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City Administrator Report to Mayor & City Council 
February 21, 2014, Edition No. 117 !!

Weekly Update: !
1. Complete Streets:  Attached is the Smart Growth America announcement 

regarding Muscatine’s complete streets policy.  There are links to summary and 
full reports as well. 

2. Community Gardens Grant:  YPN received a $2000 grant towards their 
community gardening program Hy-Vee who is a great community partner in this 
and our Blue Zones adventure. 

3. Blue Zones:  Attached are the Community Policy and Food Environment 
Committee Meeting notes from January 30th and February 11th. 

4. Spring Cleanup:  Just a reminder of the dates and times for Spring Cleanup 
2014 (see attached). 

5. Bi-State:  Attached is the February Commission Packet. 
6. Siren:  An update on the Ripley siren from Matt Shook - The contract is signed 

with Danko. The encoding has been sent to the factory.  REC is supposed to be 
handling the Ripleys locate and pre-set-up.  911 is covering the radio interface 
portion and the rest of the Ripley siren funding will come from my budget 
(Emergency Management).  

7. Housing:  Provided by Dick Yerington - Attached is an information sheet on the 
Iowa Finance Authority Mortgage Credit Certificate Program for Home buyers. 
This is a great program and it will not last long.  Please feel free to share this 
information.  For those planning on buying a house this year, it would be wise if 
they looked into this program.  The program is for low to moderate income 
families and they may be eligible to receive a $2,000.00 Federal Tax Credit 
annually for the life of their mortgage.  Dick has attached information for your 
review, if someone you know is interested, please have them call one of the 
lenders attached ASAP and to secure a certificate. The state is only doing 585 
certificates in Iowa, so they will go quickly.  Income eligibility: 1-2 Person Family 
$66,369; 3+ Person Family $76,324.

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain !!



From: National Complete Streets Coalition info@smartgrowthamerica.org
Subject: The Top Complete Streets policies of 2013

Date: February 18, 2014 at 8:32 AM
To: gmandsager@muscatineiowa.gov

Gregg—

Cities and towns across the country are making roads safer and more
convenient for everyone through Complete Streets policies. 

A total of 83 communities adopted Complete Streets policies in
2013. These laws, resolutions and planning and design documents encourage
and provide for the safe access to destinations for everyone, regardless of age,
ability, income or ethnicity, and no matter how they travel. 

The Best Complete Streets Policies of 2013, released today by Smart Growth
America's National Complete Streets Coalition, highlights 15 communities
that led the nation in creating comprehensive Complete Streets policies last
year. 

See the winning communities >>

These rankings celebrate the exceptional policy work being done across the
country, and provide leaders at all levels of government with ideas for how to
make streets safer and more convenient. The report includes detailed analysis
of policy language as well as the scores of every Complete Streets policy in
place in the United States today.

Read the full report >>

As of today, 610 jurisdictions in 48 states have Complete Streets policies in place. And as this report explains, 2013's policies
are some of the best ever passed.

The National Complete Streets Coalition, a program of Smart Growth America, supports communities as they develop, adopt and
implement Complete Streets policies. Its staff and members are proud to have worked with and supported many of the
communities discussed here.

Congratulations to this year's winners, and to all the communities that are making streets safer and more convenient through
Complete Streets policies. 

You have received this email from Smart Growth America. Click here to manage your subscription or unsubscribe.

mailto:Coalitioninfo@smartgrowthamerica.org
mailto:Coalitioninfo@smartgrowthamerica.org
mailto:gmandsager@muscatineiowa.gov
http://action.smartgrowthamerica.org/salsa/track.jsp?v=2&c=H%2BlPZfXYVfz0NMkqNr1%2BlvfVflt9YCh0
http://action.smartgrowthamerica.org/salsa/track.jsp?v=2&c=8yGrnn3Q24UTRiDdVqWbrffVflt9YCh0
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http://action.smartgrowthamerica.org/salsa/track.jsp?v=2&c=5BZDTpVKZY69H10MaqD6Sr%2BWIhS%2F1m4N
http://action.smartgrowthamerica.org/salsa/track.jsp?v=2&c=Zb7uEFOVTHywqC5yXEMrCvfVflt9YCh0
http://action.smartgrowthamerica.org/salsa/track.jsp?v=2&c=AtJL%2FkdQtQk8OesR4zGloffVflt9YCh0
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Food Environment Meeting Notes 
January 30, 2014 

Blue Zones Project - Muscatine 
  11:00 a.m. at MCSA Meeting Room   

 
Attendees:  Maggie Curry, Nancy Dew, Michael Edmonds, Amy Hessel, Todd Hessel, Shane Mairet, Diane 
McCleary, Mary Odell, Rick Ray, Tim Stelzner, Nichole Sorgenfrey, Cindy Rada, Jodi Hanson, Jennifer Fish, 
and Joni Axel 
 

1. Welcome  Joni Axel welcomed those in attendance and thanked them for their dedication to this effort. 
 

2. Brief review of December 5 Meeting (Jennifer)  In December our groups identified opportunities and 
next steps.  Some of those next steps were expanding the Farmer’s Market to include the voucher 
programs, establishing community gardens in areas not currently served, creating healthy food options 
for public venues and minimizing food waste to get surplus food to people who need it.   
 
