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WEEKLY UPDATE: 

1. Budget:  Reminder - our first budget meeting will be Thursday, January 29th 
at 5:30PM in the Council Chambers followed by our kickoff of department 
reviews on Saturday, January 31, 8am in the Lower Level Conference Room. 

2. Airport:  An open house will be held at the airport on Monday the 26th to 
review the upcoming runway reconstruction project.  Please see the attached 
notice for more detailed information. 

3. IPA:  I have been asked by the University of Iowa’s Institute of Public Affairs 
to assist with the update of the Iowa Municipal Policy Leaders Handbook.  the 
handbook is a guide for newly elected mayors and council members. 

4. CSO and MPW:  Per the backup information setting the public hearing for the 
CSO project (3 phases), MPW has agreed to participate in the project and 
replace their watermains in the construction area in  lieu of only those 
required as part of the construction project.  Originally, the cost estimate for 
waterman replacement was at $120,000, but with this move the construction 
cost estimate is between $1-1.2M over the three phases.  This cooperative 
effort will hopefully save tax and rate payers by doing the work while the 
road is open and under construction.  It should prevent the replacement of 
older or broken watermains in newly constructed areas.  This will be part of 
the bid package as a bid alternative.  Ideally, this will help drive down the 
costs by bidding a larger project.  As a bid alternative, though, they will have 
the ability to opt out should the project bid come in higher than expected. 

5. MCSA:  The MCSA Quarterly newsletter is attached 
6. United Way:  Please see the three attachments on upcoming events - 

Volunteer Expo, Tech Night and Pancake Breakfast. 
7. Hotel Project:  Attached is the final economic impact study that the 

developers received from PKF Consulting. 
8. Bi-State:  Attached is the January Commission Packet for Wednesday, 

January 28, 2015. 
9. Transfer Station:  Over the past three years, over 350 Muscatine County and 

surrounding area high school girls have participated in the Recycle the Dress 
program!  Recycle the Dress will be held Saturday, January 31, from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at the Recycling Center and Transfer Station, 1000 South 
Houser Street, Muscatine. For more information, please contact Laura Liegois 
at 563-263-9689 or lliegois@muscatineiowa.gov. 

10.Legislative Day:  The following link provides details on the February 
Legislative Day hosted by the Iowa League of Cities.  David Gobin and I will 
be attending this year’s events (and I will be staying for the league board 
meeting the following day).  We have invited our legislators to our February 
7th Budget meeting as well.  Here is the link: https://www.iowaleague.org/
2015LegDay/Pages/default.aspx 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 

mailto:lliegois@muscatineiowa.gov
https://www.iowaleague.org/2015LegDay/Pages/default.aspx


11.Representative Carlson:  Please find attached Representative Gary Carlson’s 
“Capitol Dome to Home” Newsletter.  If you are not presently receiving this 
email newsletter and would like to, here is Rep. Carlson’s contact 
information:  Gary Carlson, State Representative, 
gary.carlson@legis.iowa.gov, 104 Deerpath Lane, Muscatine, IA 52761, 
563-299-7021.

mailto:gary.carlson@legis.iowa.gov
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January 12, 2015 
 
 
RE: REHABILITATE RUNWAY 6-24 

CITY OF MUSCATINE, IOWA 
FAA AIP PROJECT NUMBER:  3-19-0063-019 
 
 

Dear Airport Runway Stakeholder: 
 
The City of Muscatine has recently completed the preliminary design for the reconstruction of Runway 6-
24 at the Muscatine Municipal Airport.  At this time, the City is interested in collecting stakeholder input on 
the project design and on the construction phasing. 
 
For the last five years, the airport has experienced seven pavement blow-ups on Runway 6/24 and its 
parallel taxiway; these blow-ups have required emergency patching. In 2013, the City hired a consultant 
to perform an analysis of the existing pavement.  The consultant concluded that a chemical reaction in the 
aggregate had been causing expansion in the concrete that slowly caused the control and expansion 
joints in the pavement to close, making the pavement vulnerable to blow-ups in hot weather.  The 
consultant expects these blow-ups to continue; therefore, the City decided to proceed with an aggressive 
plan for full reconstruction of Runway 6/24 and its parallel and connecting taxiways. 
 
The proposed improvements for this project include Runway 6/24 pavement removal and replacement, 
limited pavement removal and replacement of the adjacent taxiways, pavement markings, edge lighting 
relocations as required by the new Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) pavement intersection layout 
criteria, one culvert replacement due to poor condition, addition of subdrain per the geotechnical report 
recommendations, sign replacement, and seeding.  These improvements are planned to be funded 
through the FAA Airport Improvement Program (AIP), with no direct cost to airport users.  
 
You are invited to a public information meeting on Monday, January 26, 2015, at the Muscatine Municipal 
Airport Conference Room, 5701 U.S. Hwy 61, Muscatine.  The meeting will be an “open house” format 
from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., in which you will have the opportunity to see project data and issues 
identified to date and to speak with the engineering staff and City representatives about the project.  You 
may come at any time during the designated time period; no formal presentation will occur. 
 
We encourage you to attend the meeting, so that we may have your input concerning stakeholder needs, 
and so that the City can understand the stakeholder perspective.  We have attempted to notify all airport 
runway stakeholders; however, in case we have missed someone, we encourage you to share this 
information with others that you think could be interested.  If you have any questions, please contact Ms. 
Jayne DeCoste, with Anderson Bogert (319-377-4629) or me (563-262-4141). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
THE CITY OF MUSCATINE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
Adam J. Thompson 
Planning & Community Development Coordinator 
 
cc: Brian M. Tompkins, FAA Central Region Airports Division 
 Jayne C. DeCoste, Anderson Bogert 
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MCSA provides 
emergency and      

temporary shelter, 
basic health care,  
educational and               

vocational support 
services for those  

in need in  
Muscatine County. 

Board members 
 

Randy Beimer 
Pam Collins 

Paula Durham 
Jeff Frye 

Cory Garvin 
Tanya Howard 
Vivian Jardim 

Jeff Jarrett 
Vince Motto 
Jerry Riibe 

Charla Schafer 
Travis Sheets 

Wayne Shoultz 
Rev. Bruce Ursin 
Thresa VanWey 

Staff 
 

Executive Director 
Maggie Curry 

Deputy Director 
Chris Steinbach 

Operations Manager 
Tom Curry 

MCSA  
Shelter Supervisor 

Teresa Cardoza 
MCSA Homeless  

Prevention 
Program  
Navigator 
Barb Fick 
Susan Day 

MCSA Domestic 
Violence Shelter 

Supervisor 
Rachel Riley Smock 

 

MCSA has hired Susan Day as 
its first full-time Homeless  
Prevention Program Navigator.  
She will succeed Barb Fick, who 
has been with the MCSA  
Homeless Prevention Program 
since its inception in 2011. 
    Fick, who has worked at 
MCSA as a part-time employee, 

plans to  
retire in 
May.  “I was  
impressed 
with Susan’s 
background 
and resume 
and I’m 
looking  
forward to 
introducing 
her to the  

   social  
service agencies and landlords of  
Muscatine County,” Fick said of 
her successor.  “She has a broad 
business and social-service  
background, which will help her 
immensely in this position.” 

Fick, whose husband, Don, 
retired in 2011, said she looking 
forward to taking longer touring 
trips in Jenny, their 1930 Model 
A Ford. 

Day comes to MCSA after 
working as a volunteer at the 
MCSA Domestic Violence  
Shelter.  She previously was a 
case manager/supervisor  at  
Visiting Angels of Fox Valley in 
Aurora, Illinois, where she also 
previously has worked as a  
payroll specialist for Manpower.  

