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WEEKLY UPDATE: 

1. Fire Department:  Attached is the draft flyer for the EMS Day at Farm & 
Fleet. 

2. Flood Maps:  The City received preliminary Flood Insurance Rates Maps this 
past week and is reviewing this maps at this point.  One glaring issue is 
showing on the map - several portions of HNIs campus downtown are 
included.  These are low lying areas that often flood in heavy rain and this is 
not related to the Mad Creek Levee improvements.  Staff will coordinate with 
HNI to see how best to tackle this issue and that may include an appeal with 
FEMA. 

3. MUSCOM:  As an option, The city and county could likely just adopt a side 
agreement or amendment to the 28E agreement that solely deals with the 
budget rather than dealing with broader changes to the agreement at this 
point.  Correction:  I want to be clear on the meeting invite for the May 16th 
meeting. My recollection was that the email invite came through the 
MUSCOM Board.  I was not correct.  The email went to 51 people in 
Muscatine County, including council and myself. It was sent by Sarah 
Downey at 4:02 on 4/28.  I sent this correction to the Journal and Nancy 
Schreiber at the County Administrative Offices. 

4. China:  Our Friends from China arrived in town this week.  There focus is on 
creating a Muscatine Center in two locations in China, tourism generation, 
and they will be participating in the hotel announcement to come later in 
May. 

5. Bi-State:  Attached please find a copy of the Commission in Review for April 
2015.  Please forward this report to each of the elected Board or Council 
members in your jurisdiction, as applicable.  The Commission in Review is 
intended to assist the over 400 elected officials from our member 
governments in being better informed of their Commission’s activities. If you 
have any questions or suggestions regarding the content or format of this 
report, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Sarah Grabowski, Bi-State 
Regional Commission. 

6. MMGC:  We will be holding an Open House for the new Golf Pro on May 20th 
in the afternoon from 3-7PM at the Club House. There is also a Calloway 
Demo Day that afternoon. 

7. Blue Zones:  Andrew and I attended the First Annual Blue Zones Summit in 
Des Moines with Dan Buettner and Dan Burden which was hosted by 
Wellmark and Healthways.  Great event and an opportunity for communities 
to share ideas, accomplishments and find new resources. 

8. Rayfield installed the 3 temp repeaters at the tower sites.  These have been 
put in place until Motorola fixes the software issues with the ones we have.  
Portables were gone over one more time to fine tune programming. 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 



9. Des Moines Register Request:  Requests for public information are ont he 
rise and historically it has been our understanding that cities are not required 
to create reports, but simply hand over the information in the formats that 
we currently have or control.  We have also asked for clarification from IPIB 
as to how we may charge for these items.  A recent request from the 
Register would require around 10 hours of research and report creating by 
Asst. Chief Sargent.  Please see the attached request. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Per P&R Staff:  Listed below you will find an update on the projects, events, and 
programs as requested: 

Recreation Programs - City wide sign up for all of our park and recreation summer 
programs starts on Tuesday, May 5th.  The 2015 Brochure was distributed to the 
community the last week of April and is available on-line. 

Disc Golf Tournament - The Disc Golf Club sponsored the seasons first Disc Golf 
Tournament on the weekend of May 2nd/3rd.  Attendance was very strong and we 
heard many positive comments! 

JDRF Car Show - The Annual JDRF Car show took place on Sunday, May 3rd on the 
Riverfront in front of Pearl City Station.  The group was very pleased with 
attendance and the amount of cars that entered the event. 

Soccer Tournament - The Iowa Soccer League hosted a U11/12 boys and girls 
soccer event on May 2nd and 3rd.  There were around 60 teams that participated.  
We heard many positive comments about the facility.  Due to the large attendance 
numbers parking over flow was needed. 

Cardinal Baseball Tournament - The Cardinal youth baseball organization sponsored 
a small tournament the weekend of May 2nd and 3rd.  This was their second 
tournament of the season.  The leader of the group reported that he had many 
positive comments from the teams.  The next Cardinal event will be May 16th and 
17th with 50 teams anticipated to be in attendance. 

Farmers Market - The Annual Farmers Market Saturday morning program started 
for the season on May 2nd.  There were many vendors with no complaints received 
to date. 