Nicole reported United Way is working on development of a Food Rescue operation.  They visited with 
the three main grocery stores and have identified three main places to drop:  Salvation Army, Jesus 
Mission, and the Food Pantry.   
 
Jennifer reported that the community garden people are showing a lot of interest in the gardens.  Joni 
complimented Nancy Dew regarding the progress made a few years ago on healthier food choices at 
sporting events.   
 
Jennifer reminded the group to be tactful on the candy selling issue.  She suggested we need to 
remember we are working with and not against these groups. 
 

3. Update from each of the Four Groups 
 

a. Farmer’s Market  (Nichole)  Nichole reported accomplishments from last meeting.  Tim 
reported efforts to create an information table at the Farmer’s Market to inform vendors of the 
SNAP program, card readers, and canning, etc.  Tim will work with Nancy to help with 
education and healthy cooking. 
 

b. Community Gardens  (Todd)  Todd reported discussion of possible sites, division of tasks 
going forward, and groups responsible for the garden plots such as the City, high school Ag 
teachers and FFA. 
 

c. Healthy Choices for Vending There has not been a meeting regarding healthy food options at 
public venues.  The city puts food vending bids out every year but has not for 2014.  Happy 
Joe’s has been the city vendor in the past.  Nancy asked Joni to see if Hy-Vee would be 
interested in bidding again, also. 
 

d. Food Education Committee  (Michael and Mary)  They are working on getting the food 
education word out using various web sites, calendars, etc. 
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4. Lunch Break 

 
5. Break Out Groups  After lunch, everyone broke into three groups.  The goals of the groups are to 

identify opportunities, identify components missing that need to be put into place, and to identify next 
steps which need to be taken.   

 
 
a. Food Education (Mary)  They listed their available resources and agreed they should focus on 

Community Gardens and Farmer’s Markets and do food education not nutritional education. 
 

b. Farmer’s Market  (Nichole)  This breakout group discussed use of Facebook and social media 
and websites to get information out. They discussed using local church kitchens as well to get 
out recipes and information on canning.  They agreed there is a need to let vendors know about 
ways to communicate about local vegetables, the best time to buy them, and how to cook them.  
Contact will be made with Julie Brannen. 
 

c. Community Gardens (Todd)  This group discussed additional steps needed for a spring 2014 
launch including marketing, ongoing education, and additional garden sites.  The group will 
need to meet again and determine what additional steps need to be taken. 
 

6. Joni will provide a contact list to the Food Environment Group of all member phone numbers and e-
mails.  She also said we will decide whether it makes sense to get together in April. 

 









Division of Public Works .

Muscatine, IA 52761

Recycling Center and Transfer Station 

1000 South  Houser St.

Phone (563) 263-9689

Fax: (563) 263-9688

Recycling Center

Transfer Station

Landfill Operations

Refuse Collection

 

"I remember Muscatine for its sunsets. I have never seen any 

on either side of the ocean that equaled them" — Mark Twain 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
    MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Mayor and City Council Members 
 
Cc: Gregg Mandsager, City Administrator  
 
From: Laura Liegois, Solid Waste Manager  
 
Date: February 14, 2014 
 
Re:  Request for Setting the Week of Spring Clean Up for April 21- 25, 2014  
 
Introduction:  
The Public Works Department request that the Muscatine City Council set spring clean up week 
for April 21-25, 2014. In conjunction with Earth Day and Keeping Muscatine Beautiful, spring 
clean up week assists our residents in cleaning up their yards and homes. All efforts from the 
community and city staff help make our community a clean and beautiful place to live.  
.    
Background:  
As in the past years, spring clean up week is a major event for the Solid Waste Division of the 
Public Works Department. The Roadway Maintenance Division is a valuable part of this week 
also, with their equipment and crews for larger items. The use of extra people to work with the 
solid waste crews, to ensure adequate staffing to handle the waste placed out at the curb will be 
needed. 
 
Recommendation for Items Picked Up from Residents:  
The following items will be accepted for this year’s spring clean up:                                                                 
• Large items: furniture, building materials in small amounts, dismantled swing sets, and other 
misc. items.  
• Up to eight (8) tires car and light truck tires (No tires from businesses)                                                                 
• Up to four (4) appliances (Please remove doors on refrigerators and freezers) 
• Electronic Waste (Computers, televisions, and any item that contains a circuit board). 
 
Yard Waste: will be picked up in City of Muscatine yard waste bags only and brush needs to be 
in bundles no larger than 18 inches in diameter and 4ft. in length.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

The following items will not be picked up at Spring Clean Up week:  
• Torn down buildings, such as garages 
• Car Bodies. 
• Large Trees 
• Excessive amounts of concrete and building materials. 
• Paint and other hazardous chemicals (Accepted at the Transfer Station). 
• Motor Oil (Accepted at the Transfer Station) 
• Camper refrigerators & Air Conditioners (Accepted at Transfer Station for Fee) 
 
Public Relations and Marketing of Event:  
Public relations and marketing are important to make the clean up week a success with our 
residents. As in the past newspaper, radio, local access channel information alerts and The 
Greener Side’s public access program, e-newsletter, social media, and the City of Muscatine’s 
website. All efforts will be made to ensure our residents are aware of this event prior to the week 
of April 21, 2014.  
 
 
 
 
 
 






























