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City Administrator Report to Mayor & City Council 

September 5, 2014, Edition No. 142 !
WEEKLY UPDATE: !

1. Dates to Remember:  October 23rd is the date for our tentative goal setting 
session at 5:00PM in the Lower Conference Room. 

2. CVB:  Attached is the updated summary of hotel/motel tax receipts through 
6-30-14. We received payment for the 4th quarter of FY 2013/2014 today 
which brought the total for the fiscal year to $415,041.27 which is the 
highest year so far. The CVB's funding allocation for FY 15 will be 25% of this 
amount or $103,760. This is significantly higher than the budgeted amount 
of $85,500. 

3. IEDA:  Dave Gobin and I met with Rebecca Howe and Andrew MacLellan with 
the Riverview Hotel Development yesterday.  On the city side of things you 
will see us bringing forward the agreements and amendments to allow for the 
City TIF for the project as well as the ordinance creating the Iowa 
Reinvestment District over the next 2-3 months.  Mrs. Howe intends to get 
the IEDA paperwork wrapped up in the next 6 weeks, but we will have a 
better idea after the meeting with IEDA this afternoon. 

4. TJ:  FI - The City has received the $13M from IDOT for the transfer of 
jurisdiction.  Staff is working on an RFQ for design and engineering services 
for the Miss Drive Corridor Project.  Dan Burden will be in town on October 
30th to participate in a visioning session for Miss Drive.  We will also be 
shooting additional video footage of the Cedar Street Round-a-bout with 
Wellmark. 

5. LOST:  The State's estimate for Local Option Tax for FY 15 is $2,622,884.19. 
This is $65,000 higher than their estimate for FY 14 (2.55%).  We won't 
know the final actual for FY 14 amount until late October or November. With 
80% for sewers, that would be close to $2.1 million of the total amount for 
the West Hill project.  

6. Grant:  Alliant Energy has awarded the City with a $2,350 grant for the 
community garden project. 

7. Healthy Living Fest:  Please see the attached updated brochure and you can 
also check out the website at www.healthylivingfest.com. 

8. In-Depth Sessions:  Here is the latest tentative schedule:  !
SEPTEMBER 
Davenport Housing Code 
City Code (ATE Code Discussion) 
Wal-View TIF 
Meeker TIF District 
MUSCOM Agreement !
OCTOBER 
City Code - wrap up and discussion 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain !!

http://www.healthylivingfest.com/


UR Plan Amendments 
TIF Letters and Small Business Program 
Ethics Policy 
Waste Hauling 
Landfill Committee Update 
Library - maps and streamlined areas (Sept or Oct?) !
NOVEMBER 
Zoning (TBD) 
CTRE Report 
CDBG Grant, Storm water and parking lot changes, housing, and facade 
program 
WPCP Staffing !
DECEMBER 
City Hall and Art Center HVAC and Envelope Funding Plan !

9. Landfill:  Staff met with Barker Lemar who will be taking over the 
engineering services at the landfill.  They will assist with developing short 
and longterm planning at the Landfill and well as meeting Landfill IDNR 
reporting requirements.  Barker Lemar has extensive experience with landfills 
and comes highly recommended by our City Attorney. 

10.Diane Fry:  Just a quick update - this past week the City received $11,445 in 
full restitution on this case. 

11.Landfill Meeting:  City staff met with Bill Trent and Greg Jenkins this past 
week in prep for the Landfill Committee meeting for next week.  The 
Committee will report our its findings at a future in-depth session. 

12.Property Taxes:  Per the Iowa League - Last week, the Iowa Department of 
Revenue (IDR) began rulemaking related to the new multi-residential 
property class from SF295, legislation that reformed Iowa’s property tax 
system, passed during the 2013 legislative session. In the Public Notice, the 
IDR made a substantial change from the original draft rules that were 
distributed in May related to legal interpretation of a specific component of 
this law, with significant impact  to cities. The Public Notice contains 
information on how to comment on the rule, and more information about the 
change is summarized below. We are providing the SF295 Iowa Code final 
language, and draft rulemaking text that the League received in May, which 
contained the original interpretation, for comparison purposes.  Please see 
attached.  This could have significant impacts as we look for improve upper 
story housing in the downtown area. 

13. Conferences:  Here are my annual conference dates:  ICMA (9/13-17), Iowa 
League (9/24-26), and National League of Cities (11/19 to 21). 

14.Unemployment:  According to Iowa’s workforce development data, the 
unemployment rates for the City of Muscatine (not the County) are as 
follows: 

  !!!



  Muscatine - City Unemployment Rates         !
  2011 1.5% unemployment         
  2012 1.4% unemployment         
  2013 0.9% unemployment         
  2014  0.9% unemployment (year to date)         !
 Ames   3.7% 
 Bettendorf  4.7% 
 Burlington  5.9% 
 Cedar Rapids 4.7% 
 Clinton  5.4% 
 Davenport  6.7% 
 Des Moines  5.0% 
 Dubuque  4.3% 
 Fort Dodge  6.1% 
 Iowa City  3.7% 
 Mason City  5.0% 
 Muscatine   0.9% 
 Sioux City  4.5% 
 Waterloo  5.4%  !

15.Dog Park Update:  Per Committee - Here are a few Dog Park notes that can 
be shared with the city council: The proposed design is going thru some final 
adjustments and will provide additional amenities.  The plan calls for 4 
distinct fenced areas ranging from 3 acres to ½, parking lot, access to the 
new trail system, and a main entrance shelter.  Dr Matt Gordy (ISU) and his 
Landscape Students are assisting with the design.  The final design will allow 
us to adjust the budget.  The budget is a high-level budget and will be 
adjusted upon approval and once we have actual bids on the main elements 
of the Dog Park. Soil samples have been completed for the proposed land on 
Houser St and the results recommend adding sulfur to to help establish the 
turf. We are working on getting a quote for the 800#/acre needed for the 
site. Awareness events continue along with some soft fundraising such as a 
Dog House Raffle and Barktober Fest.  People and businesses are showing 
interest in donating larger amounts but we have been holding back on 
accepting large donations until we have finalized our donor plan and final 
approval by the city. The Steering Committee continues to meet monthly and 
had a Saturday work session in June to establish recommended Dog Park 
rules and fees structure. This will be included in the final Dog Park package 
to the City Council. We hope to present the total Dog Park package to the 
City Council during the Fall of 2014. Peggy Gordon.
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Thanks to these community sponsors

Healthy Fun for Everyone & it’s Totally FREE!
All Ages • All Fitness Levels • Handicapped Accessible

Run • Walk • Bike • Games • Prizes • Entertainment • Food • Guided Golf Cart Tours of the Trail System
Fitness Demos • Cooking Demos • Sports Demos • Riverboat Tours and so much more!

For information on the Healthy Living Festival contact Chris Boar 563-343-0359 or Brenda Christensen 563-299-6425  •  OR VISIT HEALTHYLIVINGFEST.COM

5:00 to 11:00 pm 
in Riverfront Park  

5 P M
The Westbrook Singers 

 High Energy Gospel
The Curtis Hawkins Band

Funky Blues, Soul and Latin Rhythms
Hal Reed 

 Authentic Mississippi Blues

7 P M 9 : 3 0 P M
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COMMUNITY BANK
& TRUST

PLUS PRIVATE DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS


