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WEEKLY UPDATE: !

1. Blue Zones:  Please see the following link for the press release from Healthways that 
was recently published in the Wall Street Journal regarding our complete streets 
policy. 

2. Washington Street:  DOT's asphalt contractor, Illowa, will begin milling Washington 
(Park Ave. to the City limits) on Thursday, April 24th.  They anticipate overlay work 
on Monday, 28th. 

3. Bi-State:  Please see the attached Commission in Review. 
4. TIF:  See the attached TIF information sheet for your use.  On side one is a TIF 101 

introduction to TIF and side two contains some good information on the use of TIF in 
Iowa. 

5. Personnel:  For those who have not heard, Community Development Director Steve 
Boka will be retiring in July and our Golf Pro, Dan McGinn, has taken a job in 
Wisconsin at a 27 hole private facility.  We have begun the hiring process for both 
positions. 

6. Spring Clean Up week:  Attached is the Greener Side of Spring 2014 from the City of 
Muscatine's Solid Waste Division of Public Works. Inside you will find out information 
on Spring Clean Up Week for the City of Muscatine and Fruitland and other upcoming 
events in May.  

7. CIAT:  Please see the attached invite from CIAT.  You are invited to the year-end 
Presentations and Celebration from the University of Iowa, Iowa Initiative for 
Sustainable Communities. See attachments for details.  Come and listen to the 
creative ideas and the research conducted by the students.Please respond to Gracie 
Weiersheuser at gracie.weiersheuser@kentww.com or call 563-264-4307 if you plan 
to attend the presentations and/or the celebration event. 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain !!













The Greener Side of  Spring…         
Spring 2014 Edition 
Publication by the City of Muscatine, Solid Waste Division of Public Works 

Spring… It is Finally Here!  

Laura Liegois, Solid Waste Manager  

 

I am not the first to say this, but this past winter went 

on forever. Yes, the calendar gives a start and end 

date to each season; however, Mother Nature didn’t 

care what the calendar said!  

 

Just as all of you are excited for spring and warmer 

weather, we are too! This season is always a busy one 

for the Solid Waste Division of Public Works in the 

City of Muscatine. Spring Cleanup, opening of the 

Compost Site, Earth Day, and other cleanup events 

are just some of the upcoming activities.  

 

This year we are doing something different with the 

large Earth Day Celebration. The Living Green in 

Muscatine Celebration will be held on Friday,  May 

16, 2014. Information is included in this newsletter. 

Due to the Easter holiday, Spring Cleanup Week, and 

the past history of weather, the event was moved to 

May. Please mark your calendars and join us.  

 

Keep Muscatine Beautiful will be hosting a cleanup 

event on Saturday, May 17, 2014, from 9:00 a.m. to 

noon. This event is similar to ones in the past and will 

help spruce up our community. If you would like to 

get a team together or just volunteer on your own, 

please send an e-mail to lliegois@muscatineiowa.gov 

or call me at 563-263-9689.   

 

Spring is here so don’t forget Spring Cleanup Week! 

Information on this event, which takes place April 21

-25, 2014, is included with this newsletter. 

 

We welcome the warm weather and it is good to see 

some GREEN on the ground again.  

 

 

 Refuse Collection Pilot Program Update:  

An In-Depth Discussion 

 

This past year, containers for 

garbage collection were deliv-

ered to a pilot program route. 

At this point in time, staff has 

noticed the pilot route areas 

look cleaner, there are less 

injuries on the pilot route, and 

that a 65 gallon container will 

work for a majority of the 

people’s waste disposal needs. 

 

However, there are residents who feel the need for a 

larger container or possibly a second container.  

Also we have people who want to know when they 

will be getting a container. Both are good questions, 

and we want to address them for our residents. 

Please plan to attend  the Muscatine City Council In

-Depth meeting at Muscatine City Hall on Thurs-

day, May 8, 2014, beginning at 7:00 p.m. The meet-

ing is also aired on MPW public access channel 2.  

 

Please let us know your questions ahead of the 

meeting so that they can be addressed at the in-

depth meeting. If you prefer, you can contact Laura 

Liegois, Solid Waste Manager at 563.263.9689 or 

you can e-mail her at lliegois@muscatineiowa.gov.  
 
 
 

Litter is ugly. No one likes to live where there is litter. 

Neighborhoods with a litter problem usually have higher 
crime, lower property values and less pride in their 
neighborhood. Litter begets litter. A place that is littered 
tends to encourage more litter i.e. a dropped off washing 
machine soon encourages other debris and a dump site is 
formed. So, the quicker dropped litter is picked up, the 
less chance it has of accumulating.   
 

Source: Department of Transportation  

Earth Day: Want to know more about it? 

