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1. Blue Zones Visit:  Healthways and Blue Zones Staff will be visiting our 
community on 6/24 and 6/25.  On the 25th, City Staff and Policy Committee 
members will meet with the delegation and then provide a tour of built 
environment changes/projects.  On June 26th, the team will be shooting a 
video on Muscatine that we will be able to use to market Muscatine as well as 
Healthways and Blue Zones.  More details to below. 

2. NFPA:  The March 2014 NFPA Fire Experience Survey is attached for your 
information. 

3. Downtown Banners:  We are working with the Downtown Action Alliance, 
Chamber and MPW on the banner program for various events or festivals.  
The plan is to place the banners at the intersections.  The Chamber will be 
the application site. 

4. University of Iowa:   We enjoyed a great exchange of thoughts and ideas in 
four categories.  I participated at the ED forum and we touched on our 
region, why employees choose to live outside of Muscatine, marketing, and 
latino involvement.  Per Mary Odell:  (Regarding last Friday’s meeting with 
the U of I professors) I heard very positive comments from several 
individuals including Linda Snetselaar.  See below for Mary Kenyon’s positive 
comments.  Attached are the faculty who visited. I have also  shared our 
contact information back with her.  Mary Odell, Director of Public Health, 
Trinity Muscatine.  Subject: Re: U of Iowa visit to Muscatine - Once again, 
thank you so much for your efforts in planning our gathering on Friday. In my 
six years of planning these meetings annually, I have not seen a better 
execution of our request for an introduction to the community's 
achievements and challenges followed by small group discussions of specific 
topics. I know many of our group are eager to continue the conversations 
started on Friday. When you have time, I'd love to have a list of names and 
email addresses for your community participants to share with our group. 
Attached you'll find the names, academic departments and email addresses 
for our group members.  Best regards, Mary Kenyon, University of Iowa, 
Office of Strategic Communication 

5. IISC:  Reports - Here is the link to the project reports.  Adam is placing the 
reports on the web as we received the final versions.  The reports are large 
and will take a while to download.  Web link  http://www.muscatineiowa.gov/
index.aspx?NID=819 

6. Blue Zones:  City and Community Policy Leaders: You’ve worked hard to 
improve well-being in Muscatine and now we have an opportunity to share 
that progress and success with Blue Zones Project team members outside of 
our community.  
• WHAT THIS MEANS:  As part of that onsite visit, during June 24 and June 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain !!
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25, the Review Team will sit down with many of you who have led the 
community policy efforts.  The Team will also spend some time touring the 
community following the meeting to see some of our built environment 
changes.  This will be an informal discussion about successes and 
challenges encountered along the way. Ideas of things to consider as we 
prepare for this meeting include:  Review the Community Policy pledge 
items to make sure they are “fresh” in mind.  Share testimonials from 
community members that speak to the impact of the changes made.  Share 
challenges encountered.  Share the changes about which we are most 
proud.  Share success stories such as changes in:  Walking, Biking, Traffic 
accidents, Property values, Economic development, Community 
unemployment 

• SCHEDULING:  The Community Policy Certification Review is scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 25 from 1:30 to 3:30 PM.  The meeting and tour are 
being scheduled by Gregg Mandsager’s office. 

• WHAT TO EXPECT AFTER THE VISIT:  A summary of findings from the 
overall community visit will be shared with local Blue Zones Project 
leadership. Once it is determined that work has been successfully 
completed in each sector, Blue Zones Community status will be awarded.  
Thank you in advance for your time.  We look forward to taking this next 
step in the Blue Zones Project journey with you.  Joni Axel, Community 
Program Manager - Blue Zones Project, Muscatine, IA 

• TIF:  We plan to bring forward for discussion next week the proposed TIF 
program to accompany to Iowa reinvestment District program (Hotel/
Conference Center/Parking Ramp) application.  Details will be provided 
Thursday night. 

• June In-Depth Session:  Item #1 TIF:  I have been working a a draft or 
proposed Small Business TIF Grant or Forgivable Loan program for three 
districts.  My plan is to bring this topic forward for Council review and 
discussion at the June In-Depth session.  Item #2 will be a review of the 
Mississippi Drive Corridor Project and a tentative approach or timeline to 
bring this project as well as a small Grandview Avenue project forward 
assuming the transfer of jurisdiction and funding are provided for at the 
June IEDA meeting. 