From 2004 -
2011, Day 
was the  
president and 
owner of the 
Sears 
Hometown 
Store in 
Muscatine.  
She has an 
associate’s 
degree in 

psychology 
from Axia Online College and 
expects to earn a bachelor’s  
degree in Human Services and 
Gerontology later this year from 
the University of Phoenix. 
     Day, who grew up in  
Muscatine and attended  
Muscatine High School, returned 
to her hometown from the  
Chicago area earlier this year.  
Her number 1 goal, she said, was 

to serve her community by  
beginning her career in human 
services.  “I really enjoyed 
(owning a) business, but it was 
not fulfilling,” she said. 
    She was chosen for the positon 
at MCSA from a field of more 
than 55 applicants. Her first day 
on the job was December 22, 
2014. 
“We welcome Susan to the 
MCSA team,” said Executive 
Director Maggie Curry.  “She is 
eager to begin her career in social 
services and to make a difference 
in the lives of the people MCSA 
serves. She is very community 
oriented.”  
    The staff at MCSA, along with 
many of the clients who have 
been helped by the MCSA 
Homeless Prevention Program, 
will miss working with Fick.       
    “She has been a very important 
team player during her tenure,” 
Curry said. “We wish her and 
Don a wonderful retirement and 
thank Barb for her hard work and 
dedication to MCSA.” 

Barb Fick Susan Day 

MCSA Expands Homeless Preven on Program 

 

Christmas at MCSA 
Inside:  

MCSA helps with Red Kettle campaign 
Community gives and gives for Christmas 
Many fed at MCSA Christmas dinner 
Coins for Christmas raises $2,400 
Monsanto spreads Christmas cheer  
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Ringing the Bell Open House Set 
for February 24 
 Thanks to the generosity of its thou-

sands of supporters, MCSA had a suc-
cessful year in 2014. 
 The members of the MCSA Board of  

Directors and staff will individually 
thank donors from 4-6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
February 24, 2015, at the Second Annual 
MCSA Donor Appreciation Open House.  
MCSA provides emergency and tempo-

rary shelter, basic health care, education-
al and support services for those in need 
in Muscatine County. 
   More than 80 people joined us last year 
at the first open house and we hope to see 
you on February 24, 2015. 

 

Travis Sheets, president of 
the MCSA Board of Direc-
tors, joined other board 
members and MCSA em-
ployees for a day of helping 
with the Salvation Army’s 
2014 Red Kettle Campaign 
on December 19,  2014, at 
Wester Drug. Other volun-
teers helped on Tuesday, 
December 9, at Hy-Vee 
Mainstreet. Also, other staff 
members and some resi-
dents helped with the Two 
Weeks of Love campaign 
that collected food and gifts 
for the Salvation Army. 
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Community Gives and Gives at Christmas 
    Hundreds of Christmas donations 
arrived at MCSA this year from  
Muscatine, Fruitland, Wilton, West 
Liberty, Tipton, North Liberty 
(homemade cookies for the past six 
years), Burlington, Illinois City, Aledo 
and beyond. 
   So many people gave, each in their 
own way, and each in a special way 
including: 

A first-grader, who brought money 
to donate in honor of his teacher – 
how thoughtful and kind.  
The many people who baked and 
decorated cookies. A young lady 
from another community brought 
in several dozen homemade  
cookies. High school students    

made and donated hundreds of  
       cutout cookies so residents could   
       get into the spirit of decorating and   
       enjoying the cookies. 

At a Christmas party, guests were 
asked to bring pajamas to give to 
the MCSA Domestic Violence 
Shelter instead of giving gifts to 
the party’s hosts. There were 88 
pair of pajamas collected for all 
ages. 
Several pillows were donated by 
churches.  
Food was donated by companies 
from their potlucks and some had 
freewill donations, which was then 
donated to MCSA. 
The businesses that did toy drives. 

    We also had visits from realtors,  
elementary, middle and high school 
student councils, honor society  
students, the Red Hat Society, nurses, 
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts, a family 
who brought in a brand new TV and 
DVD player for the children and moms 
to enjoy in the shelter.  Ladies who 
made and donated absolutely beautiful 
quilts that we know were stitched by 
hand with love, and children who tied    
blankets for all ages. Another lady 
from out of state donated items to la-
dies in the shelters. The list goes on 
and on with many who have done so 
much. It is absolutely wonderful and 
heartwarming to see the outpouring of  
goodwill. 
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 Coins for Christmas 

Groups Come Together to Serve Christmas Dinner 
      Mary Louise Caponette, a volunteer  
organizer of the Loaves & Fishes free meal 
program on Saturdays at MCSA, worked 
with MCSA, the Knights of Columbus, A 
Guy And A Grill and volunteers from St. 
Mathias Catholic Church and other area 
churches to serve a free Christmas Day  
dinner at MCSA.  

Emma Yerington, right, and her twin sister, 
Abigail, raised more than $2,400 this year with 
their Coins for Christmas fundraiser for MCSA. 
More than $13,000 has been raised since it was 
started.  They were helped by their brother, 
Alex, left, and their parents, Dana and Brian 
Yerington. Emma, who is a fifth grader at Grant 
Elementary School, started the fundraiser after 
hearing her second-grade teacher, Joellen Kill, 
read a story about a homeless man and his son..   
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Monsanto Brings Christmas to MCSA Residents 
     A team of employees from Monsanto in Muscatine 
delivered Christmas cheer to MCSA on December 20, 
2014.  They served a Christmas dinner to residents of 
MCSA’s shelter programs and the MCSA Domestic  
Violence Shelter, along with some clients in the MCSA 
Homeless Prevention Program and their families. The 
meal was catered by the Rendezvous. 
      In addition to the meal, Santa and Mrs. Claus, along 
with an elf helper, joined the Monsanto employees to give 
gifts to all of the MCSA residents and clients. 
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Church Helps  
Members of Island United Methodist Church in 

Fruitland have been preparing and serving meals at 
noon on Saturdays at MCSA on the weekends that 
meals are not prepared and served by volunteers for 
the Loaves & Fishes program, which normally serves 
lunch on Saturdays at MCSA. Members of the church 
served a meal on Saturday, December 27, 2014, to 
about 80 people. 

Dental Clinic Marking Anniversary 
    A 10th anniversary open 
house will be held from 3-5 
p.m. on Tuesday, March, 
24, 2015, at MCSA for the 
University of Iowa Pediatric 
Dental Clinic, which is in 
the lower level of the 
MCSA building at 312 Iowa 
Avenue. 
    The clinic opened in  
January 2005.  Opening it 
required the collaborative 
efforts of MCSA, the  
University of Iowa and the 
Muscatine Health Support 

Foundation. 
     Today, the clinic is open 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. It 
is operated and staffed by 
board-certified dentistry 
professors from the  
University who oversee the 
work of dental students.     
     More than 3,000 children 
from Muscatine and Louisa  
Counties have been served. 
The clinic primarily serves 
children up to age 12. 

News from the MCSA          
Domes c Violence Shelter 

Mrs. Armstrong's Pre-K class at Saint Mary's 
Matthias Catholic School had a food drive for the 
MCSA Domestic Violence Shelter. 

Community Bank employees held a fundraiser for 
the MCSA Domestic Violence Shelter. 

Social Ac on Radio With MCSA 
Please listen at 9 a.m. 

on the first and third Thursday each month 
to KWPC 860 AM and 95.1 FM 
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LOVE YOUR Volunteer Expo

LEARN HOW YOU CAN LOVE OUR
COMMUNITY BYVOLUNTEERING

Many local non profits and agencies depend on volunteers to provide valuable
and needed services in our community.

Come visit their booths to learn how you can become involved. There are a
variety of volunteer opportunities available depending on your passions.

