed	  for	  cleaning	  .	  The	  coop	  shall	  allow	  at	  least	  two	  square	  feet	  per	  hen	  .	  Hens	  shall	  
have	  access	  to	  an	  outdoor	  enclosure	  that	  is	  adequately	  fenced	  to	  contain	  the	  birds	  on	  the	  property	  and	  to	  
prevent	  preda	  tors	  from	  access	  to	  the	  birds	  .	  Hens	  shall	  not	  be	  allowed	  out	  of	  these	  enclosures	  unless	  a	  
responsible	  individual,	  over	  18	  years	  of	  age,	  is	  directly	  monitoring	  the	  hens	  and	  able	  to	  immediately	  return	  
the	  hens	  to	  the	  cage	  or	  coop	  if	  necessary	  .	  

	  



d.	  Sanitation	  .	  The	  coop	  and	  outdoor	  enclosure	  must	  be	  kept	  in	  a	  sanitary	  condition	  and	  free	  from	  offensive	  
odors	  .	  The	  coop	  and	  outdoor	  enclosure	  must	  be	  cleaned	  on	  a	  regular	  basis	  to	  prevent	  the	  accumulation	  of	  
waste	  .	  

	  
e.	  Slaughtering	  .	  There	  shall	  be	  no	  outdoor	  slaughtering	  of	  chickens	  .	  

	  
f.	  Roosters	  .	  It	  is	  unlawful	  for	  any	  person	  to	  keep	  roosters	  .	  

	  
	  

(b)	  Permit	  .	  A	  permit	  shall	  noy	  be	  required	  if	  the	  above	  regulations	  are	  followed	  .	  If	  a	  person	  wishes	  to	  keep	  
more	  than	  the	  maximum	  allowed	  number	  of	  hens,	  wishes	  to	  keep	  hens	  within	  the	  setback	  required,	  wishes	  
to	  keep	  hens	  in	  a	  multi-‐family	  dwelling,	  wishes	  to	  keep	  hens	  on	  a	  parcel	  of	  land	  that	  is	  unconnected	  to	  a	  
dwelling,	  or	  wishes	  to	  keep	  a	  rooster,	  a	  permit	  will	  be	  required	  .	  An	  application	  for	  a	  permit	  must	  contain	  the	  
following	  items:	  

	  
a.	  The	  name,	  phone	  number,	  and	  address	  of	  the	  applicant	  .	  

	  
b.	  The	  size	  and	  location	  of	  the	  subject	  property	  .	  
c.	  A	  proposal	  containing	  the	  following	  information	  .	  i.	  The	  number	  of	  hens	  the	  applicant	  seeks	  to	  

	  
keep	  on	  the	  property	  .	  
ii.	  A	  description	  of	  any	  coops	  or	  cages	  or	  outdoor	  enclosures	  providing	  precise	  dimensions	  and	  the	  precise	  
location	  of	  these	  enclosures	  in	  relation	  to	  property	  lines	  and	  adjacent	  properties	  .	  

	  
iii.	  The	  number	  of	  roosters	  the	  applicant	  seeks	  to	  keep	  on	  the	  property	  .	  

	  



d.	  If	  the	  applicant	  proposes	  to	  keep	  chickens	  in	  the	  yard	  of	  a	  multi-‐family	  dwelling,	  the	  applicant	  must	  
present	  a	  signed	  statement	  from	  any	  and	  all	  owners	  or	  tenants	  of	  the	  multi-‐family	  dwelling	  consenting	  to	  the	  
applicant’s	  proposal	  for	  keeping	  chickens	  on	  the	  premises	  .	  

	  
e.	  If	  the	  applicant	  proposes	  to	  keep	  more	  chickens	  than	  allowed	  in	  the	  above	  ordinance	  or	  wishes	  to	  keep	  a	  
rooster,	  the	  applicant	  must	  present	  a	  signed	  statement	  from	  all	  residents	  of	  property	  adjacent	  to	  or	  within	  
Gifty	  (50)feet	  of	  the	  applicant’s	  property	  consenting	  to	  the	  applicant’s	  proposal	  for	  keeping	  chickens	  on	  the	  
premises	  .	  If	  the	  applicant	  proposes	  to	  keep	  chickens	  within	  a	  required	  setback,	  the	  applicant	  must	  present	  a	  
signed	  statement	  from	  all	  residents	  of	  the	  property	  affected	  by	  that	  setback	  .	  

	  
(c)	  Permit	  Renewal.	  Permits	  will	  be	  granted	  on	  an	  annual	  basis	  .	  If	  the	  city	  receives	  no	  complaints	  regarding	  
the	  permit	  holder’s	  keeping	  of	  chickens,	  the	  permit	  will	  be	  presumptively	  renewed	  and	  the	  applicant	  may	  
continue	  to	  keep	  chickens	  under	  the	  terms	  and	  condition	  of	  the	  initial	  permit	  .	  The	  city	  may	  revoke	  the	  
permit	  at	  any	  time	  if	  the	  permittee	  does	  not	  follow	  the	  terms	  of	  the	  permit,	  if	  the	  city	  receives	  complaints	  
regarding	  the	  permit	  holder’s	  keeping	  of	  chickens,	  or	  the	  city	  Ginds	  that	  the	  permit	  holder	  has	  not	  
maintained	  the	  chickens,	  coops,	  or	  outdoor	  enclosures	  in	  a	  clean	  and	  sanitary	  condition	  .	  	  

	  
	  

	  
	  