Sister Cities Park - The Sister Cities Park located at 8th and Cedar is under 
development with many volunteer and staff support hours being used this past 
week.  The site will be a positive aesthetic addition to that intersection once 
completed. 

March of Dimes - The current Miss Pearl City sponsored a March of Dimes fund 
raising event on the Riverfront at Pearl City Station on May 2nd.  She was very 



pleased with the event and they raised nearly $900.00 for their cause. 

Art Center Weddings - This past week the Park Maintenance Staff prepared the Art 
Center grounds for a weeding that took place on May 2nd.  This was the first of 
many weddings that are scheduled at the Art Center this year.  The grounds looked 
great! 

Tree ReLeaf Program - On Saturday, May 2nd the DNR in collaboration with 
Muscatine Parks and Recreation sponsored our first tree distribution day for the 
community.  There were nearly 200 trees that were distributed to interested 
citizens.  There was also a tree planting demonstration provided at the event.  
There were about 250 people involved in the event. 

Pool Staff Orientation - Monday, May 4th starts the process of training our pool 
staff.  We have roughly 40 life guards this year which is more than we have had in 
past years.  We have had to turn some guards away this season.  Total seasonal 
staff at the pool with slide attendants and cashiers will be roughly 60 people.  Water 
will be put tin the pool the week of May 11th with the Aquatic Center opening for 
the season on Saturday, May 23rd! 

DNR Tree Grant - The next phase in our community tree grant program will take 
place on Tuesday, May 5th with a course in tree identification and proper tree 
planting techniques. 

Midwest Regional Soccer Tournament - On May 9th and 10th we will host the Spring 
MRL Soccer Tournament at the Muscatine Soccer Complex.  There will be roughly 60 
teams representing 8 states. 

Muscatine Softball Boosters - On May 9th and 10th Kent Stein Park will host the 
Annual Muscatine Softball Boosters Softball Tournament.  There are currently 48 
teams from our region registered for this event ranging in age from 10 to 18.  

Muscatine Youth Baseball - The local Muscatine Youth Baseball organization will 
have their season kickoff on Friday, May 8th with a Home Run Derby with games to 
start on Saturday, May 9th. 

Mississippi Mist - The Riverfront interactive fountain will be turned on during the 
week of May 4th.  It will be in operation from May through October weather 
permitting. 

Bruner Field Netting - The foul ball safety netting at Bruner Field should be installed 
soon.  MP&W has the net and is currently meeting with utility support services in 
the park with the intent of installing the system as soon as possible. 

Golf Professional - Matt Romer our new Golf Professional will be attending Rotary, 
Lions Club, and Kiwanis as soon as he can get on their schedules.  He will attend 
and be introduced at the next YPN event and at the next Chambers Member to 
Member event.  I will introduce him to the City Council at the May 14th meeting.  
The Open House is scheduled to take place at the May 20th Callaway 



Demonstration Day.   

Cemetery Steps Project - The agreement was presented to the group last week for 
their concurrence. 

Boat Harbor/Marina - Registration is under way for the 2015 Boating Season.  The 
gas dock will be available for the Memorial Day weekend. 

Golf Course - Through the end of April we are roughly 500 rounds ahead of last 
year at this time.  Season Pass sales have been strong but not overwhelmingly 
better than last year.  We continue to hear many positive comments about course 
conditions.  The maintenance staff is doing a really good job in caring for the 
facility! 

Kent Stein Park/Soccer Complex - The parks are in full swing for the season.  The 
schedules are as full as I have ever seen them!  The maintenance staff has done a 
great job so far in preparing the facilities for play. 
          
Greenwood Cemetery - The grounds look incredible in the cemetery.  I think the 
maintenance staff is doing a really good job!  The big push will be for Memorial Day 
weekend! 

Park  Maintenance - In reviewing overall park conditions I think we are in good 
shape.  I have heard many many positive comments from citizens on the conditions 
of the parks.  Right of Way mowing, public property mowing and street tree care 
combined with system wide planting bed care will be a focal point as the growing 
season is here!   I think the maintenance staff is also doing a good job! 
