 

  

Visit www.earthday.org  



  

 

 

 

 

Recycle The Dress Event - Prom 2014  
Another Great Success!  

 

For the past three 

years, Muscatine 

County residents 

have dropped off 

dresses they no 

longer need to the 

Muscatine Recycling 

Center and Transfer 

Station during the 

month of January.  

 

This year approximately 120 girls received 

dresses for prom events in Muscatine County. 

Styles and colors varied, and the girls had a wide 

selection to choose from.  Many of the dresses 

still had tags on them and many girls went home 

with dresses they only dreamed about having. A 

few girls had repurposing ideas for their dresses. 

Over the past three years, 350 dresses have gone 

home for another night out on the town for 

prom!  

 

Once again, the community provided prizes that 

were given away in a drawing. Thank you for the 

following donations:  

          Lifetime Dentistry 

          Salvatore’s  

          The Flower Gallery 

          Benjamin William Fix—Salon Incognito 

          Lia Sophia by Alyssa Jirak  

          Be Dee Design 

Thank you also to the ladies who helped make 

the event happen:  

Muscatine County Boxing Club - Princess 

Prom, Marlene Anderson, Julie Stauffer  

Connie Doak, Kelly See, Kathy Chalupa, Mil-

lie Morris, Emily Arp, and Dee Bocchino 

Muscatine Compost Site  

Open for the 2014 Season 

 
Compost Site Hours are  

Sunday-Friday—Noon to 6:00 p.m.  

Saturday—9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 

Yard waste, grass clippings, leaves, tree 

debris are accepted at no cost.  

 

Wood mulch and compost available at no 

cost. Please call ahead of time for com-

post availability.  

 

563.263.9689  

1000 S. Houser St. Muscatine, Iowa  

 
 

A special thank you to Ka-

tie Stern and Rachel 

Turner. Both girls are 

graduating this year from 

Muscatine High School 

and have been our Recycle 

the Dress models for the 

past three years.  

 

Best of luck ladies in your 

future. We will miss you in 

our program!  

Education Opportunities   
Please join us at the following events:  

 
Friday, May 16, 2014 

     Living Green in Muscatine Celebration 

      4:00-7:00 PM 
      Discovery Park   

      3300 Cedar St.  Muscatine, Iowa 

 

Saturday, May 17, 2014 

Keep Muscatine Beautiful Cleanup 

 

Fall 2014– Great Mississippi River Cleanup  

 

   

 

City of Muscatine Yard Waste Bags 

 
Yard waste picked up by the City of Muscatine 

must be a City of Muscatine Yard Waste Bag.  

 

Bags can be purchased at 

local retail stores or at the 

Muscatine Recycling Center 

and Transfer Station for 

$1.00 each.  













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Iowa League of Cities 

Research Note 

Summary of League Frozen Water Mains and Service Lines Survey 
 

Cold temperatures this winter have resulted in a very large number of water main breaks and frozen 

service lines throughout Iowa.  The League was asked to distribute a survey on such issues to help 

record the extent of these issues.  The survey was sent to all city clerks, and participation was open 

from February 28 – March 7, 2014. 
 

 448 cities completed the survey 
 

 2,004 water main breaks were reported from 12/1/2013 to 3/10/2014 
o This is an approximately 62% increase over reported averages for water main breaks 

(although there was a significant amount of data issues within the “averages” 
question…this number will be very rough) 

 

Here is a quick breakdown by population range: 

 

Population Range Water Main Breaks Frozen Service Lines 

Under 500 104 94 

501 to 2,000 287 325 

2,001 to 5,000 285 27 

Over 5,000 1,328 330 

Totals 2,004 776                          

 

 776 frozen service lines were reported in the survey 
 

 Several cities noted in their comments: 
 

o In addition to the frozen water mains and service lines, other related systems could also 

freeze or break, including:  frozen meters, water hydrants, sewer lines, and water 

towers.  At least 3 cities cited a water tower freeze as a very significant issue. 

o Many cities noted as the freeze/frost lines deepen as weather warms, additional water 

main and service line issues are anticipated. 

o Costs to repair related issues varies greatly based upon type of break or freeze, severity, 

location and access to complete repair or thaw. 

 

Revision Date: 2014-04-08 

The Iowa League of Cities serves as the unified voice of cities, providing advocacy, training and guidance to strengthen Iowa’s communities.  

Contact us at 500 SW 7th Street, Suite 101, Des Moines, IA 50309, (515) 244-7282 or visit us online at www.iowaleague.org. 

For additional information on this research contact:  

Erin Mullenix 

Research & Fiscal Analyst  

erinmullenix@iowaleague.org 


