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Weekly Update: !
1. Community Gardens:  Please find attached a map and bio page on the 2014 

Muscatine Community Gardens provided by Annette Shipley, Iowa State 
University Extension & Outreach. 

2. IISC:  Please see the attached March project update for the ongoing University 
of Iowa Student projects.  Please keep an eye out for upcoming dates when 
students will be displaying and reviewing their findings. 

3. Bi-State:  Attached is the March Commission Packet. 
4. Hotel/Motel:  The City received the hotel/motel tax payment today for the 

quarter ended December 31, 2013 (good quarter) and the attached summary 
has been updated with this information.  

5. Public Surplus:  Please see the attachment with the results from the latest public 
surplus auction. 

6. Police:  Attached is a brief summary of the drug dog transition provided by Chief 
Talkington.  Due to illness the previous dog had to be put down.  Officer Yates 
and his new dog “Nikko” will be transitioning into the position in the coming 
weeks. 

7. Levee:  Attached are a copy of the meeting notes from last night’s Stakeholders 
meeting.  Jon Fleishchman with with Army Corp spoke to the group on the 
current condition of the levee and other relevant topics. 

8. Bi-State:  Attached is a copy of the annual directly of public officials that Bi-
State puts together. 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain !!





MUSCATINE COMMUNITY GARDENS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Solomon Gardens 

1981 Solomon Road  
Coordinator,  Deb Brockhouse      (563) 260-2072 
 
Provides FREE  garden plots.  First come, first serve on 
plot sizes.  Coordinator owns equipment to prepare the 
plot.  Water available. Cooperative Gardening available 
in the maintenance of gardens and use of garden tools 
through signed agreements. Any extra produce 
encouraged to be taken to food pantry. 

Mulford Evangical Free 

Church 

2400 Hershey Avenue 
Coordinator, Heather Harroun     (563) 263-7489 
 
Provides FREE garden plots, 10x10 or 10x20, with larger 
plots available based on availability. Plots are shovel ready 
and water is provided. Open daily from dawn to dusk.  
Gardeners keep their produce, encourage donations to 
free produce stand that takes place on Saturdays. 

East Campus 

1409 Wisconsin Street (former Garfield School) 
Coordinator, Lee Falkena     (563) 263-0664 
 
Plots are prepared and planted by local students. This 
garden is open to the community for those who want to 
assist in maintenance of it over the summer. You are 
allowed to harvest and keep produce. 

Taylor Park 

SW of Franklin Elem. School on Angle St. 
Coordinator, Adam J. Thompson      (563) 262-4141 
 
Raised beds available for rent (seasonal fee): 
$25-10x20, $40-20x20, $15-6x6 (enabled plots), Free-5x10  
and 10x10 for youth only. Plots will be shovel ready, water 
availability (TBD), Open daily from dawn to dusk. 

Wesley-MCSA 

312 Iowa Avenue 
Coordinator, Paul Carroll      (563) 299-5474 
 
Located in the alley behind MCSA. Garden supported by 
Wesley Church and maintained by neighborhood 
volunteers. Always can use more.  Handicap accessible. 
Produce available to MSCA residents and other 
neighbors. 

Salvation Army Garden of 

Blessings 

1000 Oregon St. 
Coordinator, Captain Rick Ray     (563) 263-8272 
 
Two free raised beds available, responsible for entire 
maintenance of garden from preparing soil to harvest. 
Plots are given on first come, first serve basis. 