Can't make the expo?
Visit volunteermuscatine.org to search for volunteer opportunities online.

Questions contact Nichole Sorgenfrey at
nlchole@unitedwaymuscatlne.org or563-263-5963.

brought to you by

Way of Muscatine's
Volunteer Center

February 12,2015
1:0Gpm-4:QGpm

LIVE UNITED
Blue Zones Pro iec t

by HEAITHWAYS

Sponsored by

Wellmark 1^̂ Muscatine Community
Volunteer Solutions United Way of Muscatine



Pancake Breakfast
Kids First Fund

Friday, January 30th
7am-9am at the 1®* National Bank

Walnut Room (Walnut & 2"̂  Entrance)

Save the date for
future breakfasts

April 24
July 4
July 17
October 23

Help support the Kids First Fund and enjoy
pancakes, eggs and sausage breakfast!

Donations accepted.
Public Welcome! LIVE UNITED

U n i t e d
Way

United Way of Muscatine



Ever wish your technology came with a tech savvy teenager?
Come to Tech Night and get training on how to use your smartphone, laptop,
and tablet from East Campus High School Students.

TECH NIEHT
COME WITH YQUfl TECH OUESTIONS AND

LEAVE WITH YOUR ANSWERS.

SMART PHONES. LAPTOPS. ANDIPA05
1

□
First National Bank's Walnut Room Thursday, February 5th from B;00-7:30pm

east campus
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January 22 Newsletter 
 

 

Capitol Update 
 

Last week was exciting and ceremonial. This week the legislature received the first bills of the 

session and has begun to address the critical issues of the State. 

 

Budget Points 

 
The Governor’s Budget proposal spends $7.3410 billion in fiscal year 2016, an increase of $346.7 

million over fiscal year 2015 or 4.95 percent. 90 percent of Iowa’s budget goes to three areas - School aid 

($2.9 billion), wages and benefits for state employees ($2.1 billion), and Medicaid ($1.6 billion). 

 
School Aid 

School aid is state government’s largest investment totaling $2.9 billion in fiscal year 2016 

budget. Over the last four years (FY 11-15) education funding has increased $421 million or 16.6%.  If 

Education Reform dollars are included that number increases to $471 million or 18.6%.  If the Governor’s 

plan for FY 16 is adopted the increase totals $554 or 21.9%.  

State spending on education reinforces education is our top funding priority.  

 

Medicaid 

 
Medicaid accounted for 9% of the state budget in FY 2000. Today it’s over 20%, and without 

major reform Medicaid will continue to limit funding for other priorities. The governor is proposing to 

expand the use of managed care in Medicaid as a cost containment initiative.  

 

Committee Updates 

 

Committees received presentations and began discussions focused on bill language, House study 

bills and amendments.  

 

Commerce 
Meeting featured a presentation by Nick Gerhart, the commissioner of the Iowa Insurance 

Division. A particular interest he addressed was the challenges of CoOportunity Health’s financial turmoil 

and the protection of policy holder’s coverage.  

Economic Growth 
IDEA Director Debi Durham and Mid-American Energy CEO Bill Fehrman gave a presentation 

of the Battelle Study, an updated strategic plan for Iowa’s economic development initiatives.  

Transportation 
Department of Transportation Director Paul Trambino gave a presentation to the committee 

regarding efficiency efforts and cost containment actions within the department.   
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Capitol Visitors 
 

On Wednesday Representative Bobby Kaufmann and I were joined by Muscatine resident 

Michael Gaeta (Left). Michael was representing the National Association of Insurance and Financial 

Advisors.  

 

 

 

Legislative Forums  
 
Be sure to attend! 9:00 a.m. Saturday, February 7

th
 at the Muscatine Community College. The forum is 

sponsored by Muscatine Community College and Greater Muscatine Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry. 

 

If you know of anyone that would like to receive my newsletters please feel free to 

contact me and I will add them to the distribution list.  