Annette Shipley, ISU Extension  

Kay Walter, Master Gardener 

(563) 263-5701 

1514 Isett Avenue 
Muscatine, Iowa, 52761 

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT COMMUNITY GARDEN OPPORTUNITIES AND TO CONNECT 

WITH MASTER GARDENERS, CONTACT THE COMMUNITY GARDEN COORDINATORS 

























City of Muscatine
Hotel/Motel Tax Receipts

1981 Through the Quarter Ended December 31, 2013
Calendar Year Basis

(Reflects Sales Tax for the Quarter Indicated Received by the City in the Following Quarter)

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
Quarter Ended:
  March 31 N/A 19,232.96$       18,681.98$       20,297.13$       18,009.11$       16,709.02$       17,009.89$       17,569.02$       23,469.48$       26,448.19$       
  June 30 22,524.49         21,870.19         21,848.36         21,360.82         20,456.33         16,722.85         17,434.77         20,999.14         24,891.65         30,498.07         
  September 30 22,943.58         22,440.75         22,663.46         22,541.57         21,131.85         20,424.40         17,824.69         26,701.15         29,046.75         32,003.03         
  December 31 20,019.16         17,739.93         20,000.55         18,367.11         15,842.84         14,163.27         21,787.58         21,108.93         23,155.62         22,971.37         

Totals 65,487.23$       81,283.83$       83,194.35$       82,566.63$       75,440.13$       68,019.54$       74,056.93$       86,378.24$       100,563.50$     111,920.66$     

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Quarter Ended:
  March 31 24,305.78$       27,711.87$       60,894.40$       24,483.42$       44,578.12$       51,405.94$       54,742.68$       61,102.75$       67,404.48$       59,417.74$       
  June 30 31,847.41         54,074.28         56,858.82         82,397.18         76,758.21         68,952.70         74,099.44         82,774.25         73,742.69         74,119.67         
  September 30 34,881.63         62,854.35         67,253.12         79,392.19         70,042.93         78,281.78         76,141.18         86,567.88         96,915.22         76,958.27         
  December 31 25,472.90         33,368.49         55,666.56         42,913.95         66,771.86         60,657.31         66,553.96         71,106.50         63,865.01         78,280.53         

Totals 116,507.72$     178,008.99$     240,672.90$     229,186.74$     258,151.12$     259,297.73$     271,537.26$     301,551.38$     301,927.40$     288,776.21$     

2001 (#3) 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Quarter Ended:
  March 31 69,292.78$       58,990.57$       57,351.91$       69,710.27$       79,835.21$       72,552.48$       71,768.06$       67,766.16$       66,267.81$       61,255.18$       
  June 30 106,317.92       77,900.53         80,745.70         91,181.51         93,847.60         90,337.59         100,316.37       91,518.91         78,997.38         92,787.24         
  September 30 76,274.37         72,877.04         81,699.38         84,352.24         75,707.03         92,400.28         108,581.41       122,708.53       89,635.77         92,418.76         
  December 31 63,041.37         63,679.21         68,206.60         69,540.31         67,478.39         74,333.00         98,387.80         76,380.57         58,594.48         73,512.88         

Totals 314,926.44$     273,447.35$     288,003.59$     314,784.33$     316,868.23$     329,623.35$     379,053.64$     358,374.17$     293,495.44$     319,974.06$     

2011 (#4) 2012 2013
Quarter Ended:
  March 31 97,259.96$       65,312.80$       76,008.31$       
  June 30 100,472.96       88,516.82         100,435.65       
  September 30 78,823.22         * 89,285.49         96,330.15         
  December 31 115,118.50       * 69,971.65         116,521.58       

Totals 391,674.64$     313,086.76$     389,295.69$     
Hampton Inn
opened late in
2010
* One permit had not
finished processing for
the 9/30/11 quarter; funds were
included in the next quarter

Notes:
  1.  Hotel/motel tax implemented 4-1-81 at a rate of 4%.
  2.  Hotel/motel tax increased to 7% effective 4-1-92
  3.  Hotel/motel tax for quarter ended June 30, 2001 included $21,705.23 for prior quarters per State (late payments plus interest).
  4.  Hotel/motel tax for quarter ended March 31, 2011 includes $5,345.83 for the prior quarter.

Prepared/Updated by:  City Finance Dept. (NL)
Date:  3-18-14






























































